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Three Churches; 


With an ADDITION of a 


IPrRErFAck and PosTSCRIPT; 


Setting forth the Rule for the Truth, and 
true Senſe of Scriptures : Efabliſh'd by our 
Saviour ; tranſmitted to Poſterity by his 
Apoitles ; rendering the moſt illiterate as 
able Divines for the right Underftanding 


dants in Hebrew, Greek, and Latin. 
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Sunt quædam difficilia intellectu, que indocti ch 
inſtabiles depravant, ſicut G Cater as Script u- 
ras, ad ſuam ipſorum perditionem. S. Pet. Ep. 
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Oportet Hereſes eſſe, ut qui probati ſunt, man- 
feſti fiant, S. Paul. 1 Cor. 11. 19. | 
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PREFACE 


5 Wer Ef EN a Boy at School, I remember 
n , 
[ Pall  So7ing of the famous Eraſmus was 
* - ſet us an Example to a Rule in Gram- 
er 


| mar. Quid agitur in Anglia ? Cer- 
stur de Religione ; turn d into 
Engliſh, it may be as fitly adapted, an 

Example to the Rule of Proteſtant Religion, Scrip- 
tures alone for a Guide; What are they doing 
in England? Quarrelling about Religion: 7he 
Mine was firſ# ſprung in his days, and bas ever 
fence furniſh'd us a plentiful quantity of Oare. Potoſi 
was opened much about the ſame time, but they ſay 
"tis quite drain d: For this we need not fear; the 
more Negro's, the greater Diſcovery. It was obvious 
enongh to gueſs, h Ld. Bp. of Bangor gave the 
full Extent, and Stretch, to this Principle, that 
it would produce ſcn:2 Tery extraords iary effects Tb. it 
was not ſo eaſie to foreſee, what Curioſities it mould afford; 
we might have expected ſomething, methinks, of our 
own Growth and Production, and not be ſtill noted 
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by Neighbour Nations, for being dull at Invention; 
humbly proud to excell in improving the Notions of 
others, They ſay, the Germans ſent us firſt over 
the mechanic Contrivance of meaſuring Time; and 
tis certain our Workmen have render d it, not only 
exatr to a Minute, nay even to correct the Sun 
it [elf ; but polite, neat, and quit of the heavy lum- 
P:ſh Maſs it retains ſtill in the Original. Some other 
Inventions of theirs, as Printing, &c. remain ſtill 
among ſt em, in puris naturalibus, (the old Gethick 
n Drefs) which 1 have wrought to a tolerable degree 
0 of Elziverian Pgrfettion. As for Guns, and Gun- 
powder, I think there's not much difference ; nor am 
I certain, whether they came firſt from thence, or not ? 
The Grand Arganum of Philoſiphy, they-hawe not 
imparted to us as jet; perhaps, becauſe they ſtand 
in nced of our Talents to improve it to Perfection; elſe 
we ſhould have it to ſure ; for ail, but downright Pa- 
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| piſts, muſt own that we bave had from them, what 
| is more valuable than all the Gold in the World. Tis 
| to them e onze originally all the Proteſt ant Religions 


in the three Kingdoms ; they made the firſt Diſcoveries, 
and thither 178 ſent for Planters. Anno 1550, or 
Shel. * 0 44184 mY ST. 

thereabout, To able Artificers were invited OVEr ; 
th ane to ſet up at Oxford; * the other at Cam- 
bridge; who baving id ſeveral Experiments 
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(1) Peter Martyr. (2) Martin Bucer. Of this laſt, Schluf. 
felburg a Froteſtant in his Theol. Calo. L. 2. fol. 70 (tays) 
that atter thrice changing, Anno 1551, Cantabrigia in An- 
ia, iterum ad Zumnglianorum heiem defecit. Maitys at 
Oaford, kept his Scholars in ſufpence (tho? often preſs'd 

by 'em to Fectat his Sentiment) cill tuch time, as the Poft 
brought the News from Lenden, that a Majority in Par- 
Hiament had prete rd the Scholar brfore the Maſter, Zu- 
\ inglius tg Luther, Thize Conveifions of England, p. 60g. 
| | back- 
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© backward and fore ward; at loft reſolv'd on the. 
Projectim, of what they thought might beſt agree with 


the Engliſh Conſtitution. One Pope Gregory, 'is 
true, about a thouſand Years before, had ſent over 


ſome of his Monks, to Convert us Engliſh to a ſort 


of Heatheniſh Chriſtianity; but as Holinſhed bas 
moſt judiciouſly Chronicled it with a Preverb : Out 
of God's Bleſſing into the warm Sun; imbuing 
them with no leſs. huztful Superſtition, than 
they did know before. Beſides the Name of 
Chriſt, and external Contempt of their priſtinate 
Idolatry, he taught em nothing at all, but ra- 
ther made an Exchange from groſs to ſubtle 
Treachery; from open, to ſecret Idolatry, &c. 
New Holinshed living in the primitive days of 
Reformation, muſt have known this perfectly well, 
elſe he would never have ſaid ſo: However, I have 
read ſeveral Sermons of this Pope Gregory, and re- 
ally by w hat he has writ, one would ſwear be were 
a very Saint in Heaven; ſ that the Misfortune of 
our Anceſtors cou'd proceed from no other Cauſe, but 


that ſo long ago, twas imp'ſſible fir him to have 


beard any thing of Proteſtant Religion; I mean as to 
its Articles, nay, I am fully perſwaded, not ſo mucb 
as the Name. What a pity it was theſe good Men 
from Germany did not come ſooner ! what a deal of 
ſubtle Treachery wou'd have been prevented at home 
by hindering the making of ſo men Saints! and ſecret 
Idolatry abroad thro all the World, where they are 
bad in Veneration, and ſo many Ora pro nobis's 
addreſs'd unto em! Then there's the Idolatry of their 
Statues and Pictures, to put poor ignorant folks, who 
can neither read nor write, in mind of cm, wou d 
bave been of ſingular Edification, had they never been 


(3) Holinſpees Deſcription of Britain, e. 27. col. t. 
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ſet up. But the greateſt piece of Idolatry, was that | 
of the Hoſt, Dr. Snape ſays they ador'd à piece of | 
Bread for a God. The Doctor is a learned Man, and 


bas writ againſt the Bp. of Bangor, and if be were 
not ſure on t, be d never bave Printed ſuch a ſwing- 
ing Lye. 

But all this while here's nothing we can call our 
own ; nam quæ non fecimus, &. *'Tis all oi 
to Foreigners: Our Divine; have been du/ller than our 
Artiſts : There's in hone? James Naylor, that bas 
made any conſiderable Improvement ! du then He and 
. bis Friends are ſo myſterous and profound, ping all 
their Knew/edge ſo pent up in private, 10% mo 
knows whaithey mean, nor are one jo! the wiler fert. 
I always thought, till now, that this |azine/s of the 
Learned amonyft us might have proceeded from the 
want of liberty of Speech, which (as a ſmart Pen ſome 
Weeks ago bas very judiciouſly remark'd) ftifles Truth, 
and murders vital Thonght n Embryo; for ſoon after 
the Arrival if the two Foreigners, the Government 
ſeix d all their implements and monopolix d their chief 
Machine; enatting that nothing ſhould paſs for 
Sterling but what they mark'd. When 2. Eliza came 
to the Helm, ſhe found it quite broke to pieces, but ſhe 
ſoon got Workmen to ſet it to rights again, for her 
ſole Uſe; and when ſhe dy d left it for @ Legacy 10 
all her Succeſſors, to make what uſe they pleas'd ont: 
This, one would be apt to think, might bave cans d 
the dearth of Invention I c:mplain of : But tho' his 
Lp. of B. has procur'd the Warehouſe to be ſet open 
to all, I don't perceive yet any thing mew, My. 
Whiſton indeed (He who bas made a Diſcovery of 
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he fix'd point of Longitude) with other Virtuoſs bis 
riends, labour to make us ſenſible, that even the 


Reformation, has only brought us out of God's 
SBlefling into the warm Sun; there's ſubtle Trea- 


chery, and ſecret Idolatry, lurking full, ſay they, 
in the Proteſtant Religion, as well as .in Popery ; 
theſe laſt are mere Laplanders, who worſhip an in- 
animate thing for a God, A piece of Bread; the 
others are But Heathens, who deify a Man, and 
another Intellectual Creature. Were the firſt In- 
ventor of R. Edward's Church alive, he'd ſay 3 
(as be did in a Caſe I ſhall mention hereafter) Laudo 


hominis induftriam. the Man's to be commend- 


ed for his ingenuity ; but for my part, I am not 
any ways edifyd. I had reſerv d a Poſtſcript ts the 
Reader, as be will perceive, and was big with Ex- 
pectation, of expoſing ſomething to his View extraor= 
dinary ; but in all this time, the idle Men have been 
loitering abroad again, to fetch us over nothing * but 
the Skeleton of an old Crocodile from Egypt that 
died ſeveral hundred Years ago. In the firſt Age of 
Reformation an Italian Quack, with the help of 
the German Doctor's Preſcription, put this Mummy 
into Spirits, ſhew'd it about Europe pretending to make 
it look as freſh, as if alive again: I think be bubbled 
Jome Polanders with it, and perhaps 'tis from them 
they bave purc bas d it: However, tis ſo tale, that it 
ſmells rank of the mur muring Unbelieving Jews Onions. 
But to this I ſhall ſpeak in the Poſtſcript, ſince there's 
not hing of a freſher date; and tho' tis Harping on 
the ſame ſtring it may do well enough to give us ſure 
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2 Zuinglius ſee p. Ge. 3 Arius was 2 Prieſt of Mex- 
andria. 4 So. inus. 5 Luther. Nil niſi Scripturas, 
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Aim at the Mark, Truth. 1 ure the Reader tis 
mine, and the only one I have. -— If the Grave, 
and Serious, except againſt the trifling Style I ſome- | 
times make uſe of ; my Excuſe is, that I ſee no reaſon 
why a luttle Heathen Rhethorick may not be imploy'd 
for Religion, when tis the only Strength the Enemy 
bas againſt it: Words are the Repreſentatives of our 
Conceptions ; Style is but the Dreſs, or Garb we are 
pleas d, or able, to cloath em in; and frequently, tbo 
the Subject is ſublime, an Argument may deſerve no 
better than a Fool's Coat for its Singularity, 
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AGE 21. Line 19. fer Hodia, Read Hoodie; p. 23. 1. 
L 9. for from all reſt r. from all the veſt ; ibid. I. 17. for 
penos r. pens; p. 27. J. 12 for Piberty r. Liberty; p. 31.1. 
27. for illi r. illis; p. 36. 1. 19. for in obey 1. to obey; ibid. 
I. 20. for to Conſcience r. in Conſcience; p. 37. 1.29. for ſtill 
r. till; p. 38. 1. 6. for have your r. have loſt your ; ibid. J. 7. 
dele loſt ; p. 42.1. 21. for plougd r. plung'd; p. 44. I. 4. for 
their r. her Interpretation ; p. 49. I. 14. for than r. then; 
| p. 56. I. 18. for Scriptures Reaſons r. Reaſon (Scriptures); 
| ibid. & eadem dele (); p. 119 l. 21. for Son r. Sun; 
| p. 124. I. 5. tor H. 8. Himſelf r. Ta H. 8th himſelf ; for p. 
| 11e. I, 116. 
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Pax Vobis. 


N party Quarrels ard Diſputes, a 
ſtander by, or a reader, if he 
wi will Judge with Diſcretion and 
N Prudence, ought allways to be on 
— hhis guard. Sincere and well mean- 
ing Men are too often Enſnar'd, and their Un- 
derſtandings warp'd, by artful Words and ſeem- 
ing Reaſons. . As for the Plaintiffs and Defen- 
dants they are ſo Hot and Eager for their 
Cauſe, that their Chief aim is Victory and Tri- 
umph : Truth is the pretence on both ſides, 
but little conſider'd by either. Then again 
there's Intereſt perhaps or Power to be ſhar'd 
amongft the Victors, thoſe generally ſpeaking 
are Bribes, and ſtrong Biaſſes— I am —_ 
A 2 
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of Opimon, one that wu Neuter, tho not in 1 


the Capacity of an Umpire, may make uſeful 


Remarks, even for the Zealots of Parties to re- | 


flect on in their Cooler moments; at leaſt for 


ſuch as are not 'eſpous'd to a Cauſe for better or 


worſe; but at Liberty, and willing to embrace 
Truth wherever they can meet her. 
The Knowledge of what's true and what's 


Falſe | of Right and ec 7 Good and Evil , ought | 
ſince it not only i in- 


to be nd Cultivate 
fluences our Actions, on all occurrences of this 
Life, which tend to the Content and H appi- 


neſs we deſire to obtain here; but when it has J 
a relation to Religion lays the Ground and * 
Foundation of the Happineſs we aim at here- 


after, where a miſcarriage is Fatal, and of ever- 


laſting ill Conſequence.— Here T fancy to my 


ſelf, the Advocates for all the Parties concern'd, 


are Teady to ſtop me ſhort, and tell me there's 


no need of my Harangue, for this is what 


they are ſo Hot in queſt of, and cannot agree 


about 


To this I reply, why Gentlemen what's the | 


matter ? You are all three Proteſtants ; You 


have all of ye Proteſtant Charity; that is, You | 


allow Salvation to each other : Nay further, 
You all agree in Fundamentals, and are Eſſen- 
tially one, yet diſter in your Articles! Why! 
This is a Miſtery? And it ſurprizes me that 
ſome of you ſhould Boggle at the belief of a 
Trinity, whilſt a part of this one in Eſſentials; 


and yet with a ditferent relation from the other 


too,— Beſides all this, don't you all Square 
your Faith by the ſame Rule? Have you not 
each of you the ſamg Vue to point out to 

£6. — 8 you, 
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J you, what's Right, and what's Wrong, what's 
True, and what's Falſe ; what's Good, and 


what's Evil ! How comes it to paſs then that 
you all follow this Guide, and go by this Rule, 
and yet complain of one another for going out 
of the way! If each of you in your Turn ſay, 
the other two dont follow the Guide, and walk 
by the Rule, but I do; this is begging the que- 
ſtion, which will never be — and a 


Childiſh anſwer that makes Boys fall out.— 


fear Gentlemen you all three drive your 
Guide which way you pleaſe ! If fo, I don't 


wonder at your quarrelling, for at this rate you 
have ro Guide at all; but like the Wiſemen, 


are Hiſſing your Sheep at the Bridge— Per- 


# haps your Guide ſpeaks a Language you dont 


well underſtand ! and one Fancies he fays Go 
this way, T*other that— If this be the Caſe, 
why don't you think it proper to have an In- 
terpreter to rectify miſtakes? .— Wov'd not 
this keep you together, prevent your Hareing 
and Staring about, like a ſcatter'd Flock of 
Sheep, frighted away ftom their Sheapherd ?— 
Pray give me leave for one Queſtion ! Did you 
chooſe this Guide your ſelves, or was this Guide 
recommended to you? I ask this, becauſe if I read 
right, I find in the Records of above 1600 years, 
that all who choſe to themſelves this Guide, were 
moſt Damnably out of the way.— I fear you 
are lead aſtray by bad Example, and Herd 
with Idle Companions, given to Brawls, and 
Difſention 3 Headſtrong and Proud, haters of 
all Rule and Order, but what they dictate them- 

ſelves, 
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ſelves... I fancy I have hit the blot: Let's | 
put it to the Teſt, and return to the Quo- 


ſtion. 


Pray who told you that Scripture alone with- 
out a Judge, Interpreter, or Authority to ex- r. 
plain them to you, were to be your Guide and 


Rule, for your Religion? Our Saviour never 
did. If you deny it, pray in what year of our 


Lord was it? And to whom ! For none of the | 


Scriptures of the New Teſtament, were Penn'd 


till ſeveral years after his Aſcenſion into HHea- 
ven.— and the Queſtion is about theſe— Was 
it his Apoſtles ? That cannot be, whatever gloſs } 
you may put upon their words; for their pra- 
tice is ſo poſitively Oppoſite to this Plea that 
none who have a Reſpect for their Memory, 
can admit the Surmiſe, that their Actions, and 


Writings, diſagree— Read their Acts. c. 15. 
Diſſentions and Diſputes aroſe about the Sence of 
the Scriptures of the Old Teſtament, whether 
the Law of Moſes and Circumciſion were neceſ- 
{ary means to Salvation : The Queſtion was re- 
ferr'd to the Apoſtles and ap2ofurrpus at Jeruſa- 
lem, Paul and Barnabas, with certain others were 
deputed from Antioch thither. When there 
had been much diſputing, Peter roſe up, and 
ſpoke firſt to the Deciſion . Paul and Barnabas 
alleag'd their reaſons. S. James Biſhop of Jeru- 
ſalem, where the Aſſembly met, deliver'd laſt 
his Opinion. Then it pleas d the Apoſtles and 
645 tures with the whole Church to decree. It ſeem d 
good to the H. Ghoſt and to us, &c. 


Here 
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Here I ask the Sollicitors for Low Church. 
Did Chriſt leave behind him no viſible Authority, no 
icegerents! No Interpreters on whom bis Subjetts 
are abſolutely to depend? No Judges over the Con» 
tiences and Religion of his People? (a) Why then S. 
Peter, the Apoſtles, the apsof6vmwes the whole Church, 
Sturn'd Pope and Papiſts and uſurp'd their Au- 
thority. Why ſhou'd you have any regard for 
r their Scripture? You pretend they are your only 
Rule, and yet you flatly contradict em. 
r You ſay again that our Lord himſelf never in- 
d erpoſeth ſince his firſt promulgation of his Law, either 
o convey Infallibility to ſuch as pretend to handle 


* 
3 
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it over again, or to aſſert the true Interpretation of 
it amidff the Various and Contradiftory Opinions of 
Alen about it. (b) This you ſay, but what ſaid our 
Lord. I wid ack the Father, and he ſhall give you 
another Comforter, that he may abide with you for 
{ ever, even the Spirit of Truth, whom the World can- 
not Receive, becauſe it ſeeth Him not, neither 
f Zknoweth him. — (c) again, theſe things have ¶ ſpoken 
to you, abiding with you, but the Comforter the H. 
” EGhoſt whom the Father will ſend in my Name, he 
” TFſball Teach you all Things, and ſuggeſt unto you all 
- 38 > gu 

” RFThings whatſoever I ſhall ſay to you. (d) Now, did 
- Four Saviour make good this Promiſe or not? If 
I he did, twas izterpoſme, and conveyisg Infallibilit 
1 Foo, beſides the 7 6. hes of — 
I Sure you will not ſay he did not! More 
I fſtill:- The laſt words our Saviour ſpoke to his 
t (Apoſtles, after his Reſurrection and before his 
; Aſcenſion into Heaven, as they are Recorded 


by 


(a) B. H. Sermon. (b) Serws, p. 13, (c) S. John c. 
14. v. 16, 17. (d) v. 23. 26. 
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by St. Mathew, are theſe. All Power is given un- 
to me in Heaven, and in Earth. Go ye therefore 
and teach all Nations, Baptizing them in the Name 


of the Father, and of the Son, and of the H. Ghoſt 
Teaching them to obſerve all things whatſoever I have 
Commanded you: And lo I am with you always, even 
unto the End of the World. (e) Here is Authority, 
Here are Vicegerents, Here are Interpreters, 
on whom Chriſt's Subjetts are abſolutly to de- 
pend for the Doctrine that Chriſt taught. Here 
are Judges over the Conſciences, and Religion 
of his People, and laſtly here is Infallibility 


convey d, by his being with them, even unto the 


end of the World : and this is interpoſing for ever, 
inſtead of never Interpoſing.— And all this in 
Conſequence of what he had told one of his 
Apoſtles formerly. S. Math. 16. 18. I ſay unts 
thee, that thou art Peter, and upon this Rock will 
1 build my Church, and the Gates of Hell ſhall not 
prevail againſtit-— Ou another occaſion he tells 
his Diſciples: If a Man will not hear the Church 


let him be unto thee, as the Heathen, and the Pub- 


lican, Amen I ſay to you, whatſoever you ſhall Bind 
upon Earth, ſhall be Bound in Heaven, and what- 
ſoever ye ſhall looſe on Earth, ſhall be looſed in Hea- 
ven.—(f\ To the 2 Diſciples ſent, Luke the 10. 
16. He ſaid. He that Heareth you, Hearith me, 
and he that Deſpiſeth you, Deſpiſeth me : and he 
that Deſpiſeth me, Deſpiſerh him that ſent me. (g) I 
think I need not be at the Pains of Tranſcrib- 
ing more Texts: here are more then ſufficient 
to prove that our Saviour did leave behind 1 * 

18 


— — — . a — — — 


— — — 


(e) S. Mat. 28. 18, 19, 20. (f) ch. 18. 8. Mat. v. 
17. 18. ( Luke 10. 16. 
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his Church, and Paſtors over it, with Authori- 
ty over the Conſciences of their Flock, to reach 
them to obſerve all things that he had Commanded, 
&c. and that he left no ſuch Rule or Guide. as 
Proteſtants plead for; I fancy *tis plain likewiſe, 
that the Apoſtles, and Paſtors of this Church, 
after our Lords Aſcenſion into Heaven, were 
intirely of this Perſwaſion, that he had left with 
them his Authority: Since they acted in Con- 
formity to it. It ſeemed good to the H. Ghost, 
and to us, &c. This then being the Method our 
Lord ſettled for the World, to receive the 
Truth of his Doctrine by; the Apoſtles ccu'd 
not alter it, without a new Promulgation from 
him, of this pretended Proteſtant Rale : If this 
was done at any time after his Aſcenſion into 
Heaven, the Sacred Writings of theſe Holy 
Penmen wou'd have told us of it, as they have 
recorded the other, and in ſuch plain Terms, 
that Lord Bp. of B. needed not a Text fetch'd 
down from the Kingdom of Heaven to have 
prov'd it. 


But they were fo far from altering our Savi- 
ours Method, that they declar'd it an Article 
of Faith in their Creed, to be profeſs'd by all 
Chriſtians to the end of the World. I believe 
the Holy Catholic Church. Whilſt they govern'd 
this Church of Chriſt upon Earth; as they 
were ſent by our Lord, and had receiv'd Au- 
thority, and Power from him, ſo they Com- 
municated the ſame to others ; as is manifeſt 
by their Acts and Writings ; and left it with 
their S ucceſſors, whom they had Conſtituted 


and ordain'd, to Perpetuate the ſame to the 
B end 
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end of the World, as Heirs to the ſame Pro- 
miſes of Supernal Aid, and direction of our i 
Lord and the H. Ghoſt, for the Propagation of 
true Faith in Jeſus Chriſt. As thou did'ſt ſend | 


© me into the World, even ſo have J alſo ſent 
& them into the World. And for their ſake 
« Santtifty I my ſelf, that they alſo may be 
& Sanctify'd in Truth. I Pray not for them 
& alone: But for them alſo who ſhall believe in 
& me through their Preaching. That they al may be 
© one, as thou Father art in me, and I in thee, 
« and that they alſo may be one in us: That the 
«© World may believe that thou haſt ſent me, 


© and the Glory which thou gaveſt me I have 


ce given them: That they alſo may be one as we 
& alſo are ene &c. © (1) Your Proteſtant Prin- 
ciple oppoſes and deſtroys Intirely this Union : 
this Prayer was never made for a Kingdom of 
Strolers ; but to prevent it, Theſe immediate 
Succeſſors of the Apoſtles, who had convers'd 
with them, and acted in Concert with them, ne- 
ver publiſh'd any other Method then this, of 
believing the H. Catholick Church; which by 
Virtue of the Promiſes made by our Lord; 
ſpread it ſelf thro? the World, in ſpite of the 
crueleft Perſecutions againſt the Paſtors and 
their Flock, that cou'd be invented by Men to 
ſuppreſs ic, for the ſpace of 300 years— 
More. The inviſible Enemy to it at the ſame 
time was always buſy exciting Diſſenters to 
trouble the Peace, and Union of it; buzzing 
into their heads Whims, and Miſtakes, they 

fancy'd 
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5 (1 ) 

ancy'd ftill to be points of Doctrine, they diſ- 
over'd in Scriptures.— What was done by the 
Paſtors of the Church on theſe Occaſions? As 
imes wou'd permit, they Aſſembl'd as the Apo- 
ſtles did, they decreed againſt the Innovaters, 
as they had done. If the guilty perſiſted to be 
poſitive in their ſence of Scripture againſt the 
Authority of the Church, they were cenſur'd, 
Hereticks : Cut off from the Communion of it, 
conformably to the Practice of the Apoſtles. 


r 1 
of 


Io conclude Gentlemen, our Saviour never 

told you, that Scriptures alone were a Rule to 
you. The Apoſtles never alter'd the Method 
eſtabliſh'd by 2 but tranſmitted it to 
Poſterity.— Their immediate Succeſſors Ex- 
communicated ſuch as wou'd make them alone 
their Rule: No General Aſſembly of the Pa- 
ſtors of God's Church in ſucceeding Ages ever 
told you any thing like it, but in Conformity 
to the Apoſtles; and Primitive Paſtors, acted as 
they had done; and exercis'd the ſame Autho- 
rity deriv'd to them, againſt all who pretended 
Scriputres for their Errors. 


And now I have told you, who did not tell 
you, that Scriptures alone were to be your Rule! I 
will tell you who did: And Regiſter your Suc- 
ceſſion as I have done that ot the Catholick 
Church. — This year of our Lord, 1717 
(had you any ſuch Cuſtom) wou'd be a year 
of Jubily to you. For in the year, 1517, Mar- 
tin Luther publiſh'd it. I will ſet you down the 
words of the Canon your Patriarch made. De- 

B 2 ponite 
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112) 
ponite quiquid armature Suppeditabunt Orthodoxi, lh ( 


veteret, Theologorum Scholæ, Authoritas Conciliorum, | 


& Pontificum, conſenſus tot ſæculorum ac totius populi 
Chriſtiani : nihil recipimus niſi Scripturas.— Sed ſic 
ut penes nos ſolos ſit certa Authoritas interpret andi. 

od nos interpretamur, hoc ſenſit Spiritus Sanctus; 
quod adferunt alii, quamvis magni, quamvis multi, 
a Spiritu Satanæ et alienata mente profectum etF.—(a) 
& Lay down all the Weapons put into yours 
* hands by the Fathers of old, the Schoolmen, 
© the Authority of Councils and Biſhops, the 
© unanimous Conſent of ſo many Ages, and 
« all Chriſtendom : We admit of nothing but the 
& Scriptures; and we will have the interpre- 
« ting of them too, alope to our ſelf. What 
cc we interpret that's the Senſe of the Ho- 
© ly Ghoſt, what others offer, tho* never ſo 
&« great, or many, proceeds from the Spirit of 
& Satan or a Crack'd Brain.— His Diſciples 
Caro\sfad, Zuinglius, Beza, Calvin, &c. Thank'd 
him for his nil recipimus; but as to his penes nos 
folos, they deſird to be Excus'd, and wou'd in. 


terpret as well as his Worſhip, — and with all 


the reaſon in the World: He calld 'em Ex- 
ecrable dam d Hereticks for their Pains: (b) but 


etwas all one for that; they are even with 


him. How you came by it here in England, 
I will tell you too. In the Minority of Edward 
the Sixth, the Protector Somerſet ſaid, the Child 
ſhow'd have penes nos ſolos to play with, and he'd 
tile Care all ſhowd be right interpreted. He 
ſent for Feter Afartyr, Martin, Bucer, Barnard, 

Ochinus, 


Pee ꝛ——t. — eee eee tee — 


(a, In Libeo de Ser o avbitrio. Contr Eraſmum. Edit. 1. 


| (b; Tignrini :vatl, 30, contra ipre. Luth. Confeſſi onem, 
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{ 13) 
Ochinus ; and ſuch Fugitives as had ſav'd them- 
ſelves abroad, from the ſevere Diſcipline of K. 
Harry's Church : over this Club of Men, of dif- 
ferent Perſwſiaons, (according to the diffe- 
rent places of their Reſidence beyond Seas) 
he plac'd Arch-biſhop Cranmer Preſident ; who 
had all along ſteer d both his Religion, and 
Conſcience, by K. Harry's Will and Pleaſure, 
Right or Wrong ; and therefore the fitteſt Man 
to receive the Regents directions. To it they 
went, the Regent, the Preſident and the Club: 
Each offer'd a piece of his golden Doctrine to 
their Aaron, and out came the Conflatile. The 
Regent abuſing the Authority and Minority of 
the young King procur'd it to be made a State 
Religion by ſeveral rer acts of Parlia- 
ment: and as he had made uſe of Foreigners 
for the Compoſition of the Hotch-potch, ſo he 
brought over foreign Troops (under pretence 
of the Scotch Expedition) to enable him to 
force it on the Nation: This occaſion'd Re- 
bellions, he was undermin'd by Dudly, and loſt 
his head, The young K. died. The new Re- 
. ligion ceas'd during the Reign of Queen Aary. 
7 But her Siſter Elixabeth put forth a new Edition 

of it, with Amendments. Her Mother's Mar- 

riage to K. Henry had been declared Null by 

Arch-Biſhop Cranmer, and confirm'd by Act of 

Parliament: And ſhe had been all along conſi- 

der'd, as illegitimate abroad. She was per ſwad- 

ed, nothing cou'd ſoder this Crack in her Ti- 

tle to the Crown, and ſecure her upon the 

Throne, but her Father, and Brother's Supremacy 

reviv'd (which had been Aboliſh'd by Q. Mary, 


a9 an unheard of Novelty in Chriſtendom) and 
2 


(14) 

a Religion new Minted, with an intire ones” 
dance on her to diſtinguiſh her Friends from 
her Enemies. In order to this, the firſt thing 
the did was to give her ſelf, (by an Act of Par- 
liament ſhe got to paſs) (c) Power to Reform, 
Order, and Correct, whatever ſhe pleas'd to think 
Right, or Wrong, in Faith and Religion ; the 
Biſhops not being in a Diſpoſition to receive the 
holy Articles of Faith ſhe deſign'd to infuſe, ſhe 
turn'd 'em all out to a Man, Impriſon'd ſome, 
Frighted away the reſt, and choſe her own 
Apoſtles out of a Croud of differing SeCtariſts 
return'd from beyond Seas.—They were for 
the moſt part, Men of reſtleſs Spirits, Factious 
and Quarrelſome both at Home and Abroad : 
(d) The Paſive and Obedient, were for her pur- 
nod The reſt, active Spirits, being neglected 

y her, fell a building the Kingdom of Chriſt 


— Hic — 


They had all brought over with them for 
their uſe. Nihil recipimus niſi Scripturas: and 
the had got her Penes nos ſolos Aut horitas inter- 
pretandi, to imploy her Work men. It muſt be 
own d, the had as good a Title to it, as to her 
Crown ; for in the Wars, King Henry had with 
Luther, he Conquer'd it from him : *Tis true, 
he reſtor'd it to the Pope, as belonging to the 
Patrimony of St. Peter ; but ſoon after growing 
Jealous of Him, for his Wife, he reſum'd it, 
and left it Intail'd on. his Heirs, Male and 
Female. 

Dr. 

{c) 1 Eliz.c. 1. (d) The Hiſtory of the Troubles at 
Frankcfort. 


C15) 


Dr. Burnet in his Abridgment, ſays, (e) , She 
© Loy'd Magnificence in Religion, as ſhe affected 
© it in all other things: This made her incline 
© to keep Images ſtill in Churches. And for 
the ſame reaſon, I ſappoſe, to Create a ſet of 
Biſhops of her own Inſtitution to make a Fi- 
gure. Supplentes, Suprema poteſtate, all deſects of 
Succeſſion, Election and Conſecration too; (f) For 
when Bonner in the 8th. year of her Reign, 
pleaded that Horn of Wincheſter, was no Biſhop. 
She had an Act of Parliament made to Enatt 
and Declare, that they ſhou'd be Arch-Biſhops, Bi- 
ſhops, Priefts, Miniſters and Deacons, any Statute, 
Law, Canon, or any thing to the contrary, notwith- 
ſtanding.— (g) Her Apoſtles and Diſciples 
thus pitch'd upon, and Author d; let us con- 
fider next, what the wou'd have 'em Believe 
and Teach. That the Popiſh Party might 
© beas little offended as was Poſſible (ſays our 
© Author) ſhe intended to have the manner of 
© Chriſt's preſence in the Sacrament, defin'd in 
«© general Terms, that might comprehend all 
© fides— (H) Stupendous Manna! A different 
reliſh in every Pallate And the Veſſels of Ele- 
ction, Your Primitive Fathers fitted her to a Ni- 
city. Sure the Oracle of Delphos inſpir'd em () 
When I firſt read this, 1 immediatly turn'd to 
the 6. Chap. of St, John, to ſee whether our 
Bleſſed Lord, had the fame Complaiſance for 
thoſe Diſciples who turn'd Proteſtants : But far 
rom trimming State Politicks, to gain Proſe- 

lites; 
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(e) P. 341. (f) Of Parker, vide Heylus, (z) $ Elis 
(b) Dr. Burnet ut ſup, (i) Artic, 28. 
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(is) 
lites; He reproach'd em for not Believing, told 
*em *twas for want of the Grace of God, and ask'd 
the Twelve whether they wou'd leave him al- 
to on that Account. (k) She has indeed freed 
Tn from Scruples : Provided you'll receive Him 
by Faith (this word Faith ſhou'd have been Fan- 
cy, to have made it Senſe) you have nothing at 
all to Believe, except a great deal of profound: 
Nonſence, — She gave Authority to her Church, 
tho? not ſo ample as our Saviour did to his: 
But in equivocal Terms, as ſhe did her Supper, 
The Church has power to Decree Rites or Ceremonies, 
and Authority in Controverſies of Faith. And yet 
iF is not Lawful for the Church to Ordain any thing. 
that is contrary to God's Word written : Neither may 
it ſo Expound one Place of Scripture, that it be re- 
pugnant to ancther, &c. () It ſeems ſhe can Fib 
then ! And how ſhall we do to know, when ſhe 
do's not ? This is dark— But,one of her Biſhops 
clears the miſt, and makes it plain, that it ſig- 
nifies nothing in the World. For if a Man 
cannot Maſter his thoughts, to make them agree with 
her Deciſions ; his Conſcience is not ander Bonds, 
ince this Authority is not Abſolute, nor grounded 
upon a Promiſe of Infallibility. (m) Right— For 
her Majeſty cou'd not be with them to the end of 
the World you know. nor ſend the H. Ghost 
unto em after her departure, to preſide in Con- 
vocations — There's no Infallibility without 
that, If the Truth were known, I fancy 
the Sermon took its riſe from this Text. 


Whe⸗ 
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Whether ſhe and her Church, did, at the ve- 
ry firſt ſetting out, Decree and Ordain, Rites 
and Ceremonies, contrary to the word written? 
I leave it to you Gentlemen, one and many, to 
diſcuſs ; but as to Expounding one place of 
Scripture, ſo as to make it repugnant to ano- 
ther; I take leave to thew a Pattern. Me are 
© accounted Righteous before God, only for the Me- 
© rit of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt by 
Faith, and not for our own works or deſer- 
© vings. Wherefore that we are Juſtified by 
Faith only, is a moſt wholeſome Doctrine, and 
very full of Comfort. — (a) Tis very odd that 
People ſhou'd talk ſo much of Faith : And be. 
lieve nothing! — Fancy thou'd have been the 
word in this Article too. — Where ſhe found 
Scriptures for Faith only, I cannot tell ; But I 
know where *tis written. What profiteth it my Bre- 
theren, tho a Man ſay he hath Faith, and hath not 
Deeds: can Faith ſave him? — Videtis quoniam 
ex operibus juſtificatur homo et non ex fide tantum.— 
(b) Tis tad Comfort this, for poor Souls to be 
forc'd to ſwallow Damnable Errors, and to be 
told at the ſame time, *Tis very wholſome | 


Mis not my deſign at preſent, to Convaſs 
her whole 39. They are or the ſame Brewing 
all: Never a Barrel better Herring; except 
thoſe receiv'd by Tradition, call it Popery if you 
pleaſe-s What I have to ſay now is, that if the 
Dottrine of her Church was bad for the Souls 
ef her Subjects, her Diſcipline for the propa- 
gation of it, was as bad for the Bodies: in this 

GC again 
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(a) Artic, 11. (b) St. James c. 2. v. 14. v. 24. 


(18 ) 
again ſhe Copy'd not from our Saviour, but 
from the Arabian Prophet dilating his Alchoran, 

ayls, Fines, Prifons, Baniſhment, loſs of Eſtate, 
and Life (for perſiſting in, and praCtſing the Re- | 
ligion of her Anceſtors, and not conforming to 
her Goſpel) ſupply'd the want of ſupernatural 
Aid. Gad, ſays the Apoſtle, has choſon the Faolifh 
things of the World to confound the H iſe, and the 
weak things of the World, to confound the Mighty(c) 
Far from preſcribing ſuch Cruelties 2 
Propagation of his Church, he forwarn'd both 
the Paſtors and the Flock, that it was to be 
their Lot to ſuffer all theſe for his ſake ; not 
to Act them; and by this way enter into hw 
Kingdom, after the example of their Lord and 
Matter. But the wiſe Queen forſaw her Church 
wou'd never thrive with Methods fo unſavery 
to Fleſh and Blood, human Inventions muſt be 
kept up by human Means: But *tis Cruel, and 
none of the Sanctions of Chriſt”s Law (d) His indeed 
are Rewards and Puniſhments but of what ſort ? qui 
crediderit, ſalvus erit, qui non crediderit condemna= 
bitur. (e) Here 'tis certain my Lord Biſhop 
of Bangor is altogether in the right— and to 
wheedle in, © theſe Perſecutions under pretence 
© that the Scriptures and your own Liturgy 
© from thence, has taught you to Pray for 
© Kings, and all that are put in Authority un- 
© der them, that they Munſter Juſtice, to the 
© Puniſhment of Wickedneſs and Vice, and to the 
© maintenance of true Religion and Virtue, (f) — a 
y 
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(c) S. Paul 1. Cor. c. 1. v. 27. (d) Serm. p. 14. 
(*) Mark 16. v. 16. (f) The Report p. 10. | 
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(19) 
ſly contrivance, but a very falſe Comment on 
the Text of H. Scriptures, eſpecially if by truę 
Religion we are to underſtand Q. El:2abeths 
Church, and by Puniſhment, Peral Laws for all, 
who will not pin their Faith, on her Sleeve, 
No body diſputes, but that Temporal Rewards, 
and Puniſhments, are Inſtruments of the States 
and Kingdoms of this World, to encourage 
Virtue, and ſuppreſs Vice: So far they are 
Juſtiſiable (in the hands of thofe that manage 
them) by the H. Scriptures; but to convert 
them to Swords and Engines, for the Propaga- 
tion of our own Whims, and Inventions upon 
the Goſpel: I ſay again is Mahomet all over. 
The Pretence of making Scriptures her Rule, and 
the Word of God her Guide, was her Pidgeon, 
(as he had his) to whiſper m her Ear, what ſhe 
leas'd to afford the people of theſe Nations 
Comfortable and Wholeſome Doctrine and His 
method of forcing it on the Subject, by Ter- 
rour and Deſolation was Her's = No Chriſtian 
Princes, when they pretended Zeal for the de- 
fence of Chriſtianity, or Catholick Religion ever 
ated after this Rate, or if they did, were un- 
doubtedly in the wrong, and not to be imitated ; 
much leſs excuſable is it, to have the Senſe of H. 
Scriptures wreſted, and the Prayers of Liturgys 

directed to this Intention.— 


For a Religion, a Faith, a Church, to be- 
come Univerſal, and ſpread thro” all the Nati- 
ons of the World, in ſpight of all Oppoſitions, 
Perſecutions, Cruelties, apd Executions; is a 
clear Argument of its Alte Original, and of 


C 2: an 


ay oe b — N — — 


= — = — — - _— 
— — —— — — . . ——— — —=— — ũ 3Füͥä4 — Ʒ4ꝓ—X2I2ñlʒ 
* * _— —_ 4 — — — 5 
— — 22 2 = _ < _ 2 * — 


—— p ¶̃ ᷣ nV — 
—— — 


* —_— —— 
2 m 
— 


. 

7 
1 

. 
- 
*0@B 
1 
= 
= 

x 
1 
| 
"1 
4 
- 1 
[4 4 
* 
: 

$ [2 
{1 


Fas 
— — — 


(20) 
an invifible Power at the Helm? *Tis a Demon- 
ſtration: That all the Promiſes made by our & 
Saviour, were not confin'd to the days of his 
Apoſtles: but That he does himſelf certainly thus 
interpoſe; and is Fill Himſelf the Legiſlator. (g) 
To tay he does not, is baniſhing the true Faith 
of Jeſus Chrift out of the World, and impower- 
ing every Man that pleaſes to make a Church 
(or Kingdom as his Lp. phraſes it) of his own, 
and Govern and Reign in their own, not in his. For 
the Judgments of Men are ſo Maggoty, ſo In- 


conſtant, ſo Inconſiſtent with each other; and 


even vary 10 often from themſelevs : That what's 
Law to day is Treaſon to morrow ; what's 
Goſpel one year, is Schiſm and Hereſy the next: 
And all by the ſame Rule too; that he muſt be 
a very ſelf conceited Man who vill pretend to 
ſhew the true Religion by no other Authority 
but his own, or of a: Woman, as fallible at leaſt, 

as himſelf. | 
Here if we will have recourſe to the Nature 
of things, we have a Teſt to diſtinguiſh true 
Religion from falſe : Divine Revelation, from 
Humau Invention. Chriſtians from Heathens, 
Pagans, and Turks; and the true Church of God 
from all Pretenders. Truth is from God and he 
ſupports it, J will be with you to the end of the 
World, &c. But by what means ? the Apoſtle 
tells us, by the weak things of the World, 
to Confound the Mighty : It fhall be perſecu- 
ted, JayPd, Fin'd, Whip'd, Gibbetted ; and 
yet it thall Settle and increaſe thro? all the Na- 
5 tions 


C Kn . 13, ibid. 
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tions of the Earth. A Religion of human In” 
vention (either of Men or Women) muſt be ſup- 
ported too, but by the Sharpeſt of human 
means: They ſhall Perſecute, Jayl, Fine, Baniſh, 
Hang, Draw and Quarter, and ſtill all this, 
cannot fix it in one Iſland, but it falls foul on it 
ſelf, Shatters into Pieces, and deſtroys it ſelf 
with its own Weapons, Scriptures are our Rule, 
Nothing but Scriptures ! 


Humane Religions, and Churches, depend in- 
tirely on humane Power for their Exiſtence : 
Their Founders, Inventors, and Abettors, can- 
not Relieve em otherways then by Force and 
Violence. Every Branch and Church of the 
pretended Reformation abroad, fix'd it ſelf in 
thoſe parts of Europe where tis ſettled, as well 
as in North- Brittain, by Riots, Rebellions, 
Wars and Blood : and as Beza very Judicioufly 
faid, Ni ita factum eſſet, quas tandem Eccleſias hodie 
haberemus * Had not this been done, how ſhou'd we 
have come by our Churches? — (h) What havock 
and Diſtruction they wrought in theſe Nations! 
Some are alive ſtill, and remember: more feel 
the effects, in the decay and ruin of their Eſtates, 
and Families, and all may read at large and 
wonder, whence ſuch an unparalell'd Barbarity 
as was committed at the Gates of Whitehall, 
cou'd ſpring ! And from what ſource, ſuch an 
inundation of Rapins, Sacriledge Murthers and 
Blood, cou'd Flow ! I know you are unwilling 

to 


ch) Bez. Epiſt, Theol, Ep. 68. P. 318. 


(22) 
to have your Rule diſgrac'd and all this afcrib'd 
to It— But *tis too true, Not a Battel of the 
Lord was Fought, where Scriptures did not lead 
the Van: And Preachers found in Scriptures, 
Texts, To Bind their Kings in Fetters, and his No- 
bles in Manacles of Iron.— 


Now Gentlemen I think, I have told you, 
who did, and who did not give you Scriptures 
alone for a Rule; and I hope you perceive 
Source of your Quarrels, and the ill uſe you 
make of what you have got : you are like Bucca- 
neers, who Fight all of a fide till they come 
to Plunder, and cut one anothers Throats, when 
they come to ſhare Stakes— and why ? Becauſe 
every Man has an equal Right and Title ( if I 
may be allow'd the Expreſſion) to take care of 
his own Intereſts. This is the general ground 
of Quarrels, and no body can help it : is not 
this the Caſe ? — 


You three and one Agree in this firſt Princi- 
ple of Reformation, that the H. Scriptures alone 
are to be your Rule and Guide: No Church in the 
World had any Authority in the 1 5th. Century, 
to interpret to your Patriarchs. That wou'd 
have ſpoil'd all as my Lord Biſhop of Bangor 
ſays, and drown'd that Harmomious variety of 
Doctrine, of the Reform'd Churches. But then 
you .One and Three, divide again about this 
Rule and Guide; and wou'd have it manag'd 
each of you a different way, for the Benefit of 
your Politick Schemes and Views, in your pre- 
ſent Circumſtances, This is nothing new : for 
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*twas ſo from the beginning with you. I omit 
foreign Inſtances, and will only ſpeak to Preſi- 
dents, here at home. | 
King Henry the 8th. wou'd have the Supre- 
macy, and Luthers penes nos ſolos Authoritas inter- 
pretandi for reaſons beſt known to himſelf, and 
that all the World knows: With it he ftamp'd 
a Religion for this Nation very particular, and 
out of the way from all reſt of Chriſtendom. 
For he Hang'd up the Papiſts and burnt the Pro- 
teſtants.— The Miniſtry in his Sons Reign to 
advance their politick Defigns and Intereſts, 
made uſe of it to coin another different Creed 
for the People of Exglaud; a great deal better 
then that King Harry had left *em for a Legacy. 
Laſtly Q. Elizabeth had the beft reaſon of em 
all three, to get this penos nos into her Poſſeſ- 


1], _- 


To follow the Thred : High Church receives 
her Faith by Tradition from the Virgin,with the 
perquiſits belonging to it, and is defirous to 
continue in Poſſeſſion, content that Peres nos ſolos 
ſhou'd be conſider d as Dead in Law; void and 
of no effect ſince her Demiſe ; tho? intail'd on 
her Succeffors Kings and Queens of this Realm, 
and conſequently inveſted in his preſent Majeſty 
King George; to Chooſe what Perſons he ſhall think 
fit for the Viſitation of the Eccleſiaſtical State and 
Perſons, and for Reformatian, Order, and Correttion 
of the ſame, and of all manner of Hereſies, Schiſuas, 
Abuſes, Offences, Contempt, and Enormities, being 
it is for ever bythis Ad united and annexed: to the 
Imperial Crown of this Realm. Low 
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Low Church is defirous to enter ſhares in 
theſe Profits and Poſts, and therefore wou'd 
have this pemes nos alter'd, and interpreted more 
in favour of the Publick : Every man for him- 
ſelf, and God for us all, as the ſaying is. For 
this purpoſe Lord Biſhop B. writes a Book and 
Preaches a Sermon : His text, words of our Sa- 
viour, S. John 18. 36. My Kingdom is not of this 
World, but certainly his Lordſhip will never 
perſwade any, but ſuch as are very forward to 
believe him, that the Divine Wiſdom was then 
telling Pontius Pilate, how he had ſettl'd his 
Church, here upon Heth. He did that with 
his Apoſtles, both before and after.— By the 
context it appears to me, that the Jews to gain 
the Roman Governour on their ſide to Condemn 
him, accus'd him of Ambition, and a Deſign 
of Uſurping the Throne of David from whom 
he deſcended, as is plain by their Words, if thou 
ſetteſt this Man at Liberty, thou art no Friend to 
Cæſar. Pilate therefore having ask'd him v. 33. 
Art thou the King of the Jews. Jeſus anſwered, 
My Kingdom is not of this World ;, in the ſame 
ſenſe, without diſpute, as he had done to the 
Mother of the Zebedees.— I am of Opinion his 
Lordſhip may with as much eaſe, Preach ano- 
ther Sermon on the Petition in Our Lord's 
Prayer, Thy Kingdom come, and perſwade his 
Auditors, there's no further neceſſity for re- 
peating it, ſince his Sermon.— It lay conceal'd 
in Wales till his Lordſhip brought it to Town 
from Bangor. Then there's the Article of the 
Apoſtles Creed too; I believe the H. Catholick 
Church, That may be the Subject of _— 
or 
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for the fame Purpoſe, and liable to the ſame 
Conſtruction: For Church, is Kingdom you 
know; and the Article will run thus. I be- 
lieve the Holy Kingdom of Chriſt : And by an 
Inference from his Lordſhip's Doctrine, plain- 
er ſtill: I believe my Self and no Body elſe : 
And then a Man is ſure not to tell a Lye, at 
leaſt when he repeats this Article. Our 
Dove, underſtood it in his Lordſhip's Senſe 
too, to be ſure, for her Self: For I never 
heard of any Church ſhe Believd, after ſhe 
had got Enacted, Juriſdictions, Privileges, Su- 
periorities, and Preheminences, Spiritual, and Ec- 
cleſiaſtical, as by any Spiritual, and Eccleſiaſtical 
Power, or Authority hath heretofore been or may 
Lawfully be exerciſed, &c. Here's an Au- 
thentick Creation of a Pope Joan in Petti- 
coats ; not an idle Story of one in Breeches. 
But whilſt her Hand was in; compiling Ar- 
ticles of Faith for her Subjects to believe, 
and disbelieve; and altering ſuch, ſhe did 
not Like; Ithink ſhe committed a great Solli- 
ciſm, in not altering likewiſe that Article, 
and giving it Words that ſhou'd expreſs a 
Truth, for her believers to Repeat: Thus : 7 
believe Holy O. Elizabeth: For Varniſh and 
apan it 2s much as you pleaſe, the Sum of it 
wall be, ſhe made her Church of England be- 
lieve Her, inſtead of believing any Church 
her ſelf; as her pious Father and learned 
© Bia Bro- 
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Brother had done before her, and theſe are 
your Gods, O IJſrael, who brought you out 
of the Land of Egyyt. Well? Tho? I can- 
not be of Opinion that his Lordſhip's Ser- 
mon, has any coherence with his Text: Vet 
do think the Lower Houſe of Convocation 
have no Reaſon to repreſent his Lordſhip's 
Doctrine, as tending to Subvert all Government 
and Diſcipline in the Church of Chriſt. For 
they and his Lordſhip are equally Innocent, 
or equally Guilty: Since they both hold for 
the ſame Principle, Scriptures alone: And 
there can be no other Difference, but that 
they would Monopolize it to themſelves, and 
his Lordſhip in a more frank and generous 
Way, is for ſharing it with his Neighbours.— 
As to the Second Accuſation that his Lord- 
ſhip ſcems to impugn and impeach the Regal Supre- 
macy in cauſes Eccleſiaſtical, and the Authority f 
the Legiſlature to force Obedience in Matters of x 
Religion by Civil Sanftions. Nothing of this 
Nature, can be made appear againſt his | 
Lordſhip neither, for any Man may ſafely 
Swear, that his Lordſhip deſires aud wiſhes 
with all his Heart, that his preſent Majeſty 

K. G. wou'd exert his Regal Supremacy, in 
Favour of the Kingdom of Chrift ; and the 
Legiſlature enatt Obedience to it, by civil 
Sanctions: And both in imitation of their Glo- 
rious Predeceſfors, Queen Elizabeth, and het 
Parliaments,cull out ſuch Miniſters, as are for 

the Work, and turn out all who may any 
Way Obſtruct it. The Light of the Goſpel 
ſhines Brighter now (as *tis thought) in —_ 

| 
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1 
ples Eyes, than it did in the dimm Days of 
Queen Elizabeth: And the Proteſtant Princi- 

le is wrought up by more ſublime and re- 
fd Wits, to a greater perfection; her en- 
deavours were but the Dawn of Reformation. 
A great deal of the Fg yprian Miſts, Fogs, and 
Darkneſs of Popery ſtill overcaſt Religion, 
and clouded her Sight ; Things were done 
but by Halfs—— for Example, this very 
Point in Diſpute She couw'd never be pre- 
vail'd with, to ſet the Four Evangeliſts en- 
tirely at Mberty: () All ſhe did was to put 
'em into Meflengers Hands; where they have 
lain ever ſince under Confinement.— She and 
her Biſhops, (ſhe ſaid) ſhou'd have the Au- 
thority to interpret for her Dominions as the 
Pope and his Biſhops did for the Reſt of Chri- 
ſtendom— Not an Inch of Proteſtancy more 
couꝰd be got from her in this Caſe, but, that 
ſhe'd Renounce for her ſelf and them, all 
claim and pretenſion to our Lords being 
with them, as alſo all his Promiſes of the 
Holy Ghoſt for ever, Cc. which the other 
Supream with his Biſhops ftand tiff for, and 
will not be perſwaded to Relinquiſh, and be- 
come Fallible: Becauſe (ſay they) we are Com- 
miſſion'd by him, and act as his ſubſtitutes in 
his Kingdom; not in our own, by virtue of 
Acts of Parliament. He ſees very well what 
we do, and having promis'd his Subſtitutes 
D 2 at 
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at Firſt, that he would be with 'em, ec. we 
verily believe he takes Care by mviſible 
Ways, that we ſhall not abuſe his Subjetts 
with Superſtition, Idolatry, and Damnable 
corrupt Doctrines, but that we ſhall deliver 
to em his eternal Truths, not our own 
Whims and Comments ; this is all the Infal- 
libility we Claim, which is nothing in rea- 
lity, but that our Lord who has employ'd us, 
is Infallible, Omnipotent, Infinitely Good: 
Who died for the Salvation of us all, and 
will have as Inſtructed, and Inſtruct others 
now in Truth, as well as thoſe that liv'd in 
the Days of his Apoſtles.— Unleſs you'll ſay 
he came down from Heaven to teach Truth 


only to one Generation; and left all the Reſt | 


of Mankind to ſhift for themſelves, with an 
Excuſe inſtead of Doctrine for their Salvation: 
That they knew not how to come by it, a- 
mongſt the Various Interpretations, &c. can 
any Chriſtian believe this of J. C. This laſt 
Plea Proteſtants muſt not allow, for it depo- 
ſes Reformation where *tis already, and 
ſhuts the Doors againſt its entring any where 
elſe, and that's a ſpecial Reaſon, And the 
other Plea is but a Baſtard Brother to it, and 
does the ſame Miſchief: Therefore (I ſay) 
*tis thought, that if the Supream Eccleſiaſti- 
cal Authority wou'd Impower a certain ſet of 
Men I cou'd Name, for the Viſitation of the 
Eccleſiaſtical State, & c. Reformation of all man- 
ner of Frrors & c. a more Compend ious Ab- 
ſtract of Chriſtian Faith, then has appear'd 
as yat in the World, wou'd ſoon be racy 
, wit 
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with an Abridgment of unneceſſary Articles 
that tower it above our Reaſon, and are not 
compatible with our Five Senſes. This 
wou'd be a more Gentleman like Faith, re- 
er WM liſhing of a free and liberal Education: 
vn WF For as a Gentleman of my Acquaintance (c) 
1- W fays, (who is very well read in the Princi- 
a- W © ples and Nature of modern Chriſtianity ) 
Ss, „ what ſignifies Parroting over fo many 
© Creeds. The doing of which can be no 
d © more pleaſing to God, then if a Parrot 
rs * ſhowd pronounce ſo many Words— (d) St: 
in Paul's ſine fide impoſſibile is out of Date, the 
y virtuoſi make ſurprizing Diſcoveries in Reli- 
: gion, as well as Philoſophy. 
n 


This digreſſion does not make me forget 
the Intereſts of the Nonjuring Church; tho? 
ſhe's in a manner withdrawn into the Milder- 
1 neſs, and almoſt Inviſible, ſhe has her Politick 
t Views as well as the Reſt, looks behind as 
- well as before her, conſiders what has been, 
1 may be again. A Supream Head of one Re- 
| 
| 
) 


ligion, and a Body of another, is an odd 

Sort of a Compound : Therefore ſhe's of O- 
inion nom, tis better to have no Head at all: 

== and Fatal Experience having convinc'd 

her at laſt, that her Original was Humane 

: not Divine. Five or Six Hundred Spiritua 
Common! 
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Common- Wealths, canton'd here and there, 
in the Four Corners of the Earth, ſhe thinks 
wou'd be Right. Metropolitans might fit on 
Top of the Steeples, and preſide with a far 
better Grace then Semper Eadems.— And till 
a Fig for the Pope— But alas this is all Hu- 
man Invention as well as the Reſt, and ſubject 
to the ſame Frailties of Anarchy and Confu- 
fion ; in Lieu of that Unity our Lord ſo 
earneſtly repeated in the Prayer to his Hea- 
venly Father. St. John 17, — If I have 
gueſs'd Right at all your Aims, and the Con- 
ceal'd Inclinations of your Hearts, (which 
your Actions manifeſt) what a ſtalking Horſe 
do you make of Religion and Scriptures ?— 
Whilſt *tis the Duty of every Mortal to 
ſquare his Actions, his Words, even his very 
Thoughts by them; you, and all your Foun- 
ders have all along been contriving to make 
both ſtoop to your Appetites, for the Things 
ot this World, and — very Vile Ones.— 
As the Articles of your Belief, are meer E- 
quivocations to ſignify any Thing or Nothing, 
true or falſe, juſt as you pleaſe to Interpret; 
this has an Influence on the Honeſty and Mo- 
rals of the People, to make every Thing to 
be Right, or Wrong, Good, or Bad, juſt as it 
ſuits with their Convenience, Intereſt, or 
corrupt Inclinations: And a canting Sound of 
Reformation, the Light of the Goſpel, Go- 
ſpel Diſpenſations, &c. Trumpetted in the 
Ears of the Unlearned and Fickle — 
leads 
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leads em on to their own Deſtruttion, (e) hears 
„ Difference enough between the Popiſh and 
* your Reformed Church, the Truth of 
% Poctrines, and the Excellency of one Com- 
* munion above the other ! (f) 


Popery — There's a Word, that might have 
made the Thirty Nine juſt Forty — For it 
ſignifies even coy en pleaſe too. You make 
a Raſh Judgment it you think I have been all 
this while Pleading for it. No, I am not, for 
Novelties in Religion; and Popery is not ſo 
Old by a Day as the Reformation ? *Twas 


never heard of in England before; tho? Chri- 


ſtianity, and Catholick Religion, had been 
planted in the Nation, both amongſt the 
Britons and the Engliſh, by the Zeal of Popes, 
many a fair Day ago— Dis nothing but a 
Coat made of a Bull-bear's Skin, Lin'd with 
all the Wicked Filthy Rags, that can be 
pick'd up; Yar Primitive Fathers, were the 
Taylors, in diebus illii, the Uſe they made of 
it, was, for Reformation amongſt the Vu 
till at laſt Reformation clap'd it on their Backs, 
and kick'd *em out of Doors alſo. Does not 
this look ſomething like a Judgment ! Or 
the Story of Phalaris with his brazen Bull? 
Nay, the very Reform'd Whigs and Diſſen- 
ters have had the Inſide out, on their Backs 
(when the late B. of Salzbury was in his high 

Flight's 
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Flights for he had 'em too, when they made 
for his Purpoſe) and were dy'd a deeper 
Crimſon, then the Scarlet colour d Whore. (g) Tis 
© a very hard Caſe that Words and Sounds 
* ſhou'd have ſuch an Effect, (not upon the 
* Nature of Things, which is unmoveable ;) 
te but upon the Minds of Men in thinking of 
* them; () that the very ſame Word re- 
* maining (which at firſt repreſented tru- 
ly one certain Thiug) by having Multi- 
de tudes of new inconſiſtent Idea's, in every 
«Year added to it, becomes it ſelf the grea- 
te teſt Hindrance to the true Underſtanding 
* of the Nature of the Thing, firſt inten- 
© ded by it Since No- body owns the Pro- 
feflion, methinks all Party's ſhould agree, to 
diſcard the Miſchievous Word, and inform 
the People of the true Deſign and Original 
meaning of it, if for no Honeſter a Reaſon, at 
leaſt to prevent the Currying one anothers 
Hides with it, every Day a Freſh : If you'l 
yield to this, we'll take the Sermon in our 
Hands, and go back to the New Teſtament it 


| ſelf, to make the Experiment, whether we 
have not loſt the Senſe of this Word, Church. 


© (i) Becauſe there alone we ſhall find the Origi- 
© na} intention of ſuch Words, or the Na- 
© ture of the Things deſign'd to be ſignify'd 
by them, declared and fixed by our Lord, 

or 


(g) Burnet's Diſc. of the Doftrin Worſp. and pratt. 
of the C. of R. 5. 75 W 4. 05 Sem. P. 9. 
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te or his Apoſtles from him, by ſome ſuch 
« Marks, as may if we will attend to them, 
& guide and guard us in our Notions in thoſe 
& matters, in which we are moſt of all con- 
cern'd= but I proteſt before hand I will go no 
farther ; nor be carry'd up into the Clowds, in 
Search of Kingdoms and Kirks where there's 
neither path nor track ; hurry'd Backward 
and Forward by every wind of Doctrine to 
be drop'd at laſt, the Lord knows where! 
If we can find the Holy Catholic Church of 
Jeſus Chriſt upon Earth, well and good ! I will 
believe her and her Doctrine, and admit of her 
Interpretation of Scriptures, as well, as the 
Scriptures themſelves, at her Recommenda- 
tion: But if there's no ſuch Reality; no- 
thing but a mere notion and ſound of 
Words— why then, I Know what I Know! 
But I believe Nothing. Nor No body. Not 
any Interpretation, not even my own ; (tho? 
never ſo ſtiff and poſitive in my Opinion) for 
that's all, tis not Faith. Nor can I believe 
there's any ſuch thing as a Text to interpret: 
Tis only a Suppoſition; a poſtulatum, unleſs 
there's a Church of God, (a Real Autho- 
rity, and Infallible too, which I am bound 
in Conſcience to Believe) that Preaches it 
to me. | 


That there was ſuch a Church of Jeſus 
Chriſt once, I appeal to the Sermon At firſt 
it was only the number Small or Great, of thoſe 
* who believd him to be the Meſſiah; or of 


** thoſe who Subjected themſelves to Him as 
E | their 


1 
& their Kino, in the affair of Religion.” (R) 
This is very Fair and Orthodox; but has 
his VLordſhip read no more, ot this Number 
7 1 or Great? What Au *horiry ard Power 
the Meal loft with them, over the Reli- 
fiofi and Corfcignces of Men at his A ſcen- 
fon into Heaven ? How they a cted in this 
Ather ? Pad this been told* in che Sermon; | 
it word have ford the Pains of retracting a | 
bold and too general A ſſertion ; but it wou'd 
not. Have proved any thivg for the Syſtems 1 
own.z and Pohtieks are rade uſe of, in the 
Pulpit, as well as at the Bar, not to Blab out 
auy thing, that” may prejadice the Cauſe.— 
His 1 ordihi * mitt own whilſt this Number 
Small or Great, d it was Greater and Grea- 
ter, every Day) were upon Earth ſuch Sub- 
jets, as his Lordſhip pleads for, were Rebels, | 
and baniſh'd the Kingdom both in this World, 
and the next. Deliver'd over to Satan. This 
was Ex communication, but not Humane, nor a 
Triffle, becauſe twas by Authority from our 
Lord. — Well, but when the Bodies of this | 
Number, Great or Small, were inſhrin'd and 
their Souls in Heaven; then there was an 
end of Subſtitutes, Vi Scegerents Interpreters. —&c. 
Liberty and Property was Eſtabliſh'd ; and 
his Lordſhips X. ingdom Succeeded, Ge. Soft 
and Fair ! Whence did his Lordſhip fetch 


his Apocripha for this piece of Hiſtory.— 
This 
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This is ſome of Biſhop Barnet Original 
Manuſcripts, with: Amendments Bequeath'd 
to his Lordſhip — I never. read of ary Re- 
volut ion in the Government, — Nor of any 
Acts of Limitation-in the Prerogative- He- 
reditary Right took place ſtill in every Sue- 
ceeding Age: Till juſt two hundred years 
ago (as I ſaid) *twas deem'd to be Guilty of 
Introducing Popery and Slavery; and was 


1 Abdicated, as unit to Govern a Proteſtant 
* Kingdom. High Church allows of this — even 
1 a Nonjuror muſt own this was well Gone, w 
oY Yet they are fo void of Reaſon, that they 
* will not allow, that it was done on the Bot- 
* tom of Revolution Principles, (becaute the Ori- 

ginal Contract (the Lex Satica) betwixt the 


People and their Governors was broke, there 
was a total. Subverſion of the Conſtitution, 
and they might make a new oe with whom, 
and with what Limitations they pleas d) but 
will obſtinatly maintain a Nonſenſical Here- 
ditary Claim, for no other Reaſon, but be- 
cauſe they ſhall get by it Dominion and Pro- 
fit Not that they Care a ruth for the Iufalli- 
bility part, of Right or Wrong, True or Falſe. 
Let's ſee a little into this, and try if tis 
not impoſſible to Reconcile two Proteſtant 
mes. | 


' Chriſt left behind him no viſible Authori- 
ty. No Vicegerents, no Interpreters ſince 
his.own (or that of the Apoſtles) expired, 
lays L. C. (I) —Chriſt left behind him a 
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viſible Authority : viſible Vicegerents, viſi- 
ble and Audible Interpreters calld the Vi- 
ſible Church of Chrift, © A Congregation 
* of faithful Men, in the which the pure 
& word of God was Preach'd, and the Sa- 
© craments duly Adminiſtred according to 
& Chriſt's Ordinance, * (n) But alaſs *twas 
Frail, Fallible, Err'd groſly, let Superſtition 
and Idolatry creep into her Belly, was a 
Whore of Babylon; for the Promiſes of Chriſt 
were only to his Apoſtles : Expired with 
them, &c. (o) This is the Doctrine of the 
other two Churches. Now if there were 
not ſomething in the Caſe of greater Con- 
cern (to them) then Religion; wou'd any 
People, make ſuch a Noiſe about a Trifle / 
A Nicety ! whether ſuch a Vile Creature of 
a Church had an Authority ? (which no body 
was oblidg'd in Obey, but on the contrary 
oblidg'd to Conſcience to abondon) or had 
no Authority at all ; which is the ſame thing ? 
For ſhame Gentlemen Peace, Peace, k 
Peace. Luther was x Madman for adding to 
the Article, Ouod nos interpretamur hoc Senſit, 
Spiritus Sanctus. Queen Elizabeth ſhew'd the 
Modeſty of her Sex, when ſhe own'd that 
Churches might Err (but I hope ſhe did not 
mean to include the Holy Catholick Church 
of Jeſus Chriſt which we profeſs to believe 
in our Creed) That wou'd reſemble too much 
the Virago. “ The Churches of Jeruſalem, 
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&© Ale xandris and Antioch have Err'd, fo al- 
“ ſo the Church of Rome hath Err'd not on- 
« ly in their living and manner of Ceremo- 
* nies, but alſo in matters of Faith. () Lu- 
ther's Church has Err d, Calvins Church has 
Err'd. King Harry's Church has Err'd. K. 
Edwards Church Err'd, but his Siſter Men- 
ded it. Queen Elix abeth Church (tis a Hun- 
dred to one at leaſt) has Err'd. High Church 
Err's, Low Church Err's. Nonjuring Church 
Err's. At leaſt, the odds are againſt Either 
fide. There's none but the Quakers, and the 
Men of Biſhop B. Kingdom (tho? I think his 
Lordſhip admits the firſt for Subjects, then 
they are all one) who can never be in the 
Wrong— *Tis no matter for what St. Peter 
ſays, that the unlearn'd and Fickle, pervert the 
Scriptures to their own Deſtruftion ;— He was 
a Pope. 


As long as the Phrenſy laſts of every Man, 
or any Man, or any particular ſet of Men, 
making Scriptures alone, their Rule and Guide 
either, for themſelves ; or for themſelves and 
others ; the Nation is but one Hoſpital of 
Diſtracted heads in matters of Religion. 
When a Man's once got out of his way, the 
further he goes the more he Strays ; and if 
the Saylor ſteers his Veſſel by a wrong Point 
of the Compaſs, he may $ail {till he has turn'd 
round the Globe, but ſhall never Arrive at 
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the Port he deſign'd. This is the Caſe with 
all you pretended Reformers ; You have been 
Troting on, and Tacking about with every 
change of Wind for theſe 200 years; are got 
into a Wood; in Clouds and Foggs, have 
your Degree of Latitude, and in lieu of it, 
loſt are intirely bent, on the Search of 
a fixt Point of Longitude, for a North 
Eaſt, or North Weſt paſſage into the other 
World. — But *tis all to no purpoſe; it has 
been try'd oft enough to convince you, tis 
Labour loſt, of no Profit; but certain Ship- 
wreck. The Debate you are upon at preſent 
is a Material Point, and tho' you ſay, you 
are all one in Eſſentials; no reaſonable Man 
can believe it, till you reſolve Unanimouſly 
who is to have the Authority of Interpre- 
ting.— The Article of the Apoſtles Creed, 
¶ believe the Hely Catholick Church, is a very 
Eſſential part of Faith. You have all the 
Claims before you: Luthers, Calvins, Q. Eli- 
zabeths,the Biſhop of B's Kingdom, &c. Now 
to which of all theſe Interpreters are Chriſti- 
ans in Conſcience oblidg'd to. Submit, (for 
Authority to interpret you all in a Trim- 
ming fort of a way are forc'd to grant) but J 
wou'd fa in ſee the bold Man's, Quod nos inter- 
premar hoc Sen ſit Spiritus Sanftus. Unleſs ther's 
that join'd to it, Interpretation is not worth 
a Button. A quick diſpatch is earneſtly wiſh'd 
for, before all Faith and Religion is interpre- 
ted away out of the Scriptures and Creeds : for 
Reformers are a Goſpel fort of Chymiſts, and 
their Heads Limbecks, that diſtill the Scrip- 
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tures over, and over, till all Evaporates in- 
to Fumo; and will not be at reſt, till they 
have ſtrip'd the Nation ſtark Naked, as it 
was in the days of Hengiſt and Horſa; the 
Conſequence of this will be, what every True 
Proteſtant loves, as the Devil loves Holy 
Water; to have the Pope of Rome, ſend 
Monks again, to Convert us to Chriſtianity 
and Popery.— You ſee I make uſe of all the 
Perſwaſives I can pick up, to Create Peace 
and a good underſtanding amongſt you ! If 
this laſt has loſt the Virtue, it us'd to have, 
in Caſes of Neceflity ; I will preſcribe one 
that I am ſure will do, when nothing ' elſe 
can; tho' Ten to One you'll ſay, it Deſtroys 
Liberty and Propei ty. 


> *Tis. this: Inſtead of puzling your Heads 
and ore another, with new Churches and 
Kingdoms, or believing human Inventions on 
the Goſpel and Scriptures : Either of Lather, 
Calvin, Queen Elizabeth, or any Body elſe : 
Set aſide. all Intereſt, Prejudice, Prepofleſſi- 
on, Party, &c. And conſider, whether there 
was nota time, when the Holy C. Church of Je- 
fas Chriſt, by Authority from him, interpreted 
the Scriptures ; and Chriſtians were oblig'd in 
Conſcience to beheve her Interpretation, and 
not make Scriptures alone their Rule and 

Guide, deſpiſing Her. % 388 
If ſo, either this Holy Catholick Church 
of Jeſus Chrift, was loſt ſome time or- other, 
her ſelf: Or loft the Authority ſhe had from 
him, to interpret Scriptures to Chriſtians. 
Low 


. 
Low Church is of Opinion ſhe loſt her Au- 
thority. High Church thinks ſhe was loſt 
her ſelf— When a School Boy tells a Lie, 
how many more is he forc'd to invent, to 
make out his Story! But ask him when, 
where, how, who told him ſo, &c. He cer- 
rs Cutts, and is caught in his Roguiſh 

ricks, | 


To ſecure her Authority, the Apoſtles de- 
clar'd it an Article of Faith for Chriſtians 
to profeſs daily, (not only whilſt They ſhow'd 
be the Paſtors, ) but to the end of the World 
That they believd the Holy Catholick Church. 
And this has been Profeſs'd, Declar'd and 
Repeated, both in Publick and Private, every 
day, by Millions ; from the Age they Liv'd 
in, till this very Day.- What a ftrange 
Article did the Apoſtles put into their Creed 
for People to Parrot over, when ſhe had loſt 
her Oredit! = How many more Unwarran- 
table Tales muſt be invented and told, to 
make Folks believe this was poſſible ? 


If this Holy Catholick Church of Jeſus Chriſt, 
was loſt her ſelf, but left a Piece of her 
Authority behind her, which Queen Eliza- 
beth took up and made a preſent of it to Her 
Biſhops! — when was it ſhe diſappear'd ? 
in what Age of Chriſtianity, in what King- 
doms and Countries, firſt ? for (She was Catho- 
lick or Univerſal) what Hiſtories or Writers 
of thoſe Days give the Relation, or mention 


the Revolution ? This cou'd not be done in 
i a 
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a Corner. I have Read ſo many Incon- 
ſiſtent Anſwers to theſe Queries from you 
Gentlemen, Every one in a different Story; 
or elſe telling it after one another, that tis 
plain, they are mere Inventions, and Un- 
truths : ſince your Evidences do not agree. — 
The Subſtance of em all is, that ſome time 
or other, you cannot tell when, Popery 
(which turn'd into Engliſh, means Superſti- 
tion, Idolatry, Errors, corrupt Doctrines cc.) 
Crept in Crept in! Where? Into the Ho- 
ly Catholick Church of Chriſt ! — The Devil 

imſelf never believ'd ſuch a Story. He 
might put it into ſome Peoples heads ; but 
he Knew better things. — To decoy 'em from 
ber, was his Buſineſ ; then he 'em in 
his Wiles, cou'd Manage em at pleaſure; 
make em believe any thing, or nothing; 
Luther or Calvin, Mn. Ci. or Thd. This is 
one of the depths of Satan, the laſt B. of S. was 
not aware of.— I bave Read of abundance of 
Hereticks with their Hereſies, Errors, Super- 
ſtions and corrupt Doctrines, who Crept out of 
the {Church : But never of any that Crepr 
in. — Your inſpir'd Patriarchs, Crepe out of the 
Church they were Chriſten'd in; but none 
of you, can name us the Church they Crepe 
into. — They all of 'em made Churches of 
their own, for deluded People to Creep into, 
and believe them; and not Believe the Holy 
Catholick Church. 


And is not this a mighty plauſible Tale! 
That about a Thouſand years ago (ſome hun 
dreds over or ſhort ; that's the Calculation 
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Low Church is of Opinion ſhe loſt her Au- 
thority. High Church thinks ſhe was loſt 
her ſelf.— When a School Boy tells a Lie, 
how many more is he forc'd to invent, to 
make out his Story! But ask him when, 
where, how, who told him ſo, &c. He cer- 
tainly Cutts, and is caught in his Roguiſh 
Tricks, 


To ſecure her Authority, the Apoſtles de- 
clar'd it an Article of Faith for Chriſtians 
to profeſs daily, (not only whilſt They ſhou' d 
be the Paſtors, ) but to the end of the World: 
That they believ'd the Holy Catholick Church. 
And this has been Profeſs'd, Declar'd and 
Repeated, both in Publick and Private, every 
day, by Millions ; from the Age they Liv'd 
in, till this very Day..- What a ftrange 
Article did the Apoſtles put into their Creed 
for People to Parrot over, when ſhe had loſt 
Her Qredit! — How many more Unwarran- 
table Tales muſt be invented and told, to 

make Folks believe this was poſſible ? 


If this Holy Catholick Church of Jeſus Chriſt, 
was loſt her ſelf, but left a Piece of her 
Authority behind her, which Queen Eliza- 
beth took up and made a preſent of it to Her 
Biſhops! — when was it ſhe diſappear'd ? 
in what Age of Chriſtianity, in what King- 
doms and Countries, firſt ? for (She was Catho- 
lick or Univerſal) what Hiſtories or Writers 
of thoſe Days give the Relation, or mention 


the Revolution ? This cou'd not be done in 
| a 
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a Corner. I have Read ſo many Incon- 
ſiſtent Anſwers to theſe Queries from you 
Gentlemen, Every one in a different Story ; 
or elſe telling it after one another, that tis 
plain, they are mere Inventions, and Un- 
truths : fince your Evidences do not agree. — 
The Subſtance of em all is, that ſome time 
or other, you cannot tell when, Popery 
(which turn'd into Engliſh, means Superſti- 
tion, Idolatry, Errors, corrupt Doctrines cc) 
Crept in— Crept in! Where? Into the Ho- 
ly Catholick Church of Chriſt ! — The Devil 
Bimſelf never believ'd ſuch a Story. He 
might put it into ſome Peoples heads ; but 
he Knew better things. — To decoy 'em from 
ber, was his Buſineſs ; then he had 'em in 
his Wiles, cou'd Manage 'em at pleaſure ; 
make em believe any thing, or nothing; 
Luther or Calvin, Mn. Ck. or Thi. This is 
one of the depths of Satan, the laſt B. of S. was 
not aware of.— I have Read of abundance of 
Hereticks with their Hereſies, Errors, Super- 
ſtions and corrupt Doctrines, who Crept out of 
the Church: But never of any that Crept 
in. — Your inſpir'd Patriarchs, Crept out of the 
Church they were Chriſten'd in; but none 
of you, can name us the Church they Crepe 
into. — They all of 'em made Churches of 
their own, for deiuded People to Creep into, 
and believe them ; and not Believe the Holy 
Catholick Church. 


And is not this a mighty plauſible Tale! 
That about a Thouſand years ago (ſome hun 
areds over or ſhort ; that's the Calculation 
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( 42 ) 
as near as you can Gueſs) The Holy Catholick 
Church, Duck'd down at Queen Hithe, and 
never popp'd up her Head again, till the 
Reign of King Henry the Eigth - was 
pluck'd up as far as the Knee's, by Cranmer 
and Ridley, in the days of his Son; and quite 
ſet upon her Legs by the Daughter ?— Or 
as ſome other Legends will have itz now 
and then Peep'd out here and there; but 
the Whore of Babylon being Univerſally every 
where, wou'd hit her Raps over the Pate, 
and make her pullin her Horns ? —At the 
time ſhe div'd, whenever it was, what faid 
her Biſhops, her Paſtors, her Learned Do- 
ctors! Did none of 'em oppoſe it? They 
us'd to be very Alert, when any Novelties 
or new Crochets, were ſtarted in Points of 
Doctrine ! were they then all a Sleep? — 
Our Lord too moſt certainly muſt have been 
again, (b) In the Sterne a Sleep on a Pillow, whilſt 


his Church bulg'd and pluog'd in: Did none of 


"em cry out to awake him, and 7 unto him, 
Maſter care ſt thou not that we Periſh ? — This 
was done we muſt ſuppoſe, in the dark Ages 
of Ignorance / If any body will but take the 
the Pains to look over only, the Catalogus 
Scriptorum, of every Century, he will ſoon 
perceive that this happen'd when People 
cou'd neither Read nor Write no Body 
but the Pope. They were an inſenſible 
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& and degenerate Race, who were thinking 
© of nothing but their preſent Advantages : 
ce and ſo that they might Then ſupport a 
& Luxurious, and Brutal Courſe of Irregular 
4 and Voluptuous Practiſes, they were eaſily 
“ hired to betray their Religion. Blind, 
* Ignorant, Lazy, Dumb dogs, that cou'd 
© not bark againſt Idolatry, Superſtition, Po- 
&« pery creeping irto the World. — * Here's 
a Sketch indeed, that the late Biſhop of 
Sarum defign'd for the Clergy of the Church 
of England, which I believe to be as Loud 
an Untruth, as any he ever told: Yet ſhou'd 
it be admitted: Still he Yelp'd, and HowPd 
continually Himſelf: And was there no Bo- 
dy, in the Imaginary Spaces of thoſe dark 
Ages, of equal Merit to him, who might 
have left Poſterity, a Preface, an Introdu- 
ction, an Hiſtory, ſome Sermons or Pamphlets 
for a Warning ?— This is a very odd Con- 
ceit, that they ſhou'd all lye down at the ſame 
Inſtant, in every Climate of the World (as 
if it were by conſent) and take a longer Nap 
then the ſeven Sleepers! Such Suppoſes as 
theſe, wou'd never be offer'd for Argument 
by Men of Sence; were it not for the old 
ſaying, a bad Excuſe, is better then 
none. — 


To conclude this Subject: our Lord did 
Form his Church whilſt upon Earth, of a 
Number Small or Great (as the Sermon ſays) 
who believ'd him to be the Meſſiah. (c) He left 

Authority 
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Authority with this Church to interpret the 
Scriptures, (which the Sermon conceals : ) and 
Chriſtians were oblidg'd in Conſcience to be- 
lieve their Interpretation, and not their own 
Fancies, This Holy Catholick Church, © was a 
cc Viſible Congregation of Faithful Men in 
© the which the Pure Word of God was 
C Preach'd, and the Sacraments duly Ad- 
« miniftred according to Chriſt's Ordinance 
& (as Queen Elizaberhs Nineteenth Article 
&« fſays) (d) This Viſible Congregation, or Holy 
© Catholic Church, Preach'd the pure Word 
« of God, and Adminiſtred the Sacraments 
« according to Chriſt's Ordinance in eve 
„ Age (e) from the Apoſtles toithis day, anc 
will do ſo to the end of the World: And never 
diſappear'd, nor was Corrupted with Errors, 
Superſtitions, &c. You are all of you there- 
fore oblidg'd in Conſcience to admit, and 
believe the Interpretations of Scriptures, this 
Holy Catholick Church delivers : (Not thoſe 
of Luther, Calvin, &c.) or elſe you are liable 
to Tus Cenſure of our Lord, who Diſpiſes you, 
Diſpiſes Me. Laſtly all Chriſtians have the 
ſame Obligation, of not believing your Inter- 
pretations, no more then the Interpretations 
of your Founders, and Patriarchs ; nor their 
own Interpretations; but the Interpretation 
of the Holy Catholick Church. It you will 
follow this Rule , there's an end of all your 
Diſputes and Quarrels about Religion; you 
may 
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may live in Peace on that Score. You may 
Unite and be all one, as our Lord and his 
Heavenly Father are One: And the Members 
of this viſible Congregation of his Holy Ca- 
tholick Church, tho” diſpers'd in all the Na- 
tions of the Earth, are One, in Faith and 
Sacraments according to Chriſt's Ordinance, and 
the Pure Word of God. — Nothing but this can 
ce prevent your disjointing into ſeveral Pieces 
le IF ſtill, to the end of the Chapter. — If you 
ly Blink, and affect to be ſhort Sighted, and 
rd ask which is this Holy Catholick Church, 
ts where is ſhe? Is ſhe at Rome? At Paris, 
. Vienna or the Indies, &c. (For ſuch affected 
Queries are urg'd as Learned Arguments, by 
r ſome.) The anſwer will not fit any of your 
Ss, Churches, or Viſible Cengregations. She is 
- not Confin'd to Rome, Paris, &c. Nor to any 
1 Particular City or Nation; as all Sects are, 
8 She is Catholic, that is Univerſal both as to 
8 Time and Place: Through all Ages, from the 
- Apoſtles to us: Through all Nations: Ie 
Omnem terram exivit ſonus — A Viſible Con- 
gregation, or Body of Chriſtians thus Univer- 
ſal has a Demonſtration to prove it Catho- 
lick, and her Dottrines Holy, and the true 
Faith of Je ſus Chriſt : and e contra Aſſemblies 
or Congregations, who's Epochas, or Cor- 
ners, are Evident to all the World; have 
the Mark upon 'em of Hereſy or Schiſm. 


Our Lord when he laid the Foundat ion, 
ſaid: No Man when he lighteth a Candle, Co- 


wvereth it with a Veſſel, or putteth it under a 
Bed, 


(45) 
Bed, but ſetteth it on a Candlefick, that they ®* 
who enter in, may ſee the Light.— (f) as his Diſ- Gt 
ciples were, The light of the World, whilſt they I 
livd. His Holy Catholick Church is the * 
light of the World in all Ages. And the 
City, ſet upon a Hill which cannot be hid. (g 
But if Men Vi ſhut their Eyes at Noonday 
they may tell us, they ſee no Light: And 
*tis true, but whoſe Fault is it? This Will is 
a very Blind Faculty of the Soul, pretty poſ- 
ſitive, and obſtinate; and if Inclin'd or Diſ- 
pos'd to Act prepoſterouſly, and Guide the 
Under$tanding : it has its own way: Scriptures 
alone for a Rule ;, and then quarrels with all the 
World about the true Senſe, and Mean- 
ing, For as the Apoſtle tells us, oportet He- 
reſes efſe.— *Tis neceſſary there ſhou d be Here- 
ſies, that it may appear who's in the Right. 


(f) S. Luke 8. 16. (gs) S. Mat. 5. 15. 


The inclos'd, if you pleaſe, 
to your Nurſes. | 
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ADDRESS'D 


To the two Sis T ERS. 


„„ His Man's caſe was ſingular and 
c Surprizing, but it well Reflett- 
2 ed on, *twill abate our wonder, 
ben we ſee Truth ſet before 
D ;mpeoples Eyes, and under their 
Noſes, yet they are reſolute; and the whole 
bent of their thought and Invention, is how 
to oppole it ! The Proprieters of this World 
generally ſpeaking, are guilty of one great 
Fault and diſcover a Weakneſs, when they are 
as ſhy of their beſt Friend, as of their worſt 
Enemy; nay the laſt is a Favourite, perhaps, be- 
cauſe he has the good breeding, to Fawn up- 
on and Flatter the Maſter of a great * 
ba 
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bad Qralities ; Whilſt the other, has the ill 
manners, to ſhew a concern for the want of 
good ones in a Perſon to whom he wiſhes 
well, and preſumes to tell him Trurb. This 
is one way that keeps her in awe, and at a 
diſtance ; But this is a ſmall fault, (in com- 
pariſon) tho* the Ground and Source of more 
prevalent ways and means, to baniſh her 
the Thoughts, and Minds of Men. © When 
* the Frowns and Diſcouragements of this 
« preſent State attend upon Conſcience and 
Religion; when the Kind and Charitable 
* force of Penalties and Capital Puniſhments 
* to make Men think and chuſe aright are 
« apply'd ; nay when the leſſer and more mo- 
** derate Penalties of Negative Diſcourage- 
* meuts that belong to human Society, are 
<< put in Practice, this is to act contrary to 
© the Intereſts of True Religion, when theſe 
ſame Proprietors, will impoſe their Sentiments 
on the World, for the true Doctrine of Hea- 
ven. | 
The Jews, tho' Slaves in a manner to their 
Roman Maſters, yet ſuch was their Malice 
to our Lord, that they Bully'd their Gover- 
nour, into a compliance with their Rage and 
Paſſion. I thou (ſay they) ſetteſt this Man at 
Liberty thou art no Friend to Ceſar: And he 
thro? a ſervile fear of diſpleaſing the Court, 
and looſing his Poſt perhaps, comply'd with 
their importunity ; Sentenc'd Eternal Truth 
the very Word of God; firſt to be Scourg'd, 
and then Crucified. His Intereſts over-rul'd 
his Conſcience; for he knew him Innocent : 


But the Offices or Glories of State and pr 
— Ap- 


— — 


e @ Þ ee e re e 5 ax UW 


(49) 

e Apprehenſion of the leſſer and more mo- 
« derate Penalties, &c. prevail'd, aud Truth in 
&« Perſon was Condemn'd — When our Redee- 
mer had told him, (a) For this cauſe am T born, 
and for this Cauſe came I into the World, that I 
ſhould bear Witneſs unto the Truth, and all that 
are of the Trath hear my Voice! He ask'd this 
Queſtion whar is Truth? And when he had ſaid this 
went out, and in ſpight of Evidence and Convicti- 
on the Criminal pronounc'd againſt he judge. He 
ſtruggled all he cou'd with hardned and unre- 
lenting Jews, but their clamour and noiſe pre- 
vailed over his timorous Politicks, he comply'd 
with their wicked Deſires; than waſh'd his 
Hands and cry'd he was Innocent, let them 
look to it; as if he had no Hand in't. This 
plea of Pontius Pilate is much in vogue again in 
our Days, when a Man ftretches his Conſci- 
ence out of a tender regard to his Intereſts or 
Eaſe at preſent ?— But let this paſs, he has long 
ago appear'd before a Tribunal where the al- 
ledging ot his good Intentions, and the Con- 
ſtraint he was under, cou'd not . excuſe his 
Crime; and the Tryal of the latter is coming 
on ſooner perhaps than expetted. 

What I have to offer to you (Nurſes) is a 
Reflection 1 often make; comparing your Cir- 
cumſtances in many Points, with Pontius Pilate's. 
Here, your Pupils come up to Town, and ſet- 
tle about in the Country, where they find a 
Houie and living prepar'd by the Piety of our 
Anceſtors ſome Hundred Years ago, for ſuch 
as were ordained to teach Chriſtians to be all one 
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in Faith and Charity ; but inſtead of applying 
themlelves to this Duty, they ſow the Seeds of 
Diſcord and Contention among the People, who 
are not capable of judging for themſelves ; and 
conſequently are miſled into damnable Errors ; 
as Choice or Chance, or a ſimpathy of humour 


Guides em to their Inſtructors; who are alto- 


gether taken up with Quarrels about this Que- 
ſtion of Pilate, what is Truth? And like him 
turn away from it without any other Reſolve, 
but that they'l be the Oracles themſelves: And 
from hence ſprings all the Miſchret. 

Now this is all owing, to one falſe Principle 
they imbibe, whilſt under your Care, which 
has confour ded all Truth in Religion, and.bler't 
it in the ſame heap with Errors and Hereſy, ne- 
ver to be diſtiuguiſh'd whilſt tis maintanrd ; but 
the ſame(b)Scriptures reaſons are alledg'd equally 
for the one, as for the other, and thoſe will Tri- 
umph who have the beſt Lungs, and are moſt 
Noiſy. However I will plead for you Pilate's 
Reaſons for excuſe : This wrong Principle, was 
& not admitted into your Nurſeries by inclinati- 
« on, and as a reſult of Judgment; but intro- 
ce duc'd by charitable Force and thr eats, with the 
cc le!ſer and more moderate Penalties of nega- 
e tive Dilcouragements. * From the Day you 
were Chriſtned for ſome Hundreds of Years till 
about the middle of the 15th Century, you 
taught your Pupils, (b) and they the People a 
better Rule : And your decrees judg'd them 
Hereticks who made Scriptures alone their Rule. 
The H. C. Church; the Belief that was Uni- 

ver ſal 
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verſal in all Nations was what you rely'd on, Pro. 
feſs'd and Taught. This United body of Chriſti- 
ans or C. Church you ſaid, our Saviour commiſſi- 
on'd to Teach and Interprerthe Truth of his Go- 
ſpel to the World. Particular Churches, parti- 
* Paſtors, particular Men, were to learn 
their Faith and Religion from her, and to ad- 
mit her Interpretations of Scriptu res for the true 
Doctrine of J. C. under pain of being conſider'd 
(c) as Heathens or Publicans. Thoſe were your In- 
ſtructions till K. H. wou'd be Head of the 
Church, and then tis true you had your Mores, and 
Fiſhers, the Ornaments of their Age and Country, 
witnefles to the end of the World for Religion, 
Truth and Juttice, againſt the Iniquity of thoſe 


Days; but you with Pilate, to preſerve your 


Poſts, were conſtrain'd to condemn Truth. — 
Herod or Pilate might have had your conſents for 
Supremacy upon the ſame Terms—The Son and 
Daughter (as Children, and Women are fond 
of Novelties,) wou'd have the Power and Au- 
thority both of Mead and Church too; inter- 
preting Scriptures, framing Liturgies, appoin- 
ting Eccleſiaſtical Sheriffs (as one of your 
Hiſtorians terms em; ) compiling Articles 
of Faith in contradicton to all the Reſt of Chri- 
ſtendom. I will not ask what Prince; but what 
Pope, what Head, what Church ever preterded 
Authority to act after this wild Rate? — Still 
you were forc'd like Pilate, to conſent, and pro- 
nounce againſt Truth, for fear of being turn'd 
out of Doors. (4) Their Hcadſhips by their own 
Spiritual and Eccleſiaſtical Power and Authority did, 
what never had been done Heretofore; nor was 
it 
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it poſſible for any Pope or all the Popes in the 
World to make ſuch an index txpurgatorius of 
Articles of Faith, in ſpight of all Chriſtendom, 
as K. Edward's Forty Two, or Q. Elizabeths 
Thirty Nine. Here, you were Nail'd down to 
remain in Pilates condition, as long as you taught 
School. From their Sole Authority, and by Men 
picked out, and commiſſion'd by their Sole Autho- 

rity and Approbation were all interpretations of 

Scriptures to flow,to theſe Kingdoms : You were 
doom'd to alterthat Principle you had gone upon 
from the Beginning,aud to teach your Pupils for 
the future, that Scriptures alone (thus interpreted) 
were to be a Rule to the People. Luther, Calvin, 
Knox &c. were own'd to be a pack of mad Fel- 
lows indeed, who ſet up Faiths without Autho- 
rity, but here was Authority acquired— by and 
with advice of Lords and Commons; tho” the 
Philoſopher ſays, nemo dat quod non habet. You 
were ſomething ſhamfac'd, and thought it not 
proper to urge what was not cuſtomary ; viz. that 
Seriptures alone interpreted by Authority of Queen and 
Council, confirm d by act of Parliament, were to 
be the Rule to Chriſtians. Scriprares alone, with- 
out any Explanation, ſounded better; the reſt 
might be underſtood as it might ſuit with Conve- 
nience. This trimming I compare to Pilates 
wathing his Hands, and yet pronouncing Sen- 
tence— This Oraculous Janus ofa Principle (that 
Squints over and above, to every point of the 
compaſs) has no fixt Truth afligu'd it ſeems by 
you, for the Inſtruttion of your Pupils ; but us 
committed intirely to their Sagacity, and Ac- 
cuteneſs ; to manage to the beſt Advantage—To 
ſay the Truth they are not Idle, but are tugging 
with all their Induftry to try who ſhall have = 
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beſt end of the Sandy Rope — and tis my fancy 
your Pupils of all the Three, now, think it 
more Natural, that Headſhip and Churchſhip 
thou'd devolve to them, then remain where 
'twas lodg'd by Elizabethe Capite Primo. 

In good ſober Truth (Nurſes) this is all wroxg ; 
for it ought not to belong to any of em, 
the right owners were in pofleflion before they 
or auy of their Anceſtors were Born; and de- 
pend upon't, will ſo continue tothe End of the 
World, in ſpight of all Interlopers here and 
there : Preſcription, Olim poſſideo, prior peſſideo; is 
an Indefeafible Title. You ſee here what our 
Sauiour {aid to Pilate. For this cauſe am I Born, 
and for this cauſe came I into the World, that I ſhould 
bear Witneſs unto the Truth, and all that are of the 
Truth hear my Voice. Had Pilate attended to this 
Voice; had he deſired to be inftrutted by him, 
and believ'd him : He had been a Member of 
his Church in this Life, and Reign'd with him in 
his Kingdom for ever after : But you know what 
occaſion'd his Sin and Misfortune ; Politicks of 
this World how to be Eaſy and happy here, and 
for the Sake of theſe, Sacrificing TRUTH to 
a malicious, perverſe, generation of Jews, who 
Hypocritically pretending Godlineſs, accuſed 
him of promoting Idolatry: Filium Dei ſe Fecit - 
And with a furious ſhew of Zeal for the preſeut 
Conſtitution; (Non habemus Regem niſi Ceæſa- 
rem) of Treaſon againſt the State — Theſe 
Words of our Lord to Pilate are the ſame tous 
and toall Mankind ;and all that are of theTruth hear 
hic oice. The Apoſtles and Diſciples he commiſſi- 
od werehis Voice. Witneſs: He who hears you, he ars 
ne; and a never diſcontinu'd Succeſſion from 
them, bears the ſame Authority, and is a never 
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continu'd Voice that Preaches and Interprets to 
the World, the Truth he bore Witneſs to ; and 
the ſame that the Sacred Writings of his Apo- 
ſtles and Diſciples atteſted. 

Now let us Reaſon a little on the other Side. 
Firſt on this new erected Kingdom | Whether 
thoſe, who truſt the Salvation of their Souls 
to ſuch Principles, Hear this Divine Voice. I ſay 
"tis Nonſence to affirm it: For they hear a 
Voice, of numberleſs Contradictions, ard con- 
ſequently of as many Lies. And can this be 
the Voice of our Lord who came into the 
World on purpoſe to bear Witneſs unto the 
Truth ? Secondly, I ask whether thoſe who heard 
Luther in Germany, Calvin at Geneva and in 
e &c. Knox and Buchanon Cc. in North 

ritain: Socinus in other parts, K. H. X. E. Q. E. 
here in England (or thoſe impower'd by them, 
for *tis all one) I ask I ſay, whether all theſe 
have heard, or hear the Voice of Chriſt ? I an- 
ſwer in the Negative for the ſame Reaſon ; 
and beeauſe, I cannot trace any Commiſſion from 
our Saviour to them, with the aſſurance of, 
who hears you, hears me; but on the contrary, 
that they were all a ſet of ſturdy People, who 
were reſolv'd to make a Noiſe, and be heard 
themſelves by their own Authority ; and make 
their Way with ſome ſort, or other, of Club- 
Law. To this laſt, you were forc'd to ſubmit, 
and had your Salaries continu'd ever ſince on 
theſe hard Terms, that, what the State pleas'd, 
was the Voice of Chriſt ; the: Holy Catholick 
Church was to be deem'd a Riddle, a Cypher; 
and ſignify nothing. 
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pretend I have anſwered Pilates Queſtion, 
as to this Point; and tis as certainly Truth, that 
this propoſition of our Redeemer : All that are 
of the Truth hear my Voice, is convertible to this 
other. All who hear not my Voice, are not of the 
Truth. To pretend that Scrip ures alone are this 
Voice] You ſee what comes on't : It contradicts 
it felf, and muſt end in ſome Bodies Interpretati- 
n. Your Pupils are all at Strife who ſhall have 
it: But 'twou'd make the Old Philoſopher 
Laugh again, to ſee how nicely they manage, to 
get 1t down, avoiding all they can the chewing 
of 1t for Fear— (e) And when they cannot help 
it, laying the whole ftreſs of their Arguments, 
on the Authority of Acts of Parliament on one 
fide, and the Example of pretended Reformers 
on the other; inſtead of the Acts of the Apo- 
ſtles, and the Practice of the Holy Catholick 
Church in all Ages, from them down to us.— 

To conclude (Nurſes) the Principle you 
taught your Pupils from your firſt Eftabliſhment 
for ſo many Hundred Years, was Right; it an- 
fwer'd the Prayer, our Lord ſo fervently made 
to his Heavenly Father, before his Paſſion, ma- 
king the true believers all one, in their Faith and 
Religion. How different ſoever in Genius, Cu- 
ſtoms, Inclinations, Intereſts, or Degrees of 
Capacity in their Intellects, they were all of 
the ſame Communion, in Articles of Faith 
and Sacraments. The Scholar had no Advan- 
tage over the Peaſant ; nor the Prelate wiſer 
then his Flock, in Faith : It was deliver'd to 
dem with equal Meaſure ; and equally they be- 
4 liev'd 
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liev'd what none of them cou'd comprehend : They all 
heard the ſame Voice : And he was the moſt Learned in this 
School, who's Prattice anſwer'd the neareſt to what they 
were taught. ——- Again it anſwer'd to the Apoſtles 
Creed whole Authority, as yet, is not quite aboliſh'd in 
the Nation, tho' this modern Principle (Scriptures ; No- 
thing but Scriptures) bas arm'd free thinking Brothers ot 
the Reform with Weapons againſt it. And tor thele 
Reaſons; your modern, looſe, undigeſted Principle is 
Wrong: For it breeds Diſputes, Diſſ-otions, Quarrels: 
diſunites Countrymen, Acquaintance, Friends, brothers; 
Children and Parents— The Learned with it brag of new 
Utopian Diſcoveries, which th: World had never heard of 
betore but (g) had lain bid under one of the great effects of the 
length of Time and Meanings annexed to certain Sounds ——— 
As if our Lord ſince the Days of Pilate, had never taken 
any Care of Trutb, tho' he wes Born and came into the World 
for this Cauſe——— The Prelate is not only ot a different 
Belief from his Flock, but even from thoſe of his own 
Rank and Order —— $0 that, (Nurſes) for you to give 
Men their Degrees, and then turn 'em looſe into the 
World, with ſuch Inſtruct ions; is in Effect, neither more 
nor lefs, then a Licence for em, to Diſpute, and Quarrel 
with all the World, and one another; without ever being 
able to} Anſwer Pilate's Que ſtion: But in lieu of it, doing 
juſt as be did, condemn TRUTH. 

Your Circumſtances, I own, are more deſperate then 
his; for he cou'd only Fear what might happen: Or, to 
appeaſe a Mob, and get rid of Importunity , did it for the 
Sake of eaſe and quiet. But your Fortunes and Livings are 2 
retaining Fee for the Cauſe; and the Stare long ago, has a- 
bridg'd theLiberty and Property of your Judgments; at leaſt 
Truth muft not be told whatever you think. However, this | 
am ſure you will avouch; that Truth, Religion, Juftice, the 
Holy WORD of GOD, ought not to have been given up 
a Sacrifice to the capricious Wills of a perverſe Geperati- 
on of Men, for the Sake of Politicks, Eaſe, and Conve ni 
ence by Pontius Pilate. 
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A RULE for 


Nrvriprure and Conſcience! Here are 

two Words of a glorious Sound: 
And a Bangoriſt will tell us, that 
tis impoſſible for a Man to be in 
SSS==2 the wrong, or loſe his way to 
Heaven, who lays claim, and holds faſt to theſe 
a. two, according to the beſt of his Underſtanding. 
eat This might paſs for truth perhaps, had there 
never been any Hereſies in the World; and if 
up] Conſcience were always without Spot or Ble- 
ati miſh : But ſince the Apoſtle tells us, that the 
en. firft are liable to (4) falſe Conſtruttions, and that, 
at the very firſt Appearance of St. Pauls Epiſtles, 
they were perverted by Men, to their own De- 
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fruition ! And the other a mere Proteus, that aſ- 
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(53) 
ſumes all the Shapes, that Intereſt, or debauch'd 
Inclinations prompt it to. I think it more than 
dangerous to embrace L. B. of B's Doctrine. 
A falſe Gloſs upon the Scriptures, is no Scrip- 
ture at All, but Error and Hereſy ! No Word of 
God, but the Doctrine of Men, and Inſinua- 
tion of Satan. And a wrench of the Conſcience 
is as bad, and often worſe than none: For a 
pretended Conſcience will plunder, ſequeſter, 
kill and deſtroy, when 10 Conſcience is at quiet 
for the reſt, if it can hut filch and ſteal. 

His Lordſhip, and the reſt of his Brethren of 
the Reform, wou'd end all their Jars and Diſ- 
putes, if, inftead of giving Scriptures and Con- 
{cience for a Rule to their miſguided Flocks, 
they would be pleas'd to give them a Rule for 
Scriptures and Cunſcience : For Experience teaches 
us, that tis unreaſonable that any Man ſhould 
be his own Carver, where the Intereſts of Ci- 
vil Affairs are concern'd ; and Reading inftrucs 
us (at leaſt we cannot diſcover by it) that in 
Religion A. God ever granted any ſuch Privi- 
lege to Men. Tis evident, that tho' particu- 
lar Apoſtles, and Diſciples, had ſupernatural 
Gifts and Inſpirations from our Lord for the 
Propagation of his holy Goſpel, yer 'tis as evi- 
dent, the Catholick or Univerſal Conſent was 
their Rule, for the true Senſe of the Word of 
God, whether written or unwritten: To this 
they appeal'd and ſubmicted, witneſs Paul and 
Barnabas, who were deputed videre de verbo hoc, 
and none of them alledg'd, Viſum eſt Spiritui 
Sando & mihi: But wiſum eſt Spiritus Sancto & 
n'bis is upon Record, in oppoſition to all our 
precended Reformers. To abjure either the one 
or the other; the Catholick Senſe, or the ſu- 
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pernal Aid, and Direction of the H. G. (they 
have ſet both at Defiance) is down right redu 
cing the holy C. Faith of J. C. and all the ſ 
cred Scriptures of Prophets, Apoſtles, Diſci- 
ples, and Evangeliſts, to mere human Inven- 
tion Lutber may boldy aſſert tis true, quod 
nos interpretamur hoc ſenſit Spiritus ſanctus: But 
Zuinglius, Carolſtad, Oecolampadim and Calvin, Q. 
E. and her Apoſtles, thought him too arrogant, 
his Interpretation not the Word of God, but a 
Comment only of the Man. And what is his 
Senſe of their Articles? We cenſure, ſays he, the 
Zuinglians, and all the Sacramentaries fur Hereticks, 
and Aliens from the Church of God. — (6) J 
do proteſt before God, and the World, that I do not 
agree with them, nor ever will while the World 
ſtands, but will have my Hands clear from the Blood 
of thoſe Sheep, which theſe Hereticks drive from 
Chriſt, deceive, and kill. So that he's fully per- 
ſwaded, we find, that their pretended Scrip- 
tures, are ſo far from being the Word of God, 
that he ſcarce allows them to be the Inventions 
of Men, but rather Suggeſtions of the Devil---- 
(e) ] bave nothing to ſay ta Carolftad, ſays he, 1 
pity the poor miſerable Fellow : But I diſpute againſt 
the Devil in him. (d) Puto non uno diabolo obſeſſum 
fuiſſe miſerabilem illum hominem. He bad bis 
Expoſition from the Devil. — Zuinglius, indeed, 


thinks it was but a human Invention. (e) Carol- 


ſtad will have it, ſays he, that when Chriſt ſaid, 
this is my body, the pronoun This pointed to himſelf, 
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(b) Tom. 2. Wittemberg, fol. 381, 382. 
(e) Luth. Tom. z. Jen. fol. 61. 
(a) Loc. Com. c. 5. p. 47. t. 3. J. fol, 68, 
(e) Zuing. tom. 23. ſol. 155. 
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not to the Bread, &c. Ego, ut ingenue dicam, ho- 
minis laudo induſtriam. I commend the Man's in- 
genuity. But for himſelf and his figurative 
Expoſition, he alledges ſomething ſtronger. (f) 
* Leve noneſt, quod per ſomnium didicimus, gratias 
© Deo. What we dreamt is no ſmall Buſineſs, God 
© be thank'd.---- (g) For whilſt I was aſleep, a 
* Prompter ſecm'd to jog me cn the Elbow, and 
« bid me tell them that the Verb eſt 1;, ſtood for 
© fenificat Repreſents: as in Exod, 12.—-— But 
he unluckily torgetting whether this ſame Prom- 
pter were black or white ( ater fuerit an all us nil 
memini) made as good Proteſtants as himſelf 
believe, that (%) Sole Meridiano clarius eſt, non 
Deum verum, fed Diab lum ipſiſſimum, Zuinglio per 
ſomnium, ſuam Hereſim Sacramentariam inſpiraſſe, 
tis as evident as the Sun at Noon, that, not God, 
but the very Devil himſelf inſpir'd Zuinglius in 
a Dream, his Sacramentarian Flerefie. Whence Fobn 
Calvin, and O. Elixabeth had their Expoſition 
upon this Article of Chriſtian Religion, the 
Reader is at liberty to opine and gueſs: I am 
apt to believe, it was at rebound or ſecond- 
hand ; for I never read they pretended to ex- 
traordinary Means or Revelations. 

As for the German Doctor himſelf, tis true, 
he ſtood ſtoutly up for the Words of Inſtitution 
in their literal Senſe: They were too plain and 
poſitive, he ſaid, to admit of Tropes and Fi- 
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(f) ibid. fol. 249. 

(E) By the by, pray Reader take notice, that this Man was 
the Corner ſtone of K. Ed's Church. | 
(bh) Conrad. Schlufſclburg in his Prefage to Theol, Cal- 
vin. 
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© gures; (i) cou'd he have been perſwaded by 
© any one that there was nothing in the Sacra- 
© ment but Bread and Wine, it would have been 
i a ſingular Obligation, for by it he could have 


« done more miſchief to the Papacy. 
However, tho' he ſhew'd ſo much Heat and 
Zeal for a real Preſence, (k) and refuted all 
their Arguments ſuggeſted againſt that Point; 
yet His great Doctors of Divinity farniſh'd him 
with convincing Proofs, againſt this Sacrifice of 
the new Law; who, being as great Politicians 
as Doctors of Divinity, ſaw very plain, cwas 
the ſame in effe& for their Purpoſe, whether it 
was by one or t'other, that they held him faſt 
by the Poll, ſince it equally depriv'd him and 
all his deluded Diſciples, of the Benefit of the 
facred Inſtitution. A Sum of the whole Tran- 
ſation is accurately penn'd by himſelf. Luth. 
Tom. 7. Wittemb. 1588. L. de miſſa privata. fol. 
443. and Tom. 6. Genen ſi. fol. 28. de Miſſa angu- 
lari, in ſhort thus: Once J was ſuddenly awak'd 
about Midnight —— Satan began this Diſputation 
with me, ſaying —— Hark ye, right learned Dr. Lu- 
ther, Thou baſt ſaid Maſs almoſt every Day, for 
theſe fifteen Years, what if ſuch Maſſes were horri- 
ble Idolatry? &c. He commends the Devil 
for an able Dector of Divinity; but I prefer 
his Rhetorick. The coakſing Pug! What a 


(i) Luth. Epiſt. ad Argent. 

(k) Luth. in colloquio Menſ. German Edition. fol. 216. 
Ipſorum argumenta per otium a diobolo audivi, & 
graviora quidem, fed per verbum Dei vici.—— He 
convers'd, he ſ1ys, with no ſmall Devils. Nan vulgares led 
magni d@mounrs, imo doctores Theologiz inter diabolos. 
bid. 275. 
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fly Exordium was this to a Man of no ſmall 
Pride, in order to reconcile the Benevolence 
of his Auditor. Again! H:bet Diabolus gravem & 
fortem wocem, ſays he. The Devil bas a deviliſh 
fbrill and ſtrong Voice. Here's the Force of Elo- 


cution Well, tho' I can have no good 
Opinion either of Satæn's Logick or Divinity, 
however, it muft be own'd of all ſides, the 
Devil got the better of the Doctor; for as Hoſ- 
pini anus, a very true Proteſtant, ſays; He being 
inſtructed by the Devil, and convinc'd by bis Rea- 
ſons, that the M:(s was a wick:d thing, be aboliſh'd 
it, Hoſp. Hiſt. Sacramentaria part. 2 fol. 131. 

Now if this be the Caſe 'cis a very ſad one, 
that Proteſtants ſhould have no ſurer Grounds 
for their Religion, than a human Invention at 
beſt, or perhaps a fly Infinuation of the Devil 
N a T xt, (as tis certain he's too fami- 

iar with People's Brains, when they uſurp Autho- 

rity to dictate, whoſe Province is to learn.) It 
avails em little to appeal to Scriptures, amuſing 
the unlearn'd and ignorant, when, at the caſt- 
ing up of the Account, it mounts to no more 
than juſt what they themſelves have told us, in a 
plain, flank, and eaſy Stile. 

And here TI hope my Reader will be of my 
Opinion, that human Inventions, whether with, 
or without Texts of Scripture, are flat Popery, 
when engrav'd on Tables for Articles of Faith 
and Religion, can contribute nothing to the Sal- 
vation of Mcn, but on the contrary, open them 
the Gate to the broad Way: Tis one of the 
Depths of Satan, in the late B. of S. Phraſe 5 — 
Any Religion that deviates from the adoring of 
God in truth, as eftabliſh'd upon Earth by F. C. 


Our 
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our Redeemer, who for this Cauſe was Born, &c. 
anſwers his Malice againſt his Maker, Rage and 
Envy againſt Man: — The Jew who receiv'd 
him not, the Pagan, Heathen, Turk, are In- 
ſtances all of this: And to draw nearer to the Sub- 
je& of this Diſcourſe, the numerous Sects of 
Hereſies, ſprung up amongſt Chriſtians ſince 
his Aſcenſion into Heaven, are in the ſame pre- 
dicament. True Religion is from God: He 
planted Waters, and gives the Increaſe, as he 
promis'd, by an eſtabliſh'd Authority of a H. C. 
Church to propagate it in the World to the end 
of the World; prote#ed by him thro” all the Na- 
tions of the Earth, in Unity of Faith, and pre- 
ſerv'd by him from Hereſies, Schiſins, Popery 
and Corruption. — If this be not the Senſe of 
his Words? I am with you to the end of the World, 
the Holy Get will teach you all truth, &c! There 
can be no Religion from God in the World ; 
we muſt ſay, he has given it up to Men as he 
has the World; tradidit mundum diſputationi eo- 
rum, that the good Shepherd has taken no care 
of his Flock, but abandon d it to the Mercy of 
every upſtart Pretender, to cloak himſelf with the 
Sheep's Skin, (Scripture) and teach the World his 
own Inventions.— I wiſh the Proteſtant Reader, 
who ſets ſo high a Value on his Senſ2s, when 
he debates reveal d Myſteries above his reach, 
wou'd exert em on this Point, which is not be- 
yond his Province, 

As true Religion is from God, and (One) by 
fix d Authority from him, deliver'd to Men: 
So falſe Religions, Hereſies, and Errors, are 


numerous: Eafily guels'd who. they are from, 


and evident, by whoſe Authority promulg'd : 
They 


( 64) 
They are Tares ſcatter'd by rhe Enemy amongſt the 
Wheat, to choak it, and ſuffer'd by the great 
Mafter of the Family (whoſe Judgments are in- 
ſcrutable) ill the Day of Harveſt. —— Tho' at 
odds among themſelves, their Properties are the 
ſame : Their own Wills and Heads the Rule, 
Mealure and Authority for their Religion. 
Hence by a neceflary Conſequence, Diſſention 
and Contentions for the Maintenance and Pro- 
pagation of the Offspring of their own Brain; 
and proportionably to the Increaſe, Vigour, or 
Decay of their Judgments, and Underſtanding ; 
a Mutability of Opinions and Doctrine, with 
Multiplicity of Whims every Day ſtarted by 
ins. — CA. T. who think themſelves 
ſufficiently qualified and authoriz d to ſupply 
the Place of Prophets, Apoſtles, Loctors of the 
H. C. Church, and in their ſtead, to diſpenſe 
the Myſteries of Religion, and Senſe of Scriptures, 
after the Pattern of their Patriarchs into whoſe 
Faiths they had been baptiz'd, either of Luther, 
Calvin, Cranmer, Ridley, or Q. E. and by their 
Example, with the like Motives of Intereſt, 
Paſſion, to ſerve a Turn, &c. apoſtatizing from 
the Keligion they had been taught, and propa- 
gating ſomething more to their purpoſe. 

From theſe Premiſes a Demonſtration ariſes; 
that as true Religion is from Heaven, falſe Re- 
ligions or Sects from Hell; and Men are the 
Means or Iuſtruments of conveighing both to 
the World; it follows, that no Man or Con voca- 
tion of Men are to be credited in Point of Do- 
Arine, unleſs they can ſhew by what Autho- 


rity from God, they publiſh ſuch and ſuch Te- 


nents to the World. I know all the pretended 
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modern Reformers from Luther to Whiſton bawl, 


they have Scriptures. But this is a manifeſt 
Sham upon their Followers, and the unthink- 
ing Part of Mankind, of whom they beg the 
Queſtion ; which returns upon 'em: From what 
Authority is the Conſtruction, Senſe or Mean- 
ing allotted by them to the Words of the Text? 
It we can trace it no further than to the Man, 
or Men's Brains that publiſh it, we may depend 
upon it, tis a human Invention, &c. — No 
Doctrine of F. C. our Legiſlitor, of his A- 
poſtles, or Catholick Church from him; but 
the Inſinuation of Satan to deprive Mankind of 
the Faith, and Sacraments he inſtituted for the 
means of our Salvation, — If the Laws of Na- 
tions had no ftanding Authority to interpret 
and diſpeuſe their true Senſe and Meaning to 
the People, Force and Rapine would take Place, 
and uſurp the Bench of Juſtice and Equity, by 
the Inftigation of the Devil coo, who doubts it? 
— And are the Laws of Heaven, Religion, 
the Word of God, the Faith, Precepts, and Inſti- 
tutions of our Redeemer, abandon'd to the ca- 
pricious Choice of Men,to prophane them with 
Errors, Hereſies, Corruptions; and no Autho- 
rity or Protection ordain'd from Heaven to pre- 
vent the growing Miſchief 2 — What Chriſtian 
in his Senſes can believe it? — And who, but 
ſuch as are given up to a reprobate Senſe, can 
interpret ſo many poſicive Expreſſions of our Sa- 
viour to the contrary, to a limited term of Years, 
to the Lives of the Apoſtles, half a Century, a 
Century, two or three, juſt as it ſuits with the 
convenience of their Syſtems ? — For example: 
The Proteſtant Centuriators of Magdeburg — 

ure 
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ſure all the Primitive Fathers, Biſhops, and 
Martyrs of the very fuft Ages, as guilty of Po- 
pery in the highett degree ; Broachers of incon- 
gruous Opinions, Errors, >tubble and ottaw. — 
The Pcoteſtant Apoltles and Doctots of Q. E's 
Church, with the ſame Front and Confidence 
affirm chat they were ali good Proteſtants, () 
O merciful God (ſays the trit Proteſtant Biſhop 
of +*uli:bury) Who would think t ere could be ſo much 
wilfulnejs in the beart of Man ? O Gregorie, O Aus 
guſftine, O Hierom, O Chry/ojtom, O Leo, O Diniſe, 
O Anacletus, O Situs, O Paul, O Chriſt ! If we be 
Aci ved, ye are they that have deceived us, &c. 
The. Papiſts ( bave not one Father, net one Decor, 
not one allowed ex. mple of the Primi: ie Church to 
wake for them; with a great deal more to this 
Tune, over and over; deliver 4, U ſays, xot in the 
ve hemence of Spirit, it beat of Tolk, but even as 
before God, by the way of Simplicity and Truth, left 
any of you ſuould hap!y be deceived, and think therg 
is more weight 0% the. other fide, than in concluſion 
there ſhall be found. Thus the Royal Apoſtle, 
back d by the Diſciple and Doctor. (a) Audi, Cams 
piane, crys Whitaker, quam eg die fuellus Vocem 
veriſſimam ac con ſt ant iſſimam emiſit, qu n d ad 
Sexcentorum annum antiqui aum prove vit vo- 
biſque abtulit, ut fi vel unicam ex altquo Passe aut Conr 
cilio, claram et dilncidim ſententiam reti, non 
recuſaret quin vubi , palmam cuncede et: EA ef 
noſteum omnium pra i, idem omnes pullicemur, 
fidem non fallemus. urke ye, Mr. Campian, 
we are all of the ſame Opinian, &c. —— and 
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0 Juel in his Serm. p. 43, at Paul's Crofs, (n Ibid, 
lx) In telp. ad tat. Camp. lat. 5, | | 
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yet the very ſame tele, in another place ſays» 
( 0 Ex Patrum erro ibas, weſter ille Pont ficiæ reli- 
gioni cento conſutu ft. The Popiſh Keliviom is 4 
patch'd coverlit of the Fathers Errors, ſtliteb d together; 
and Dr. Hamphry, in the precious Jewel's Life, 
blames him ſeverely. for giving the fi, roo large 
4 Scope, wronging bimſell, ahl after a manner be- 
wraying both himſelf and the Church, -- What can 
be the Conftruction of al this now, backward 
and forward? but that eveiy way is Right or 
Wrong, juſt as it makes for their Purpole, Time 
and Circumftances conſider'd. »hifrs of 
human Invention, all to help Maiter Luther's 
great Doctor of Divinity at a dead lift, and 
return him Civility tor Civility, by propagating 
what he inſpic'd, 314 3% 

But without further Diſpute, all- and every 
one of theſe Doctors, whether Viſible or Inviſible, 
are Seducers, when they advance their own,or one 
another's Senſe of Sccipeures for Cbriſtian Do- 
ctrine in Oppoſition to what is belicv'd and 
taught in every known Nation of the Earth, for 
the Doctrine of our Saviour: This has ever 
been the ſtanding Rule in every Age of Chriſtie 
anity, not only to the Commonality, but to the 
Greateſt Docturs, the Holiet Biſhops, the dtouteſt 
Mareyrs for their Faith ami Religion To this 
they appeal'd, againſt all Precenied Reformers; 
and from this Community, which they term'd 
the Hyly Cat bolick Church, they learn'd the Religion 
they taught and preach d: tus they maintain'd 
to be the fie Author ity fubſticured by A God 


ä * 
— 
ꝶꝗ6 353 


(0) Contra Duræum, 1. 6. p. 423. 
I 2 upon 


(68) 
upon Earth to guide all Mortals to Heaven; and 
this they prov'd by Arguments both from the 
Patriarchs, Prophets and Apoſtles : One in- 
ftance, of many, may ſuffice for Proof of this 
Aſſertion. When the Prime Reformers of the two 
laſt Centuries ſeparated from the Communion 

2 of the reſt of Chriſtendom, and ſet up diſtinct 

Congregations for themſelves, a Proceeding ſo 

uncommon and out of the way, ſtood in need 

| of Reaſons, at leaſt to juſtify in Appearance. 

As they had eſpous'd for Doctrine, Errors cen- 

| ſur'd and exploded in former Ages; ſo they 

borrowed one Capital Hereſy from the Donatiſts 

of Afric:, to ſerve a Plea for their Singularity, 

That Sect pretended Reformation, and Purity 

of Doctt ine, to a degree of Rebaptizing ſuch as 

came over to their Communion ; all the reſt 

of Chriſtendom, as they affirm d, being defiled by 

the Doctrine of Cecilian and his Adherents, 

as now by the Biſhop of Rome. When Uni- 

verſality, or the H. C. Church was argued 

againſt em; that, they ſaid, was only to be 

apply'd to the Pure, Godly, and Reform'd ; 

and conſequently that they were the Catholicks: 

Texts of Scripture they had at Command, and 

a pretty conſiderable number of Biſhops (whoſe 

Ordinations were never conteſted) to head em 

and keep em in Contenance — This laſt Cir- 

cumſtance (by the by) has not in the leaft fa- 
vour'd our modern Reformers. 

To pur a ſtop to this Schiſm, and Hereſy, 

the Catholick B B. of Africk, Aſſembled at 


| Carthage ; obtain'd an Order from the Empe- 
ror 
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ror Honorias, for a Conference : Nam'd a Com- 
mittee of Seven to be Managers on their parr, 
and preſcrib'd them Injunctions, what Argu- 
ments to inſiſt upon againſt the Donatiſts (p) 
(qui crimina falſiſſima Eccleſise Catbolicæ, que toto, 
ſicut de illa divina teſt antur eloquia, terrarum orbe 
diffunditur, obj iciebant; who accus d the Catbolicł 
Church, which, as the Holy Scriptures witneſs, is 
diffus d thro' all the World, of Popery, and Cor- 
ruption.) 1. That the Church of Chrift was ſo 
firmly eſtabliſhed by divine Promiſe to our 
* Holy Fathers, Abraham, Iſaae, and Facob, and 
* to all Nations their Pofterity, and Children, 
« by imitation of their Faith, that no human 
© Malice could ever prevail againſt it; for to 

© Abraham, Taus ſpoke A God, Per me jura vi, 
« Kc. All the Nations of the Earth ſhall be 
te bleſſed in thy Seed: To Jaac, I will make firm 
« the Oath I made to thy Father Abrabam, &c. 
And in thy Name all the People of the Earth 
« ſhall be Bleſſed — and to Jacob he con- 
* firmed again the ſame, ec. 22. The Pro- 
“ phets having a Fore-ſight of this Church in 
© the H. Ghoſt, ia, ſalutes it, Lætare fterilis 
© KC. —— Poſui te in lucem gentibus, ut fit ſalus 
© uſque in fines terre, I bave placed thee a light to 
te the Gentiles, that Sal vation may extend to the 
e borders of the Earth &c. —— Malachias fore- 
« ſeeing the Sacrifices, firſt ordained, ſhould 
© ceaſe, and an eternal Sacrifice ſucceed to be 
« offer'd up from che Riſing of the Sun to the 
«« Setting thereof, thus ſpoke to the Jews. Ay 


—_—— 
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(2) Mandatum factum in Ecclel. Carthaginenſi, | 
* Will 


e 
e Mill 3s no longer with you, ſays the Omnipotent: 1 
© will receive no Sacrifice from your Hands, for, 
© from the Eſt to the Weſt, my Nume is Glorified 
4 among ft the, Gentilts, and in every place Incenſe is 
% offer d to my Name ; and a pure Sacrifice, &c. 
„ Feremias, and Sophoniss teftify the ſame, 
© &c. To theſe, and many more Proofs out 
* of the Law, and Prophets, which aſſert' the 
* Church to be fpread through all the World, 
the divine Pſalms agree. Poſtal: a me,  dabo 
© tibi Gentes, Filiat meus es tu; ego hodie genui te 
E .—— He ſhall be Lord from Sea to Sea, and from 
© the River to the utmoſt bounds of the Earth, and 
© all the Kings of the Earth ſhall adore him, and all 
Nations ſerve him. &c. Therefore our 
* Lord Feſws alſo, who before ſpoke by 
* the Mouth of the Prophets, thus promis'd 
the Church after his Reſurrection: All things 
© ought to be fulfilled, fays He, which are 
© written of me in the Law, Pſalms and Pro- 
te phets ; then he opened their Eyes that they 
* might underſtand the Scriptures, and faid 
© unto them, tis thus written that Chriſt ought 
« to ſuffer and riſe: again from the Dead the 
« third Day, and Penance and Remiſſion of 
„ Sins be Preach'd in his Name, through all 
Nations beginning from Feryſilem, &c. rhus 
© explaining as it were unco em the propheti- 
“ cal Texts, Cc. -- And immediately before 
& his Aſcenſion, foreſeeing whence carnal Men 
4 would ſtruggle for their Factions and Parties, 
« when the Uiſciples ſought to hear ſomerhing 
ce relating to the end of the World! "Tis not 
% your buſineſs, ſays he, to know what the 
% Father has referv'd in his Power, 2 
5 Jna 
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e ſhall receive the Vittue of the H. Ghoſt, and 
© be wieneſs to me in Ferwſalem, Fudea, Sama- 
* 5, and to the whole Earth. The Apoſtles, 
© in conſequence of the Authority of this 
© maſterly Doctrine of Heaven, extol the 
Church, as encreaſing, and bringing forth 
© Fruit, through all the World; and to pre- 
„vent the Members of Chrift from dividing 
« into factious Parties, diftinguiſhed by the Names 
* of Men, thus the Apoſtle ſpake, to ſuch who 
* then began to be Guilty. I beſeech you, 
* Brethren in the Name of our Lord J. C. that 
© you be all of one Mind, let there be no 
« Schiſms amongſt you, but be perfect in one 
e Senſe and Meaning; for 1 am inform'd by 
* thoſe who are at Chloe, that there are Con- 
© tentions among you, and one ſays he is 
* for Paul, another for Apollo, a third for Ce- 
* ph, and I far Chriſt ſays another. Is Chriſt di- 
“ vided? Was Paul Cruciſied for you, or were 
* you Baptiz d in his Name? — Therefore 
et our Brethren and Fellow-Biſhops (whom 
e have Chclen to refute their Accuſations 
© in this Conference which is to be held) from 
“% hence defend the Holy Church againſt cheir 
« O jections; which Church we learn to have 
© bcen foretold by the Law, Pſalms and Pro- 
' phets. planted by the Works of our Saviour, 
* and Redcem'd by his blood, ſow'd and plant- 
* ed by the Labour of the Apoſtles, beginning 
* from Jeruſalem, where the Hh Ghoſt deſcend- 
% ed upog 4 hundred and twenty Souls aſſem- 
© bled together, and cqmmunicating to em 
** the Languages of all Nations, by this evi- 
“ deat Miracle declar'd that the Church was 
to 
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* to be in all Nations, and ſpeak all their Lan- 


ac 


% guages: — In their Acts and Epiſtles, we 


find they carried it into far and diftant Cities, 


© and Provinces : However theſe Men, againſt 
c whoſe Errors we have committed to our 
& Colleagues the Conferences and Defence, affirm 
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that this Church, through the fault ef Ceciliay 
formerly Biſhop ofthe Churchof Cartbage and his 
Aſſociates, is become corrupt, and the Remains 
of it is only to be found with the Partiſans 


* of Donatus. To refute this Idle and Sacrilegi- 
& ous Calumny, let our Commiſſioners diſtin- 
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guiſh the Cauſe of the Church from that of 
private Men; for the Church was foretold 


„ ſhould contain both Good and Bad, till at 


Harveſt the Tares ſhould be ſeparated from 


* the Wheat; the Chaff be winnow'd from the 
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«© Chaff, Goats, &c. 
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Corn, and the Sheep be placed on the right, 
the Goats on the left, who at preſent both 
feed in the ſame Paſture; or like Fiſhes in 
the Net dragg'd on Shoar (that 1s, at the end 
of the World) the good choſen, the bad caſt 
away. For ſuch are all Men in the Church; 
if they are good. they are Wheat, they are 
Corn, they are Sheep, Cc. If bad, Tares 
Therefore theſe 
Enemies of ſo clear evangelical Truths, are 
to be urg'd to ſhew, if they can, by what 
ways and means the Church ſo Univerſally 
ſpread, and encrealing far and near, as we 
have ſeen, could poſſioly be corrupted and 
periſh, by means of any they can accuſe, 
and Truth only remain with Donatiſſs? When 
they have ſhew'd this to be poflible, then 


indeed the Church mult diſcuſs and try whe- 
ther 
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te ther Cecilian, and his Ailociates, were ſuch as 
* theſe Men repreſent em; but if they cannot 
© demonſtrate, that the Catholick Church, 
© which the Word of God places in all Na- 
* tions, could be deſtroy'd for Mens Sins, then 
“ Cectlian's Faults, &c. have nothing to do with 
ce the Cauſe of the Church, C After this, 
© let not Cecilians Caſe be abandon'd, but be 
© defended, not, as the Cauſe of our Mother 
“C. but of our Brother Bp. not to be pleaded 
* again, but already judg d by Eccleſiaſtical 
« Cenſure, as tis prov'd by Records, &c. And 
* if, out of the way of Conference and Argu- 
* ment, maliciouſly and lirigiouſly they ob- 
ce je& Crimes to any of our Colleagues, let em 
© be anſwer'd, that this has nothing to do with 
e the Cauſe of the Church which we have or- 
“ der'd to be defended, nor yet do we refuſe 

© Trial on that Score, but defer it; that 

© when the Cauſe of the Church is ended, 

© then let em produce what Accuſations they 

te pleaſe againſt any of us, before their, and our 

“Judges, when they ſhall be joyn'd to Catho- 

© lick Unity; and may the Innocent go Free, 

and the Guilty be punith'd. Theſe things, 
« as we have deliverd em in Wining, and 


© whatever elſe A- God ſhatl inſpire em wich, 


© fuller and of more Force, we commend to 
© the Execution of our Brethren, and Fellow- 
6 Biſhops, Aurelius, Alypius, Auguſtme, Vincent, 
« Fortunatus, Fotunatianus, and Puſſidius, &c. 
This is the Sum of the Inftructions given by 
the Aſſembly or Council of the Catholick 
B. B. of Africk, to thoſe deputed for the Con- 
ference, who cloſely _ the Heads mark'd 
Oue 
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out to 'em, and kept the Donatiſts to the 
Point, who avoided all they cou'd their being 
brought to the Stake ; room for Excurſion and 
Squabble was what they aim'd at, to amuſe the 
Multicude: Who was't that went to the Emperor 
to deſire an Order for this Conference? What 
Stories had they told him? Since twas by their 
procuring, they muſt be the Plantiffs, and pro- 
duce Accuſations againſt em; then they would 
deſend themſelves, and prove em all to be 
wicked Lies and Calumny, Cc. quanta dicun- 
tur, ut nibil dicatur, anſwer'd the great Doctor of 
the C. Church, St. Auguſtine, to ſuch Quibbles. 
Non interponantur quæ ad rem neceſſaria non ſunt. 

Aug. r)“ We aſſert, ſays he, that the Church, by 
the Evidence of Divine Witneſs, is known by 
all to be plac'd upon a Mount as tis written; 
* to which all Nations flock, If there is any 
ce thing can be objected againſt this Church, 
& let it be ſaid, without trifling time away to 
* to bury Truth. -— (5) Again, We all own we 
s defired the Conference, becauſe you avoided 
it, that here at preſent the Truth may be 
te diſcuſs'd. Tis done: We are met, and you con- 
* trive to fruſtrate the Deſign. Let us begin. Let 
us ſee what can be ſaid againſt the Church 
& diffus'd thro' all the World, which we de- 
«© monſtrate to have been promis'd by the Word 
« of God, and now actually to Exiſt, ſo as 
“e to ſtrike the Eyes of the Blind, and pierce 
« the Ears of the Deaf. Let's hear her Crimes ; 
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() Collat. f No. 21. 
( 5 ) Auguſt, Ibid. No. 55. 
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« Let us ſee how She periſh'd who was promis d 
© to Abraham ; In thy Seed ſhall all the Nations 
&« of the Earth be Bleſſed. Due crimina iſtam pro- 
de miſſunem jurantis Dei delere potuerunt, audiamus, 
& noverimus, ſequamur; what Crimes 
ce cou d obliterate this Promiſe confirm d by the Oath 
« of the Almighty, let's hear, let's learn, let's be con- 
« wvinc d, and we will ſubmit. 

Aug. (t)“ The Church (this you don't care to 
& hear, but 'tis neceſſary you ſhould hear it, 
« becauſe 'tis Publiſh'd by ſo many Teſtimonies 
« of Holy Writ) diſpers'd thro' all the World, 
«© in whoſe Communion we appear to be, is 
** attack'd by your falſe Accuſations ; hence 
“ your Separation, which we lament. Theſe 
« Accuſations, with which you aſperſe the 
© Church thus diffus'd every where, as promis'd ; 
« we deſire to hear, this day, whether they are 
© true; for if tis ſo as you ſay, that She's Cor- 
© rupted, Defiled, Overturn'd, Deſtroy'd and 
* Extinct, by I do not know what ſort of 
“ Errors you pretend to ſhew | Then it remains, 
© that we Examine, whether She that is loſt, 
* js to be found in your Club.— 

'Tis no wonder the Donatiſts did all they 
cou'd to get ridof this Argument, which equal- 
ly gauls our whole Reformation, who muſt 
be oblig'd ſtill to their Patrons for the Plia as 
well as the Cauſe. 

Emer.(u) I think it out of Seaſon (replies one of 
their Biſhops) to meddle with other People's 
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(t) Auguſt. Ibid, No. 98. 
(u] Emeritus a Donatiſt, B. Collat. 3. No. 99. 
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Affairs, and to plead for thoſe from whom we have 
©* no Commiſſion. For I might affirm and bawl: 
that the whole World is averſe to their Cauſe, . 
gave cm no ſuch Commiſſion, has nothing to 
** do, nor are concern'd for the Succeſs of it; that 
* they will acknowledge thoſe to have the beſt 
** on'r, Who, from juſt and good Reaſons, are 
F* prov'd true Chriſtians; thoſe will be their Ca- 


© tholicks, and beſt deſerve the Name, and may 


6 Challenge it from this Rule. But we have 
* nothing to do with Foreign Churches, nothing 
* remote can be to our Prejudice, ſince this 
Affair is only to be diſcuſs'd amongſt us Afri- 
Fo cans; and whoever is worſted by good and ſo- 
lid Argument, let ſuch be look'd upon as Excom- 
* municated from the reſt of the World, &c. 

* Aug.iw)Becauſe he ſays that he has nothing to 
* do with Foreign Chriſtians but that this is all 
** tranſacted betwixt us Africans, This is the 
* Voice of all Catholick African Chriſtians, We 
* adhere to the Communion of the whole Chriſti- 
* an World. This Church we chooſe to main- 
* tain as we have found it in the Scriptures — 
* Emeritus. Ic has been your Cuſtom thus to chop 
* and change — Auguſt. (x) We retain that 
„Church which we found in thoſe Scriptures, 
* by which we came to the Knowledge of Chriſt. 
« For our Scriptures, to whoſe Authority we are 
F both ſubje&, recommend Chritt and the Church 
6 s a Holy Weclock, Chiiſt the Bridegroom, 
* the Church his Spouſe. Where we find him, 
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(») Auguſt. Ibid, No. 100. 
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« there we muſt find her. So that if we were to 
© begin now, and conſider to what Body of 
« Chriſtians we ſhould joyn our ſelves, without 
© doubt we ought to adhere to that which we 
© ſhould find in the Scriptures, (The Divine Pro- 
© miſer of a Univerſal or Catholick C.) reject the 
* faiſe O inions of Men, and depend only on 
« che Word of God, which cannot deceive. 
© This che Chriftian Africans did; and are call'd, 
&* ani deſervedly are Catholicks, their Communi- 
© onjuſtifying their Ticle. For Catholicks are fo 
* term'd from the whole, And he that is ſepera- 
© ted from the whole, and defends a Party that 
is cut from the whole, let him not uſurp 
* the Name, but hold the Truth with us. 

Tis not neceſſary for my purpoſe to draw an 
Abſtract of che whole Conference; it ſuffices to 
remark that the Donatiſts were prov'd, and 
ſentenc'd to be in the Wrong; their pretence 
of Purity and Reformation, Schiſm, and He- 
reſie: The numerous Texts of Scripture they 
alledg'd in their Defence, miſunderſtood and 
miſapply'd, in Oppoſition to Truth and, the 
Word of God. 25%. That as the Catholick Biſhops 
then maintain'd, that to be the Catholick 
Church, whoſe Communion ſtretch'd far and 
wide thro' all the Nations of the Earth, againſt 
the Donatiſt Biſhops; ſo now the Catholick 
B. B. of this Age Confeſs the ſame againſt Pro- 
teſtant no Biſhops; or any Biſhops confin'd to a 
Party, diſtinguiſh d by the Names of Men; and the 
ſame Argument that demonſtrated the Church 
of God in that Age, has the ſame Force in 
every ſucceeding Age to the end of the World, 
and the evident Conſequence of this Doctrine 
18, 
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is, that She is the City plac'd on the Mount promis'd 
by A-God, foretold by the Prophets, founded 
by our Saviour, and ſubſtituted upon Earth by 
him, to inſtruct all Nations the True Senſe and 
Meaning of his Holy Word. Tis this Church 
St. Auguſtine pleaded for, and 'tis of this Church, 
the Fathers affirm, who has not her for bis Mother, 
has not God for his Father. 

One thing worth Obſervation is, that zhoſe 
Gentlemen could point at the very Man, who with 
his Aſſociates (as they pretended) had debauch'd 
the Catholick Church, corrupted her with Er- 
rors, falſe Doctrine, &e. Cecilian Biſhop of Car- 
thage, and all ſuch as ſided with him; whereas, 
our pure Ones, father it upon an Individuum Va- 
gum, The Pope; reſerving to themſelves the 
Privilege of Impeaching any one they ſhall 
think fic, out of a numerous. Catalogue --- They 
added the Circumſtances of Time and Place, --- 
This was ſomething. --- Theſe perceiving the 
inſuperable Difficulty of adjuſting that Point 
amongſt themſelves, think h can ſupply it 
wich two ſneaking Words from their Fancy, Errors 
crept in ; nobody knows how, where, or when: 
--- Aſter all, Cecilian was jullify'd, and prov'd to 
be a Member of the Catholick Church, believing 
what She believ'd, and no Innovator in Doctrine; 
and let our Reform'd ſingle out what B. of 
Reime they pleaſe, I take it to be as eaſie a Task 
co demonlirate, the belief of him the Head, to 
be the ſame which the Budy profeſs d chro all Na- 
tions, and as to perſonal Faults, tho' of as great a 
Magnitude 55 St. Peters, they could never corrupt 
the Chyrch, as the Learned and Holy African 
Biſhops 
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Biſhops argu'd,and prov'd ber ſufficiently guarded 
by ſolemn divine Atteſtations and Aſſeverations, 
and 'ewill not be-deny'd, I ſuppoſe, but the Pow- 
er of Heaven cou'd render her Infallible; in a word, 
that H. C. Church of F.C. which we profeſs to 
believe in our Creed. 

Hence ariſes another Obſervable: Our Re- 
formers of Faith, (thoſe among 'em I mean 
who do not cavil at the Article as a piece of 
Popery crept into the Creed,) have another String 
to their Bow, and CEontend they at leaſt are 
Pieces or Branches of the Church which is ſpread 
throughout the World ! —— It muſt be rotten 
ones then, ſince they are lopt off from the 
Body! ---There were a number of ſuch at the 
time of this Diſpute with the Donariſts, and 
Emeritus Was mighty witty upon St, Augaſtine, 
for having run thro' moſt of thoſe (out of the 
way) Chriſtian Sets : Sic ſemper eligere & mutare 
conſueviſti, (y) However, neither the great 
Doctor, nor any of the Orthodox Biſhops of 
thoſe Days allow'd this Plea, (tho' they were all 
of 'em Baptiz'd Chriftians,and had the Scriptures 
to be rul'd by as well as Proteſtants) for no other 
Reaſon that I can find, but becauſe they 
interpreted Scriptures in a different Senſe from 
the C. Church, and conſequently in oppoſition 
to the true Senſe and Meaning of the Word of 
God. 

Thus it muſt appear evident to the Reader, 
that ever ſince A- God reveal'd Religion to the 
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World, requiring from Men the Tribute of Faitfi 
and Belief, (as they are his Creatures, and he 
their Maker,) for his Honour andGlory, and their 
eternal Happineſs ; it muſt appear, I ſay, that 
all along his infinite Goodneſs, and Providence, 
Eftabliſh'd amongſt Men an Authority, which, 
Protected and Guided by him, diſpens d co Men 
every Article of that Faith, Belief and Religion 
he requir'd. Witneſs the Patriarchs before the 
Old Law; the Prophets whilft che Law of Mſes 
endur'd, and ever ſince that has been aboliſh'd, 
and the full time expir'd, deſtin'd for the New 
Law to take place for the Redemption ot loft 
Mankind, by that incomprehenſible Miftery or 
rather Chain of Mifteries of the Incarnation, and 
Sufferings of the Son of God, that Scandal ro the 
Fews, and Folly to the Gentiles ; the Holy Catho- 
lick Church he Eſtabliſh'd upon Earth, has been 
the Depoſitum of this Authority of Heaven, 
To compleat the Promiſes made, whilſt he 
convers'd among'ſt Men, he gave Her, Apoſtles, 
Diſciples, Doctors, on whom he beſtow'd thoſe 
ſupernatural Gifts and Talents neceſſary for 
dilating Her thro' all Nations; after his Aſcen- 
ſion he ſupply'd her ſtill, both by viſible and 
inviſible Miracles, even rendring her greateſt 
Perſecutors, Apoſtles and Doctors; in every 
ſucceeding Age raiſing up, as at firſt, (the moſt 
iliiterate, to a pitch of Wiſdom and Know- 
ledge, not to be attain'd by human Wit, and 
Induſtry) new Apoſtles and Doctors, for the 
Defence and Propagation of that Doctrine ſhe 
evidences to the World, to be the true and 
genuin Articles of Faith and Religion, taught 
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by her heavenly Spouſe, whilſt he convers'd 
amongſt Men. Can there be a clearer In- 
ſtance for the Proof of this Fact, than the Con- 
verſion of the great Doctor and Saint, from Sets 
and Hereſies, to be her Champion, who was one 
of the chief Managers of this Conteft with the 
Donatiſts? Whoſe Argument demonftrates to 
all Ages That to be the H. C. Church whoſe Do- 
ctrine is taught and preach'd thro all the Nations 
of the Earth — the pretext of Reformation, and 
Purity by particular Men or any Body of Men, a 
Cheat,aSham; ſince no Sins, or Errors of her Chil- 
dren, cou d corrupt her, or make void the Promiſes 
of A-God: By virtue of theſe She is to remain to 
the end of the World. The City apon a Mount, 
founded on a Rock; the light of Nations, &e. 

If we inſpe& into that Age in diſpute, into 
former and ſucceeding Ages unto theſe laſt two z 
we ſhall plainly diſcover the Care of the Al- 
mighty Providence thro the then known Parts 
of the World, Europe, Afia, and Africa, to furniſh 
this Church with Learned and Pious Doctors, 
and Apoſtolical Men, to oppoſe Infidelity, and 
all the numerous Sets of Errors and Hereſſes 
foretold by the Apoſtle (that there ſhould be ſuch.) 
'Tis not neceſſary to give a Lift or Catalogue of 
them, their Writings are laſting Monuments 
of what I advance ; and thoſe Sects, far from 
boaſting of ſuch a Providence, are all Extinct, 
no Succeſlion of Profeſſors to plead their Cauſe 
nothing but here, and there, ftarts up a Liber- 
tine, under Protection of the Proteſtant Rule, 
Scriptures alone, to make a blaze, and go out 
like a Snuff. — For theſe two laſt Ages tis 


notorious, that no ſooner were new Worlds 
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diſcover'd, but the omnipotent Maſter provided 
Labourers to cultivate this Vineyard, both Eaſt 
and Weſt, and hedge in whole Nations; redu- 
cing them from Paganiſm to Chriſtianity ; from 
ſavage and barbarous Manners, to the Morality 
of the Goſpel. Can any one Sect of Proteſtants, 
or all of 'em together, pretend to have been 
call'd, and ſent, and co have ſucceeded in this 
Apoſtolical Employment, of converting Heathen 


- Nations ? If no ſuch thing appears ! whence the 


Reaſon? to what Cauſe can we attribute the 
Difference ? To him alone, without doubt, who 
ſaid, Go teach all Nations. And behold I am 
with you, and by this diſtinguiſhes bis Flock, 
Cognoſco oves meas, The Shepherds of this Flock 
we lee increaſe it, unite and keep it together 
in the ſame Paſtures, throughout all the World; 
whilſt pretending Reformers, diſtract, ſcatter 
and ſeparate, both by Principles, and Doctrine, 
their Proſelites wherever they creep in, — Again, 

If we mult attribute to the Direction of Hea- 
ven the raiſing up in this Church, an Apoſtical 
Xaverius for Example, and Thoufands who 
ever ſince, fir'd by his Example, proſecute with 
Fervour and Zeal, the Converſion of Heathens 
to the Faith of Chriſt, we muſt likewiſe place 
to the ſame Account, all thoſe Learned Holy 
Biſhops, Doctors, Profeſſors, Members of the 
ſame Church, who have appear'd in theſe laſt 
Ages, for the Converſion of Chriftian Sinners, 
to the Morality of his Goſpel, whoſe Lives and 
Converſation correſponded to the Sanctity of 
hi: Doctrine; were a Pattern to the looſe and un- 
thinking whilſt they lived, as their Writings are 
Inſtructions to us, and will be to future an x 
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III inſtance in a few, a St. Charles Borroment, St. 
Francis of Sales, a St. Peter of Alcantara, à Granada, 
an Avila, 2 Rodriguez, a St. Thereſa, &c. and 
leave it to my Reader to fill a numerous Cata- 
logue of ſuch as deſerve the Attention of the 
Univerſe, if we may judge, by it's coveting 
their Works in ſeveral Languages for univerſal 
Edification, the Increaſe of good Seed, and 
preventing the Growth of Tares in this Field 
of the great Maſter of the Family, &! 
From whence I infer, that as the Argument 
of St. Auguſtine, and the Catholick B. B. of 
Africa was a Defence of the Catholick Church 
above a thouſand Years ago, againſt Sectaries 
and pretending Saints; it has the ſame Force, 
is all of a piece, and a Plea for that Church which 
is univerſally ſpread over all the World at pre- 
ſent; in ſhort, the Argument points at the Miſtreſs 
of Truth, from whom Men at preſent muſt learn 
their Religion, Faith, the true Senſe of the 
Word of God, in order to their eternal Happi- 
neſs ; and the Works ſh: does, demonſtrate the 
Argument to be ſolid and well grounded on 
the Word of God for Ages Paſt, Preſent, and 
to Come; and both, as Premiſes, contain this 
further Conſequence: That, if by Popery is 
underſtood Doctrine of human Invention, No- 
velties in Religion,corrupting the Word of God, 
perverting either Words or Senſe of H. Scrip- 
tures! Proteſtants are guilty of Popery; and 
Papiſts not guilty, but are preſerv'd from Pope- 
ry, whilſt the 9th Article of the Creed is their 
Guide, and they believe the Holy Catholick 
Church, —— | 
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For they attain Faith and Religion by the 
ſame Method and Means all true Believers ever 
did fince Religion was reveald; and by con- 
ſequence have the ſame infallible Aſſurance 
they had of the Truth of what they profeſs. This 
is prov'd by comparing the Motives that con- 
verted at firſt, and all a long, the Jews, and 
Heathens, to the Faith of Chriſt : For example ! 
How came the Apoftles and Diſciples to be- 
lieve the Myſteries our B. Saviour Preach'd unto 
em? Articles they cou'd not fathom or compre- 
hend! How came it they believ'd ſo firmly 
(what their Nation generally had an Averſion 
to, as 2 Scandal) that they ſeal'd it with their 
Blood? Tis true, and moſt certain that the 
Grace of A-God is abſolutely neceſſary for all 
Mankind, both for agenda, and credenda ; the 
Paith, and Work; of a Chriſtian, for his Salvation. 
Faith is the gift of God, ſays the Apoſtle ; and 
without me you can do nothing, ſays the WORD 
of God. This Aſſiſtance of Heaven in both 
Caſes, we may depend on, unleſs we render our 
ſelves unworthy by the Obſftinacy of our Un- 
derſtanding, and Perverſneſs of our Will in what 
is wrong, and evil: But tis not what we depend 
on A-God for, but what he requires from us 
that I enquire after; the right Uſe of the Facul- 
ties of our Souls; by this it was that A-God 
beftow'd on them the Gift of Faith: they pleaded 
not for Reaſon and Senſes, for Demonſtration 
and Evidence; but Believ d. When their Senſes 
perceiv'd the Works he did, their Reaſon con- 
cluded, It was from God, and his Doctrine muſt 
be from the ſame Source ; both were at a ſtand 
progeeded to no further Examen, How can this 
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be? oppos'd no Texts of Scripture, of Moſes, the 
Law and Prophets; reviled him not with Blaſ- 
phemy, and promoting Idolatry, quia Filium 
Dei ſe fecit, becauſe he declared ef the Son (of 
God. (No, this was the Method of Unbelievers,) 
but what their Senſes and Reaſons could not 
perceive, their Faith did, by relying intirely on 
the Eſtabliſh'd Authority of the Proponent; 
whilſt the others periſh'd by diving too far, pre- 
ſuming on the Force of Senſes and Reaſon. 
This deſerves a further Explanation in a Pa- 
ragraph or two by and by: But to proceed. 
Thus it was, the converted Jews became 
Chriſtians, and ſubmitted to the Faith of F. 
Chriſt ; and the Heathens receiv'd the ſame 
Faith from them, (fo oppoſite: to their Notions 
of Religion, that 'twas regarded as Folly) upon 
the ſame Motives. Tho' their Reaſon and Senſes 
led em to Triumph and Grandeur; to affect 
Deification here upon Earth, and making 
Conſtellations of their Hero's when dead ; yec 
this Body of Chriſtians, this Church of J. Chri/# 
eftabliſh'd on Earth, being manifeft by the Works 
of it's Teachers and Profeſſors, that it receiv'd 
Authority from Heaven, remov'd all their Pre- 


judices, and wrought in them the Belief of quite 


the reverſe of their former Principles: The 
Humility of the Son of God become Man, and 
dying an-Ignominious Death upon the Croſs, 
for the Salvation of all Mankind, was the Obje& 
of their Faith, not of their Wit, Philoſophy, 
Reaſon, Senſes; Theſe examin'd no further 
than the Credibility of the Witneſles, convinc'd 
once of their Commiſſion from Heaven, they 
Believed, what they could not comprehend. Ti 
418 
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- *Tis evident therefore, that both Jews and 
Gentiles, were Converted to a Belief of Arti- 
cles no ways demonſtrable to their Reaſon or 
Senſes; barely upon the Teftimony of an 
Authority Eftabliſh'd by Heaven upon Earth; 
and 'tis as evident by Hiſtory, that all Schiſms 
and Hereſies, or falſe Interpretations of Scrip- 
ture, Inventions of erring Teachers ; have in 
all Ages of Chriſtianity been brought to this 
Teſt of (a ſtanding Authority Eftablith'd by our 
Saviour, and Preach'd by his Apoitles) The 
H. Catholick Church, — to manifeſt her Doctrine, 
and the true Senſe of the Word of God, on all 
emergent Occaſions, her chief Paſtors Aſſem- 
bled, to witneſs what was the Univerſal or 
Catholick Faith: This once atteſted; Hereſies, 
that had caus d Confuſion and Dilturbance (like 
Clouds and Miſts diſſolv'd by the Beams of 
the Sun) vaniſh'd by degrees and diſappeared. 
And here I leave it to the Conſideration of 
every Proteſtant Reader, whether St. Auguſtin, 
and the Catholick B. Bys of Africa? Whether, 
more, all the Catholicks of every Age of 
Chriſtianity? underſtood the prophetick Pro- 
miſes of ſuch an Eſftablifh'd Authority, in the 
right Senſe and Meaning of the H. Scriptures ? 
It it is anſwer'd in the Negative, ic follows ma- 
nifeſtly that we have a bare human Authority 
only for the true Senſe of the Word of God, 
and conlequently for our Religion ; for a Religion 
of Man, not of God — from him there can 
be bur oe. But (by permiſſion of his inſcrutable 
Judgments for the Sins of Men,) the firit are 
numberleſs that leadto the broad way of Per- 
dition. And whether the Method, Rule, and 
f Flea 
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Plea for Qur Senſes and Reaſon, to be imploy'd 
in the Examen of Myſteries, to weigh theic 
Credibility, inſtead of depending on divine Au- 
thority for the Truth, does not make this Num- 
ber Indefinite or without end? the following 
Application of it, I think, will plainly demon- 
ſtrate and convince, that tis not a rational way 
of Learning the true Faith, that our Saviour 
taught. Arts and Sciences, tis true, are 
attain d more or leſs by the Conviction of Rea- 
ſon or Senſe, and are therefore ſubject to Error, 
Blunder, and Miſtakes ; not ſo our Faith and 
Belief ; their Objects, being above the reach of 
our Underſtandings, depend intirely on the 
| Omnipotent Wiſdom, and Providence; from 
whence they muſt flow to us by an Eſtabliſh'd 
Authority upon Earth, by conſequence not 
ſubje& to the former Imperfections. 'Tis 
Folly in us to believe any Propoſitions that are 
not thus Atteſted; as tis a criminal Infidelity, 
to disbelieve what is thus attefted, whether it 
be the Letter of the Word of God, or the true 
Senſe and Meaning of the Scriptures. — To 
ſet this in a clear Light, I will initance two 
articular Places out of the Goſpel of St. 
habs. which at once diſcover a View of the 
Methods both of true Believers, and Unbelievers ; 
they both relate to Points of Faith, much debaced 
in this Unbelieving Age, and Nation ; whers 
the Reader may obſerve, 1%. That if at pre- 
ſent they are conteſted with his Church, they 
were no leſs ſo with our B. Saviour himſelf 
in Perſen, when he deliverd them to the 
World, as we find ic recorded by the Beloved 
Diſciple ch. 6, and ch. 19. —— 2% That by the 
| | Contexc 
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Context in both Chapters, it appears they were 
deliver'd, as Myſteries of Faith, to be believed; 
not comprebended; ſince in neither of them, 
were any Explanations or Replies alledg'd to the 
Miſcreants, be ſatisfaction of Senſes and Keaſon ; 
they took np Stones to throw at him in one 
Caſe and would have no Correſpondence with 
him any longer in the other, upon that very 
Account; the one has a relation to his Perſon, 
the other to his Doctrine, and both are the 
Objects of a Chriitian's Faith; who, to obtain 
Salvation, is obliged to believe in Him, and 
Believe him. | 

To begin therefore in order with the firſt, rela- 
ting to the Perſon of our B. Redeemer, Iconfeſs I 
am at a ſtand and loſs, what Term or Appel- 
lation to give to the Sect engag'd in the Con- 
troverſy. Any thing of a Chriſtian would be as 
great aSoleciſm,as tiling a thorough-pac'd Whig, 
a Jacobite ; the Stile and Title of Proteſtants, 
tis true, they may claim, being as ſufficiently 
qualified for that, as any other; even the Con- 
feſſors of Auiburg themſelves, and I ſuppoſe 
they would be highly diſpleas'd to have the 
Privilege call'd in Queſtion: but then for a 
diſtinctive Epithet from Lutheran Proteſtant, Pres- 
Iyterian Proteſtant, Church of England Proteftant, 
Ce. I know not what to preſent em with, un- 
leſs they will be pleas'd co accept of the dig- 
nify'd Appellation Bangorean Proteſt ant, 

Now as to their Doctrine, Method, and Plea 
for it: In the 1oth Chapter of the Evangelitt, 
the unbelieving Jews expoſe the Pattern of the 
Stuff whereof theſe Men are but the Retailers, 


or rather Journeymen, and Apprentices ; an 
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rat ſtands upon Record thus: © (a) On the 
* Feaſt of the Dedication of the Temple at Fe- 
«© alem, Feſus walked in Solomon's Porch : The 
ce Jews ſurrounded him, and ſaid to him 
How long doſt thou hold us in ſuſpence 3 
* If thou be Chriſt, cell us plainly. He an- 
* ſwer'd; ( told you, and you believe not, and 


© yer the Works I do in my Father's Name evi- 


* dence that what I ſpeak is true.--- (c) I and 
e my Father are one. The Jews took up 
«© Stones to ſtone him. Jeſus antwerd 'em, 
e many good Works I have ſhewed you front 
© my Father, for which of thoſe Works do you 
e ſtone me? The Jews anſwer'd him, for a 
% good Work we ftone thee not, but for Blas- 
„ phemy, and becauſe thou being a Man, 
% makeft thy ſelf God. 

Theſe U ariſtes, I perceive, had more Wit and 
Judgment, tho' as little Grace, as their Diſ- 
ciples now-a- days; for they underſtood the true 
Senſe and Meaning of th, Word of Gd. How- 
ever they both agree in this, to be rul'd by no- 
thing but their Senſes and Reaſon; and there- 
fore, inſtead of believing, the Maſters threw 
Stones at him; and the Scrolars, by a more 
refin'd Proteftant modern Method. glofs-con- 
ſtrue, interpret, and ſcrew np his Words and 
Actions, to the Tane of Abdication ; and imme- 
diately proceed to the dethroning of their Mer 
(J) excluding all the Line that derive any Right 
or Title from him. — But to cut this Thread 
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(a) v. 22, Ce. (b) v. 284. (c)-v. 30, &. 
(4) By him all things were made, St. John d. 1. 
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ſhort, that leads to Excurſion : let's examine a 
little which of theſe are like to prove the ableft 
Barriſters, when they come to plead their Cauſe 
at his Seat of Judgment. Lord, ſays the Jew, 
we own that you told us, you were God, of the 
ſame Nature with your Father, but our Reaſon 
and Senſes were not convinc'd; ſo we did 
not ſubmit to believe what we could not com- 
prehend. Tis true you argud with us 
out of the Scriptures, and prov'd by Reaſon, 
that we ought to Believe: We heard; If 1 do not 
the works of my Father, believe me not ; but if I do, 
and yuu will not believe me, Believe the Works, that 
Je may know and believe, that the Father is in me, 
and I in him. You told us that you did not 
Blaſpheme, when you declar'd your ſelf the Son 
of God, 2nd One with the Father ; -— all this 
we heard ; but for all this, our Reaſon and 
Senſes, underſtanding Scriptures otherwiſe, 
pleads our Excuſe for not believing either 
your Docttine or Miſſion. Here's the Plea 
of the one, what can the other ſay for hiraſelf ? 
Lord, cries the Bangorean, we were rul'd by Senſe 
and Reaſen too, and therefore, what they did 
not perceive, we would not believe! being Pro- 
teſtants, and making Scriptures alone our Guide, 
we conltru'd 'em ſo as to reconcile em to our 
Fancies. Tis true we read your Argument 
wich the Jews, and likewiſe in the Goſpels of 
your Evangelilts, that you Eſtabliſh'd an Autho- 
rity upon Earth with a Who hears you, hears me; 
and who deſpiſes you, deſpiſes me — &. But this, 
we {uppos'd,expir'd long ago with your Apoſtles; 
ſo that, as for your C. Church that was promis'd 
to be a Light to all Nations, &'c. that we un- 
__ deritoed 


ſhall be Condemn d. 
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derſtood, to be a Kingdom of Tag Rag and 
Bob-tail, where every one might do what was 
Righteous in his own Eyes: In theſe Circum- 
ſtances, twas impoſſible for us to under tand 
aright with a Jew, or believe aright with che 
Chriſtian, either your Dodtrine, or Commiſſion ; 
ſo we preſume this is a lawful Excuſe for us 
Here's both their Pleas, more or lefs, out 
of their own Mouths ; and their Reaſons fri- 
volous, and of no weight are declared ſuch, by 
the true Reaſon _ in the ſame Chapter : 
(e) Ye belieued not, becauſe ye were none of my Sheep; 
and if the Perverſneſs of their Wills, and Wick- 
edneſs of their Lives, depriv'd them of being 
number'd amongſt his Sheep, tis plain whoſe 
Goats they are, ſee c.8. v. 24. Le areof your Fa- 
ther the Devil. — The Puniſhment awarded to 
ſuch is with a dreadful and eternal Diſcedite 
depart, &c. Read in St. Mark, c. 16. v. 16, Qui 
non crediderit, condemnabitur. He who believes nat, 
If the Reader is in queſt 
of what is to be believ'd to eſcape the dreadful 
Sentence, the Anſwer is plain: To Believe in 
bim, and to Believe Him: (/ The Works he did, 
evidenc'd him no Uſurper of the Divinity, tho 
he humbled himſelf for our Redemption, and 
appear'd as Man: His divine Authoricy thus 
Eſtabliſh'd, exacts the Tribute of our Belief or 
Faith to all the incomprehenſible Mytteries he 
has deliverd ; and, amongſt the reſt, that he 
eſtabliſn'd an Authority upon Earth, which 
ſhould endure to the end of the World, to in- 
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(e) St, Paul () Non Rapinam atbitratus eſt, &c. 
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( 92) 
ſteucd it in the Truth of his Do#»ine and preſerve 
it pure from the Doctrine and Inventions o 
Men and Devils; ro believe otherwiſe, that 
either the length of Time, ſound of Words, 
wickednels of Men, Ce. had aboliſh'd this Ho- 
ly Faith, is, in my Apprehenſion, no leſs than 
Blaſphemy againſt infinite Mercy, extenſive 
Goadnels, Providence, Omnipotence, the 
holy Ford of God; in ſhore, neither Believing in 
bim, nor Believing bim. — 

When Preſumption, and Pride of Men, op— 
poſe the Ways eſtablich'd by their Ma ber, for 
their Inſtruction; He abandons them to a re- 
probate Senſe. Reaſon and Senſes in the Jews 
had been imploy'd on their proper Object, had 
they ſtop'd ihort, at the Examen of the eſta- 
blith'd Authority; but for them to over - leap 
that Point, to ler aſide the ſenſible part, where 
their Senſes, Reaſon, Judgment, could not fail 
of Convition; and to erect 'em a Tribunal 
tor the Tryal of the Probability of Myſtery re- 
veal'0; was a Miſanplication of Reaſon and Senſe, 
and the ground of their din and Infidelicy, as it 
was argued agairilt 'em by our Bleſſed Saviour, 
v. 37, 38. if I do not the Works f wy Father, 
bicue ine not, but if I do and you will not 
belicve meg, believe the Mors; that n may 
K now and Believe that the Father is in me, and 
J in the Father, - Tis a ftrange thing ( lays 
the Blind Maa to 'em) (g) tit you know not 
whence he is, and yet be bas opened my Lives? 
— The meer natural Knowledge this Man 
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(2) c. 9. v. 30. 
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acquired by his Senſes and Reaſon on the 
matter of Fact, led him on to the ſupernatural 
Knowledge acquired by Faith. (b) TI believe, Lord; 
and falling down, he Adored bim; whilſt the 
others in a Heat and Paſſion obſtinately rejected 
both, 

And this is the very Cafe too of the Bango- 
rean Diſciples. They ſhut their Eyes, and 
ſtop their Ears againſt any Authority eſtabliſh'd 
by A-God for the true Senſe of Scripture, and 
then ere&t their Wits, Reaſon, Senſes, to 
be Judges of their Maker, and all his Ways, 

But they may Know, if they pleaſe, to apply 
their Reaſon and Senſes to their proper Objects, 
that as Feſus Chriſt our Saviour was ſent, and 
eftabliſh'd by his heavenly Father, with Autho- 
rity to teach Men the Doctrine of Heaven for 
their Salvation : So He eftabliſh'd upon Earth, 
an Authority to endure to the end of che World, 
with whom he would be preſent to inſtruct and 
teach the World, the ſame Faith, every Article 


pure and intire without Corruptions, Popery,@c, 


—— the true Senſe and Meaning of the Word 
of God, —- Reaſon and Senſes muſt know this, 
or renounce all Religion, and pretend to none. 
l argue with them as the Blind-born Man 
did with their Pre deceſſors: Is it not ſurpriſing you 
ſhould not know whence this Religion is, and yet it 
opened the Eyes of this once Heathen Nation ? 
More, of all the potent Heathen Nations of the 
Earth? and | will add to this the Sight reſtor d, 
where your Predeceſlors Cerinthus, Evion, Arrius, 
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the Intrigues of Mr, Whifton's half Arrian, half 
Heathen, and ill converted Euſebius (who entred 
not by the Door) with ſome hundreds more, had 
put it out. (i) From the beginning of the d 
it has not been heard that any Sect of Min bas Thus 
opened the Eyes of the Blind. (&) Unleſs this were of 
God it could not have been done. I know you quit 
all Claim co ſupernatural Aid and Aſſiſtance for 
the Propagation of your Doctrine; elſe I ſhould 
deſire you to ſpeak in the Phraſe of this Man! 
— Tis true, inftead of it, you have had the 
Arm of Fleſh, like all other Hereſies (permitted 
by the ſecret Judgments of Heaven to ravage 
for a time) but attended with the ſame Fate: 
(1) Their Counſels not being of God, (as an honou- 
rable Doctor of Law moſt judiciouſly remark'd 
upon juſt ſuch a Caſe as this were brought to 
noug bt. Not a Kingdom, not a Nation, not a 
Province, not a Pariſh left em in the World for 
Ages; till this unwarranted, and unwarrantable 
Principle, (m) Scriptures alone for a Rule again 
was given 'em, by pretending Reformers, for a 
Sanctuary againſt their Maker. Here in 
England; not ſo much as a Button's Club till 
Chillingworth firft, then Stillingfliet, Tillotſon, \ 
Burnet ; perceiving by Reaſon and Senſe Q. 
Elizabeth's Church-weapons not Proof; made 
uſe of the Principle as Fleurets, or Files to fence ; 
and parry with only: Bur laſt of all his Lp. FI 
of Bangor, has turn'd it into pointed Swords; 
putting em into Madmen's Hands, telling us we II” 
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(i) v. 32. (k) v. 33. (1) Gamaliel Acts 5. v. 36. 
(m) St. John c. 1. By him all things were made. 
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95 
. not fear Miſchief, for they can do nothing 
amiſs. 

I do not pretend to Convert, but to Confute an 
obſtinate Unbeliever : The firſt is the effect of 
the Grace ot A-God ; but the laſt is the Pro- 
vince of human Reaſon, which at leaſt may pre- 
vail ſo far, as to prevent an unwary Reader's 
being impos'd on, to make an ill uſe of that 
Portion of Reaſon and Senſe his Maker has be- 
ſtow'd on him; whence, without all doubt, 
proceed as a Puniſhment, permitted by the 
juit Judgments of A-God, all the Sins we heap 
up to our eternal Perdition, either againſt the 
Faith, or Morals, deliver'd to the World by 
our Redeemer. 

This was the high road, or broad way,trod by the 
Heathens ; for which cauſe God deliver'd them 
up to a reprobate Senſe. The inviſible Secrets 
of God were made manifeſt to 'em by the vi- 
ſible Creation of the World, ſo that they were 
inexcuſable ! But evanuerunt in cogitationibus ſuis, 
they were conceited and vain in their own In- 
ventions, their fooliſh Hearts blinded ſo far, 


as to loſe the Sight of their Maker, and take 


up for Religion the Inventions of Men, inſpir'd 
by Devils; Proſtitutes to all the Vices corrupt 

Nature prompted. | 
Thus we ſze, in the Law of Nature, the 
Faith, of an Inviſible God ; his eternal Power, 
and Divinity, was Ecclips'd to the Heathen, 
by the ill uſe he made of his Senſes and Reaſon, 
in things that were viſible. —— Thus again we 
ſe thoſe Jews, who fton'd our Saviour, were 
Cinfirm'd Children of the Devil, for the wrong 
ul: they made of their Senſes and Reaſon, by 
rejecting 
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rejeting the viſible Authority eſtabliſh'd by 
Heaven to reduce both Jew, and Heathen to the 
true Knowledge of that Faith and Religion re- 
veal'd for the Salvation of all - And don't 
our Sons of Phariſees as obſtinately offend againſt 
Senſe and Reaſon denying an Authority efta- 
bliſh'd on Earth for explaining to the World, 
the true Senſe and Meaning of che Word of 
God? 'Tis too evident, by the ſelf ſame Me. 
thod they equally periſh in their Sins. For 
(ſince they admit the Scriptures) Reaſon and 
Senſes muft rell them, that our B. Saviour ſpoke 
to be underſtood, and that there was no other 
Diſtinction betwixt Diſciples, and Phariſees, 
but that theſe wou'd not believe, and thoſe did 
believe what they heard Again, Senſe and Rea- 
ſon muſt tell em (ſince they own .He was ſent 
of God) that as his Apoſtles, Faul and Barnabas, 
did to the Athenians; had the Jews notions, of 
his Divinity been a blunder, he would have 
ſhew'd em their Miſtake ; and not ſo ſeverely 
cenſur'd their Unbelief. 

More, Is it not a contradiction to Senſe and 
Reaſon, to imagin that the Eternal and Omni- 
potent, ſhould plant a Religion in the World, 
and his Providence ſhould take no care for the 
duration, and manifeſtation of it, to the World 
in every Age? When we ſee Men and (2) Wo- 
men ſo furious, to eftablith the Secs they have 
ſet up, that all their Power has been exerted to 
propagate, and ſevere Laws enacted, to ſecure 
and recommend it to Poſterity, which was all 
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they cou'd do? — Is it not a ſtifling of Senfe 


and Reaſon, to imagin, that the written Word of 


God ſhould be ordain'd for the Inſtruction of 
Mankind, in every Age of the World; and 
that the ſame A-Providence, ſhould omit the 
eſtabliſhing a Means, how to attain the true 
Senſe and Meaning of it ; when every Kingdom, 
Commonwealth, little Hans- towns, and even 
Geneva it ſelf, have a recourſe or dernier reſort to 


apply to, for the right and wrong of their Laws? - 


The Catholick Biſhops of Africas Plea is a 
Demonſtration, that ſuch a Light to Nations was 
promis'd in the Old Law, and eſtabliſh'd by 
our Saviour in the New; and whoever forces 
his Senſe and Reaſon, to appeal from it, and 
eſtabliſhes them Judge and Jury over the Iu- 
viſible things of God, acts againſt both Senſe and 
Reaſon, 

But the Misfortune of ſuch is owing to bad 
Education. They were Chriſtened into a Pro- 
teſtant Principle, Scriptures alone: They inck'd 
at Nurſe a Proteſtant Poſulaium or Suppoſi- 
tion, that the C. Church of F Chriſt had quite 
diſappear'd for ſeveral Ages, the Lord only 
knows how many: The Light cf Nations dark- 
ned, corrupted, extinct. The Promiſes of Hea- 
ven revok'd! Then, ſay they, we have as much 
right to underſtand, and interpret, as any Kings, 
Queens, Prieſts or Levites in Chriſtendom. 
Ergo From the Converſation of theſe, 
again ſprouts up another witty Generation, who 


fancy the Law of Nature the only unum Neceſſa- 


rium. Others from theſe take (till a Step back- 
ward to mere I'cifm, and per!wade thernſelves, 
that the ſupreme Being, having no need of his 
Creatures, 
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(98) 
Creatures, regards not what they do: Knows 
ing nothing by Paith, and dubious of every 
thing by mere Senſe and Reaſon, at their 
Exit from this World, like the Dutchman at the 
Galiows, they take their leave without any 
other Ceremony but gudde Nacht Neibourg, — 
or at moſt the Sin againſt the H. Gt, (Pre- 
ſumption in the Goodneſs, and Mercy of A God) 
ſerves them for a Plea of their Infidelity and 
Unbelief, fupinely confident twill ſcreen 
them from his Juſtice. Opiates for Confcience! 
Opiates for Reaſon whilſt they live! (And the 
damn'd Quack has a thouſand different ways 
of preparing, and adminiſtring them) with 
Opiates for Senſes at the hour of Death, that, 
intarbati without remorſe, they may ferry over 
to their Philoſophical, and Poetical Eternity, 
is all of a Piece: Qualis vita, finis ita; as they 
liv d, ſo they die. Unthinking of the Main, they 
are ignorant of their buſineſs here, and thought- 
leſs for herafter. Deliver us, Reader, 
(lay I) from che Unſanify'd Wiſdom of Senſe, 
Wit and Reaſon, that's deftitute of the Grace, 
and True Faith of Feſus Cbriſt, and from ſuch 
!:ufive Principles, that lead us, ſtep by ſtep, 
to the very brink of the precipice ! 

Now let us proceed to diſcuſs a parallel Caſe, 
relating to the Doctrine of our Saviour; where 
Belief was required, tho' Reaſon and Senſes were 
diflatis'y'd, murmur'd, and cou'd not bear to hear 
it: ( They were no Phariſees neither, but 
pretending Diſciples, and had a Reſpect for his 
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Perſon, tho' it avail'd em nothing in the end; 
ſince for want of Faith, (p) they walk'd off with 
the Jews at laſt. 

he Beloved Diſciple, and Evangeliſt, makes 
no mention of the Inftitution of the ſacred 
Myſtery of the laft Supper, as the other three 
have done; but, in the 6th Chapter of his Ghoſ- 
pel, makes an ample relation of the Benefit 
Chriſtians were to receive by it, from the 
Date of its being ordain'd, to the end of the 
World; and the Oppoſition both Jews, and 
dubious Diſciples made, as being hard to recon- 
Cile to Senſes and Reaſon; and here I deſire 
the Reader to remark, as before in the other 
Caſe, that theſe Jews underſtood the true Senſe 
and Meaning of our Saviour's Words, better 
than moſt Proteſtants now, ſince they %) frovwe 
amonſt themſelves ſaying, bow can this Man give 
us bis Fleſh to eat? Not que f ioning the re-/iry 
of his meaning, but the poſſibiliry of the Fact; 
nor were they cenſur'd by him, for not unde: - 
ſtanding the true Senſe of his Words, bar tor 
not believing what they underſtood. (-) 7 here are 
ſome of you that believe not; For Jeſus knew 


from the beginning who they were that did not be- 


lie ve. Viz. (3) Unleſs you eat the Fliſh of the Son of 
Man, and drink his Blood, you ſhall not have Lite 
in you. (t) He that eateth my Fleſh and drinketh may 
Blood hath Life everlaſting ; and I will raiſe bim 
up at the laſt day. (u) For my Fleſh is meat indeed, 
and my Blood is drink indeed. ( He that eateth 


() v. 66. () v. 32. (7) v. 64. (5) v. 33. 
(t) v. 54. (u) v. 51. () v. 56. 
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(100) 
my Fleſh, and drinketh my Blood, abideth in me, and 
I in him. (x) As the living Father bath ſent me, 
and I live by the Father, and be that eateth me, ſhall 
ide by me. ( y) This is the Bread that came down 

rom Heaven; nt as your Fathers did eat Manna and 
died, He that eateth this Bread (ball live for ever. 
—— Thele Jews, in every reſpect, were in the 
ſame track, and out of the way to Faith, and 
Belif, wich the ers. Obſtinate and poſitive 
in their own Senſe, (⁊) not docible of God becauſe 
they wilfully rejected the motives of credibility 
for Belief, fo evident to Reaſon and Senſe. 
They were witneſſes to his feeding 5000 with 
five Loaves and two Fiſhes, and twelve baskets 
fd with the Fragments. They knew he had 
paſsd the Sea without a Boat, yet ſtill they 
demanded a ſign, that (a) They might ſee and 
believe him, This was all wrong; an Abuſe 
of Reaſon and Senſe ill apply'd: Not ſo St. 
Peter. (b) Thin haſt the words of eternal Life, and 
we? believe, and have known, (e) that thog art Chriſt 
the Son of God. Beati qui non Viderunt O cre» 
diderunt, Bliſed are 1biſe who have not ſeen, and 
belicy/d, are his words, of eternal Life too. 

To the other Jews, the Divinity of his Perſon, 
was veild by our human Nature, the only 

bject of their Senſes ; and Miracles cou'd not 
perſwade em to make one ſtep farther, that 
they might believe and know. To theſe, tis true, 
the Veil that was to convey the living Bread 
that came down from Heaven, (4) to be the 
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Food of our Souls to eternal Life, was not as 
yet declar'd ; however the Obligation of Be- 
lieving was equally the Duty of both, for the 
ſame Reaſons: viz, His Authority eſtabliſh'd; 
but they had not the Grace: (e) No Man can 
come to me, unleſi the Father who ſent me draw bim: 
And the want of Grace St Paul has told us from 
whence it proceeds : A Judgment for Sin ! 
Therefore be deliver d them up, &c. for the wrong 
and ill uſe of their Reaſon and Senſes. 

f) God reſiſtetb the Proud; and to the Humble 

giveth Grace, ſays St. Peter: (g) Be ſober and watch, 
becauſe your Adverſary the Devil, as a roaring Lyon, 
makes his rounds, ſeeking whom he may devour ;, whom 
reſiſt, ſtrong in Faith. What rounds, windings 
and turnings, he made to circumvent the Faith 
of Chriſtians relating to the Divinity of our 
Saviour: His Emiſlaries, Arius, Euſebius, Nic. 
Actius, and their Followers, are an ample ſub- 
jet of Hiſtory in former Ages! How obſti- 
nately he continu'd the Attack, frequently chan- 
ging his Batteries !--- He had a Beginning; was 
not of the Eſſence with the Father ; was like 
in all re ſpects, but Inferiour ; was a Creature, 
wis mere Man; was not Man, Cc. 

And here, I think, 'tis obvious enough to re- 
mark (if we will tudy the Depths of Satan) that 
the great Doctor, or Politician, reſerv'd his 
Aſſaults againſt the Doctrine for later Ages, when 
all his Auxiliaries, being intirely defeated, ap- 
pear d no longer in the Field againſt their Ma- 
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(102 ) 
ever call'd in queſtion ſince the days of theſe 
Jews mention'd by St John, till about the Year 
1030, as the Writers of that Age witneſs a- 
gainſt Berengarius, * Lis reported (ſays Adel. 
mannus, his Schoolfellow formerly under St, 
Fulbert B. of Chartres,) © that you have ſepara- 
** red your ſelf rom the Unity of the Church, 
* and that you maintain a Doctrine contrary 
* to the Catholick Faith, concerning the Body 
© and Blood of our Lord, which is every day 
e ſacrificed on the Altar thro' the whole Earth, 
Hugo B. of Langres tells him: Univerſalem 
Ecclefiam ſcandalixas. Lanfranck reproaches 
his Arrogance. duperbie faſtu plenus contra Orbem 
ſentire cæpiſti — 0 5 ) Gui mundas B. of Averſa, 4 
Scholar of Lanfranck, aſſerts: Nuriſſimum eſt hoc 
tempore prinſquam Kerengarius inſaniſſet, bujuſmodi 
veſanias nunquam fuiſſe. Before Berengarius, Errors 
of this nature had no being, as ti» well known by 
all. — So, it ſeems, this ſecond Millinary of 
Years from the Birth of «ar Lord, was deſtin'd 
by the Prince of Darkneſs, to attempt the de- 
priving Chriſtians of the Benefic of their Re- 
demption, by robbing them of the ſacred My- 
fteries or Sacraments inſtituted to convey the Me- 
rits of his Life, Death and Paſſion, for the 
cleanſing us from Sin, and preſerving our Souls 
in Grace, ſince he had fail'd in his firſt Attempt 
of depriving the World of it's Redeemer at 
once; Wha, had he not been God, could not 
have made a due Satistaction for our Sins, and 
had he not been Man, his Life had not been a 
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Pattern to us, nor the Merits of his Sufferings 
and Death, communicated to our Nature. 
Again, if this Proteus varied fo often in the 
former, to corrupt the true Faith; his Changes 
have been as frequent in 74is, and his Emiſſaries 
as numerous, and as divided into Sects; endea- 
vouring to confound and bafflle the Truth of the 
Word of God, with their various and con- 
tradictory Expoſitions; yet ſtill He recains the 
Art, to perſwade, and content em, that they 
are all One eſſentially. — That the ſacred In- 
ſtitution was Divine and Miraculous, their 
Chiefs agree: (i) Qui non ſentit multa ſubeſſe mira- 
cula plus quim ſtupidus eſt, ſays Calvin. He's more 
than a Bluckhead, who does not ſee, lis the Subject 
of many Miracles. (k)Sublimius eſſe arcanum, quam 
at vel meo ingenio comprebendi, vel verbis declarari 
queat,-== Iis above the reach of my Comprehenſion, or 
Expreſſion. After this, one would conclude him 
diſpos'd to let the Article of Belief ftand as it 
did before He was Born; but his Genius prompt- 
ed him to broach an incredible Singularity, (the 
Expreſſion is his own) that he might amuſe his 
Diſciples with a Myſtery, to be Believ'd or In- 
terpreted as they pleas'd. --(/)That they reatly,truly, 
and indced, receiv'd the Body and Blood of Chriſt ; 
thy really, truly, and indeed, it was not there, but as 
diſtant as Heaven from Earth, —— There's a My- 
ftery for you! which has ſomething in it more ad- 
mirable, and is a more evident | roof of divine Om- 
nipotence than the other, &c. lay the Divines of 


* 


(i) Calv, Inſt, I. 4. c. 17. Sect. 24. (I) Sect 32. 
(!) Cady luſt, | 


Geneva 


E 
Geneva. Apologia Modeſta ad act᷑us conventus: 15 
Theol. p. 52. and p. ibid. 23. Omnem ipſorum 
etiam Angelorum captum ſuperat. It may ſeem 
ce incredible indeed (m) (ſays Maſter Fobn) that at 
& ſo great a diſtance, as there is betwixt Heaven 
% and Earth, the Fleſh of Chriſt ſhould penetrate 
* to us, that it may be Meat for us; yet we 
% muft remember how much above all our 
6 Senſes the ſecret Power of the H. Ghoft can 
« ſhew it ſelf. This is all very deep Divi- 
nity, I muft own, and am of Opinion with 
() Beza and fſthe Geneva Holders-forth, that 
captum Angelorum ſuperat ; that Angels cannot un- 
derſtand it, but muſt have Faith as well as his 
Diſciples, in his invented Contradiction, if they 
pleaſe. — One may believe on good Autho- 
rity (nay is oblig'd to believe) what's above our 
Comprehenſion, but it's fooliſh to ſuffer ones 
ſelf to be impos'd on by a Man of no Autho- 
Tity, when he talks Nonſence: For example, One 
may believe that the Perſon of our Redeemer, 
after his Aſcenſion to Heaven, really convers'd 
with St. Paul here upon Earth; but tis abſurd 
to aſſert, that he realiy convers'd with him here, 
but was as far from him really, as Heaven is 
from Earth, —— 

But my Intent is only to evince, that he own'd 
ic a ſublime Myſtery inſtituted for the Benefit 
of our Souls, as Luther had done before, ftrenu- 
ouſly maintaining to the laſt 2 Real and Corporal 
Preſence, tho' he would have his particular 
Whim to circumſcribe it with Impanation. —— 


— 


(m) Cal. Inſt. I. 4. c. 17. Sect, 10. (n) Supra. 
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from him, and make no Myſtery at all on't, di- 
viding and ſubdividing, dreaming and inventing. 
No Meaning at all in the Words of the divine 
Inſtitution, a Spiritual Senſe, a Figurative Senſe, 
a Repreſentative Senſe, c. To be ſhor:, I 
have read of 32 differing Incerprecations ſumm'd 
up; and it's all one to Nic, by which of theſe 
Winds they fail. --- The Roaring Lyon deworurs his 
Prey, when dubious, «»/ertled and weak in Faith; 
by our own Fault and wrong Uſe of Senſe and 
Reaſon, we believe not the 7-4th ; (and conſe- 
quently deprive our ſelves of the Benefic or- 
dain'd for Support of our corrupt, ill inclin'd, and 
frail Nature againſt Aſſaults within, and Attacks 
without) but ſubſtitute in lieu of it, the Inven- 
tions and Inſtitutions of Men, who cou'd 
derive or ſhew no Authority or Commiſſion, 
for what they did, but their own; and delude 
their gaping Followers with empty Signs andSym- 
bolt inſtead o the Subſtance, which was all indeed 
they had in their Power to give em; ſo tis no 
wonder they ſhould feed em with the Fancy, 
or Faith (as they call it) that there's nothing 
more to be receiv'd. 

It was the Fate of this Kingdom decreed by 
Law, that the Faith, Belief, Religion of the 
People, (o) ſhould depend intirely on the Choice 
of every ſucceſſive King or Queen of this Realm: 
in conſequence of it, the Regency, in the Mi- 
nority of Ed. the 6th, affected for a Sacrament 
the Dream of Uſricas Zninglius; how he came 


(o) H.8, K. Ed. 6. Q. Elz. 4 of Supremacy. 
0 


His Scholars, indeed, took the Liberty to diſſent 
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by it I have told already: But the Compilers 
of King Edward's Articles depend, it ſeems, not 
ſo much on the Revelation as a Reaſon for't, 
both of equal Authority, and equally perſwaſive. 
Art. 29. The very Being of human Nature 
* doth require, that the Body of one and the 
t ſame Man, cannot be at one and the ſame 
< time in many Places, but of neceſſity muft 
© bein ſome certain and determinate Place 
* therefore the Body of Chriſt cannot be pre- 
* ſent in many different Places at the ſame 
* time. And fince (as the Holy Scriptures 
** teſtify)Chriſt hath been taken up into Heaven, and 
© there is to abide till the end of the World; 
* jt becometh not any of the Faithſul to be- 
* lieve or profeſs, that there is a Real or Cor- 
* poral Preſence (as they phraſe it) of the 
Body and Blood of Chrift, in the Holy Eu- 
* chariſt. —— A very faithful and hopeful Rea- 
fon indeed! *Tis a ſubject for ſeveral Specula- 
tions I own, but a paltry Foundation to build 
Articles of Faith on. For 1“. If the Philoſopher 
ſhould fide with Omnipotence, which way can 
any Soul prove, the nature of bis Body to require, &c. ? 
No more than that'tis the Nature of Man's Body 
to be Viſible, and, if I miftake not, the Conver- 
ſion of St, Pau! demonſtrates both to be falſe. 
(Y) Saul, why perſecuteſt thou me? Who art thou, Lord? 
1 am Teſus whim thou deft perſecute. (q) The Min in 
Company heard the Voice, but ſaw no Man, Here 
Jefus (Wham this Article does not deny to be 
Man) was upon Larth after his Aſcenſion, and 
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Inviſible. The ſame St. Paul tells us, that after 
his Reſurrection he was ſeen of Cephas, and 
after that of the Eleven; then of more then 
Foo at once, after that of Fames, then of all the 
Apoſtles; ſo that ſometimes he was viſible, ſome- 
times inviſible ; but laſt of all (ſays he) he wasſeen 
alſo of me--- This was after his Aſcenſion into 
Heaven, where be is to abide till the end of the 
World —— But not to be confind by a Con- 
vocation I hope! No, no, 'twas a wicked De- 
cree pretending to ſet bounds to their Maker! 
The Perſon of Jeſus Chrift was in the World, and 
the World was made by him, and the World knew 
him not. He came into his own, and his own re- 
ceived him not. But as many as received him, he 
gave them Power to be made the Sons of God, to thoſe 
who believe in his Name. Of his infinite Power, 
Mercy, and Goodneſs, he aſſum'd our Nature for 
our Redemption and Sanctification; & quod 
ſeme] aſſumpſit nunquam demiſit : What he once 
aſſum d he never laid down, but ever ſince, true 
God, and true Man, comes to his own tho' his own 
receive bim not. But as many as do receive him 
(worthily) he gives em power to be made the Sons of 
God. To thoſe who believe, &c. This is a Do- 
ctrine, not invented yeſterday, nor preach'd in 
3 corner, as every one of the Proteſtant Syſtems 
are; but Catholick or Univerſal thro' the whole 
World in every Age ſince the ſacred Inſtitution. 
Takes not its Riſe from the Dream of a Man of 
no Character, whiſper d in the dark by an uncer- 
tain Spright! It was not thus reveal'd to the great 
Apoſtle with ſo ſlight a Ceremony; but as a My- 


ſtery of great Concern, and particular Regard 
O2 to 


(108) 
to Chriſtians. (r) For I receiv d of our Lord (ſays he) 
that which alſo I bave deliver d unto you; © That 
© our Lord Jeſus, in the Night that he was be- 
* tray'd, took Bread; and giving thanks, brake 
© and ſaid ; take ye and eat: This is my Body 
© which ſhall be deliver'd for you. This do 
* ye for the Commemoration of me. In like 
« manner alſo the Chalice after he had ſupp'd, 
* ſaying, this Chalice is the new Teftament in 
© my Blood &c. Whoſoever ſhall eat 
© this Bread, or drink the Chalice of our Lord 
„c unworthily, ſhall be guilty of the Body and 
© Blood of our Lord — eateth and drinketh 
«© Judgment to himſelf, not diſcerning the 
** Body of our Lord. 

But to ſay the truth, this then new invented 
no-Myftery, retaining ſtill the name of Sacra- 
ment without the Reality; was not improperly 
adopted by a new invented Church without 
Succeſſion ; a new inyented Priefthood without 
Ordination : Altars all demoliſh'd (the name only 
affected) upon which (5) this Sacrifice of the new 
Law ſucceeding to all thoſe of the old, as Emablems of it 
enly, was daily offer d ap, - for inſtead of all thoſe Sa- 
crifices, and Offerings, bis Body is offer d, and ad- 
miniſtred to the Partakers. Thus the Subſtance 
of Religion in this Nation was deſtroy'd; in- 
vented Shadows and Figures, enacted to ſupply 
its place; the empty ſound of Faith, without 
Belief, recommended to the Natives as the only 
wholeſome and comfortable Doctrine for their Jufti- 
fication, and Salyation, — An Eſtabliſhment 


— 
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0 Cori. (9) Aug. civitat, Dei, 1.17. c. 20. 


(109) | 
of Religion like this, was never heard of in 
theſe Realms before; nor ever that we can 
read of, in any Nation of the Earth. — But 
(if Senſe and Reaſon will permit) we muſt ſup- 
poſe that ſome time or other, in ſome place or 
other, above a thouſand Years before, twas 
juſt ſo believ'd, and practis d; and this diſcovery 
made by ſome or other, about, and in the 
Reigns, of K. Ed. and Q. E. Reader, I 
have ſaid it already ; if this diſcovery can be trac d 
no further, depend upon't, tis all human In- 
vention; and St. Peter's roaring Lyon, Luther's 
great Dr. of Divinity and Zuinglius's Black, &c. 
were the prime Promoters of a ſham to rob 
Chriſtianity of its Eſſentials, and pave the way 
again for another Attack againſt the Head, as 
well as Members. — A Man need not be as 
cunning as the Devil himſelf, to ſpy this with 
halt an Eye--- Circuit. He dances in a Circle, 
*rwas one of his Rounds, the ſame thing over 
again. — Appellants to a thouſand Years ago; 
and Appellants to a hundred, two or three Years 
hence perhaps, are all of a piece: Tis Shuffle 
and Excuſe of a guilty Conſcience, to be at 
Liberty to play its Pranks, Tis the Plea of 
the Delinquent who excepted againſt all Juries, 
but the twelve Apoſtles; and full as ridiculous, 
The Wiſdom of this World, in the Eftabliſhmenc 
of Governments, has no advantage over a H. 
C. Church, eftabliſh'd by A-God, in Order, and 
Subordination ; and thoſe who plead to have 
their Cauſe try'd by Authority in Ages paſt or 
to come, ſtruggle for no Authority over 'em at 
preſent, but to uſurp it to themſelves and their 
Party ; when they have gain'd the Point, the 
great Pr. and Politician never leaves em till he 


has 
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has made em deſperate Outlaws; and when he has 
wheedled em out of Sanctuary, (out of the Church) 
with a pretence of Godlineſs, Reformation, 
and Purity of Doctrine, he knows then how 
to employ 'em from Hereſy, to Hereſy, 
Schiſm, and Confuſion, till no body knows 


what (I need not ſay believe) to think. Is 
not this the Meaning of dubius, and incertus 
amongſt us? | 

It is the Reader's Concern now to carry on the 
Parallel a little further, and reſolve, whether 
there is, or is not, an equal Obligation of be- 
lieving in one caſe as the other ; ſince without 
Faith tis imp ſible to pleaſe God, and all muſt 

ield that whatever is reveal'd by Heaven is the 
Object of this Faith, tho' never ſo much beyond 
the reach of Senſes and Reaſon, --- tho' it be 
a ſcandal to the Fews, and folly to the Gentiles. To 
clear therefoce this Point and ſatisfy himſelf, his 
Reaſon and Senſes, as they are limited, muſt 
be confin'd from begining at the wrong end; 
not imploying them in the Examen of the poſſi- 
bility or probability of the Myſtery ſaid to be re- 
veal'd ; but whether God, who in times paſt in divers 
manners [poke unto the Fathers by the Prophets, has laſt 
of all {poken to us in his Son whom he has appointed Heir 
of all, and by whom be alſo made the World, who is 
the Splendor and Image of bis Subſtance, The Eter- 
nal Word? That He has ſpoken to us theſe 
Words. I and the Father are One, This is my Body, 
is allow'd on all fides: But whether any body is 
at liberty to give what Conſtruction they think 
fic to either, without disbelieving what God 
has ſpoken, is a Queltion! And whether he is at 
liberty for che one, and not for the other? 


Quære 
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Quzre again! If to either of theſe Quzres, 'eis 
anſwer'd in the Affirmative, it evidently follows 
that we ſpeak to our ſelves, not God to us. Or, 
if we take the Interpretation of theſe Words 
upon truft (as Proteſtants generally ſpeaking do) 
from Luther, Zuinglius, Calvin, K. Edward, Q. 
Elizabeth, &c. 'tis as plain, that They ſpeak 
to us; not G; unleſs they can produce their 
Patent, - and we believe their Word, not the 
Word of God, —— And is this the Faith, the 
wholſome and comfortable Doctrine, that is to 
ſanctify us? Credat Judæus Appella, —— 

God ſpoke to us theſe Words by his Son. 
(t) I will ſend you from the Father the Spirit of truth 
which proceedeth from the Father, he ſhall give teſti- 
mony of me. He ſhall glorify me; becauſe be ſhall 
receive of mine and ſhall ſhew to you. Here iteps 
in M:homet, and ſays, that Feſus Chriſt is the 
greateſt of all the Prophets, that he has a vene- 
ration for him, and perſwades his Followers, that 
all this relates to himſelf, and that hz is the Per- 
ſon ſent ; the laſt and the Seal of Prophets. 
Now tis moſt certain, that Mabomer ſpoke to 
the Turks, not God ; tho' the Man was cunning 
enough, to feign divine Authority for what he 
taught, by pretended Viſions, and Angels; well 
foreſeeing that his alone, fignify'd nothing to 
perſwade: But Arius, Secinus, Mbiſton, &c. will 
interpret theſe Texts as wickedly, barely upon 
the Authority of theic own Senſe, and Reaſon! 
and mult not a Man be more obſeſ(s'd than a 
Turk to fancy theſe Men ſpeak the true Senſe 
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of the (a) Mord of God, when tis avowed to be 
only heir Senſe ? Can Mr. biſton himſelf imagin 
rhat the Spirit of Truth (which this Text tells us 
proceeds from the Father and the Son) comes 
out of his Mouth, and gives Teftimony by bim, 
to glorify the Son; whilſt he's ſenſible at the ſame 
time, that all's from his Brain to a quite con- 
trary purpoſe ; and owns, no other Authority 
eftabliſh'd by Heaven, for the true Senſe of 
the Word of God? Tis evident to Senſe 
and Reaſon, that Mabomet ated a more rational 
part, than any of the Chriſtian Se& Maſters; 
whilſt he endeavour'd to reconcile in the Minds 
of his Followers a Perſwaſion, that he had Au- 
thority from Heaven, for the Preaching of his 
Doctrine. 

For from the Creation of the World, true 
Religion was thus eſtabliſh'd and ſupported. 
But for ſo many different, and differing All 
Ones, of their own Authority to preſcribe their 
| Notions, Interpretations, and Comments for 
Religion; diſowning at the ſame time, any Au- 
thority eſtablſh'd by Heaven to teach them the 
true Senſe of the Word of God! ſuch Doctrine, 
Iſay, affronts common Senſe, is felo de ſe, deftroys 
its ſelf, without Senſe or Concern for what's 
to be the Conſequence. And tis thus, all 
falſe Sets, and Religions have crept into the 


(s) r. Quid dicis, O Ari? Quid dicis, Haretice ? Quid lo- 
queris ? Quid eſt Chriſtus ? Non inquit Deus verus, ſed quem 
fecit Deus verus. Non te traxit Pater : non enim mntellexiſti 
Patrem, cujus Filium negas : nec a Patre traheris nec ad 


Filium traheris, Aliud eſt enim Filius, aliud quod tu dicit. 
S. Aug. Trad, 26, in Joan, 
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World, ſubſiſt, and are kept up; by mere hu- 
man Invention, and Force. — The Wit of Man, 
his Reading, Opining, Reaſoning, comparing 
of Texts, and Judging ; is no ground or Foun- 
dation for Religion, and Faith; nothing can be 
rais'd from all this but Opinion. — We be- 
lieve, becauſe A-God ſpeaks, by an Authoricy 
eftabliſh'd by him, to explain to us his Word. 
e believe not, (at leaſt ought not to 
believe) the Reports of Men, in the Affair of 
Faith and Religion, unleſs we know firſt 
who ſent em. If they Preach to us a Dectrine 
taught by a Power eftabliſh'd by A-God upon 
Earth, they produce their Credentials. If they 
tell us, by way of Advertiſment, that really there 
was ſuch a Power lodg'd upon Earth, for a 
little while; but (that like the Poets Aſtræa) 
the wickedneſs of the World forc'd it to retire ; 
however, that they have ſprung very plenti- 
fully, and rich Mines, that lay hid in the Scrip- 
tures, andoffer us Co-partnerſhip! why then ſay, 
I, they are Welſh Embaſſadors, no Embaſſadors 
from Heaven.---lf they deal in foreign Ware! ſuch 
as was brought over in the Days of K. Ed. and 
Q. Eliz. then they are Embaſſadors from Zuing- 
lius, Fohn Calvin, Martin Luther, &c. and Mr. 
Whifton is Embaſſador from the Mamaluks. 
To be ſerious (Reader) their Tongues, and 
Pens, are Embaſſadors from their own Brains; 
they have no other Commiſſion for their Conceits, 
and Comments, unleſs we'll do 'em the favour to 
credit their Inſtructions from the great Doctors of 
Divinity, & c. (Their beſt Friends will have theſe 
to be only Whims too when they were troubled 
with the Vapours,) but be it as they will, they 
P receiv d 
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receiv'd them not from the H. Catholic Church. 
There was no ſuch thing in being, it ſeems, 
in their Days; fo they were put to it to faſhion 
and ſhape Churches, to the Circumſtances of 
Time, Place, and Perſons. Royal Churches, 
Common- wealth Churches, Club Churches, &c. 
they are all one. But by their leave, if our 
B. Redeemer, ever in any Age withdrew him- 
ſelf from the Church he form'd on Earth; from 
that Moment there was an end and period put 
to all Religion: No Man living was oblig'd to 
believe any Doctrine taught or preach'd by any 
Man, or any Sect of Men. If the Spirit of Truth 
had abandon'd her for ſome Ages, as they ſay, 
to whom muſt Men have apply'd themſelves all 
that long while for the truth of the Word of 
God ? —— - Or was it indifferent, whether they 
had any or none? — Yet the oddeſt Whim of 


all is, that A-God ſeveral Ages before, had diſ- 


ſolv'd that Church he had Aſſembled from all the 
known Nations of the Earth into one Body; and, 


after the method of our Parliaments, had appoint- - 


ed Luther, Calvin, K. Ed. Q. Elix Knox, Zuingliam, 
&c. High Sheriffs, to whom he iſſued out Writs, 
for the Convocation of ſome new ones; and yet 
neither Scrip nor Scrowl, nor Sign nor Seal ; 
nothing but their own, or one another's Words 
for't! and tho' they aſſembled in different, and 
diſtant places, in Germany, Geneva, England Scet- 
land, &c. and enacted contradictory Articles, 
Conſtitutions, and Canons! However they were 
all One; provided always, they ſtoutly meintain'd, 
that no body but themſelves, had right 2ower, 
Prerogative, Title, or lawful Claim: All prior 
Poſſeſſion, Preſcription, Ordinances, &c. to 


the 
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the contrary notwithſtanding. — Let the 
Doctrine be what it will, *tis every bit ont Pro- 
teſtant Religion upon theſe Terms. Is 
not ſuch ſtuff as this able to provoke a Libertine 
of Wit and Senſe, to Swear, Curſe, and Blaſ- 
— and cry the Devil's int? When he has 

een bred up, and nurs d in ſuch Principles, and 
knows no better; and, whilſt a Gudgeon he 
ſwallow'd the Bait of the Word Popery, and 
retains all his Life after a Prejudice and Dread, 
left that Raw-head and Bloody-Bones take him by 
the Crown! what does he conclude from all 
this ? But that to the beſt of his Knowledge, all 
Religion is a Bite, and that it's a foolery co be- 
lieve any Church at all. Not knowing where to 
apply the Article he learnt in the Creed, he's 
tooth and nail for B. Bangor's Kingdom of 
Chriſt: Both Church, Parſon, and Proſelyte, 
to himſelf. — And here's the Spring of Irreligi- 
on, Deiſm, Atheiſm, ſo much complain'd of 
by thoſe, who are fal'n into the Pit, they have 
all along been digging ; and are caught in their 
own Nets. Do they pretend to betryd b 
Scriptures alone, nothing but Scriptures ? ſo do theſe, 
Do they inſiſt upon Senſes and Reaſon, and ad- 
mit of no other Tribunal for the Tryal of che 
true Senſe of the Word of God ? fo do theſe. 
Do they entertain noiſe and ſquabble about the 
Fathers, and primitive Church, to amuſe the 
People; admitting and rejecting at pleaſure 
what they think makes to their Purpoſe? ſo 
do theſe. Do they compare, and explain Texts 
by Texts, endeaveuring to reconcile 'em to the 
Favour, Good-will And approbation of Senſes and 
Reaſon ? ſo do theſe, In ſhort, do they,vvon ſuch 
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Premiſes, refuſe to believe there was any Myſtery 
at all in the ſacred Inſtitution of the laſt Supper, 
attributing the plain and ſtrong Expreſſions of a 
Realicv,to nothing but Tropes, Types, and Figures? 
— Upon the ſame grounds, and the like Com- 
ments, do theſe deny the Myſtery of a Trinity, 
and the Divinity of the Son, and Holy Ghoſt. 
The Bangoriſt Proteſtant has as much to ſay 
for himſelf as any of the other; and all of em 
together, nothing to the purpoſe. 

For to repeat it again, Religion, Faith or Be- 
lief, have Authority, not 1 and Reaſon, 
for their Guide. Human Religion, human Be- 
liefs, depend upon human Authority. Fides 
fit penes authorem, depend upon the credit of the Man. 
But divine Faith relies only on God; if he 
ſpeaks to us by an Authority he has eſtabliſh'd 
upon Earth, —— La{t of all by his Son ! our 
Wiſdoms ought to be filent, and not mutinous 
for a Liberty and Property to our utter Ruin 
and Diſtraction. And if ever the Son of God, 
whilſt upon Earth, told his Apoſtles or Diſciples, 
that {ome of them ſhould write his Words, and 
relate his Actions, for the Inſtruction of the 
World in the Doctrine of Heaven, for their e- 
ternal Happineis; and (like the Heathen Oracles) 
that they ſhould be Tranſmitted to the end of 
the World, for the Benefit of every one to in- 
terpret and conſtrue em as they thought fit, in 
proportion to their Parts and Capacities! that he 
never deſign'd any Church or Body of Men, with 
whom he would be to the end of the World! 
noc never meant that the Spirit of Truth, 
which proceeded from him and his Facher, 
guid direct lem to teach the World the true 

= Senſe 
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Senſe and Meaning of his Word! If any thing 
of this Nature (I ſay) can be prov'd ; why then 
I muſt give up my Reaſon, and Senſe, to the 
Arguments of Men; to human Authority, for 
the truth of the Word of God; and inftead of 
believing Him, and receiving his Faith, I muft 
take up their Perſwaſions at a venture, and make 
that ſerve in lieu of a better Religion, 

But now on the other fide, tis more than 2 
thouſand to one that the Son of God for this 
cauſe was Born, and for this came into the World to 
zeftify the Truth of Religion; not only to thoſe 
then living in that Nation, but to all the World, 
to the end of the World; and for this purpoſe 
of Heaven, he ſaid to St. Peter, he would build his 
Church upon that Rock, and the Gates of Hell 
opened, ſhould not be able to prevail againſſ it. 
That as God ſpoke to the World by him, he 
ſpoke to the World after his Aſceniion, by this 
Church he had built; and perform d his Pro- 
miles of being with it to the end of the World; 
that the Spirit of Truth, proceeding from the 
Father and him, ſhould dit ect this Church; and 
that choſe who heard this Church heard him: 
So that by evident Conſ<quence, who believ'd 
that Church belicv'd God, not the Opinions of 
Men; for as God ſpoke by his Son, ſo He ſpoke 
by is Church; tis true, the generality of the 
Jews did not believe him, ſome of his Diſciples 
went back from believing him; all this, whilft 
in Perſon amongſt em. Tis true again, the ge- 
nerality of both Jews and Heathens did not be- 
lieve is Church, bur perſecuted and put to 
Death thoſe of chis Church, ho taug bt in his 
Name; and as the other was believing the Son 
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of God ; this was Perſecuting the Son of God. 
Saul, Saul, why Perſecuteſt 'h;u me? The Reaſon 
for both is plain, becauſe twas his own Eftabliſh- 
ment, and in his Protection; a ftanding Proof of 
ths, is that in ſpite of th: Gates of Hell opened, 
to ftir up the one, and the other, to ſuppreſs 
this Church! The Jews are deftroy'd, and diſ- 

rsd a contemptible Generation thro' all the 

ations of the Earth, and the Gentiles have 
own'd him in all the moft diſtant parts of the 
World, for their Lord and Redeemer: Receiving 
his Doctrine from this Church, by the Mouths 
of its Biſhops and Priefts, who from Age to Age 


Preach'd it to the Nations of the Earth, and a- 


mongſt the reſt to ys, Now if Proteftants will 
be pleas d to fix this Mercureal piece of their 
Doctrine, and let us know when and in what 
Age Popery and Corruption began to creep into 
it ; or, which is the ſame thing, when, the Son of 
God ſpoke no longer to the World by any 
Church ! or, that the Spiric of Truth from the 
Father and him, gave no longer Teſtimony by 
ſuch a Church: Let em ſet their own time, 
every one to the beſt of his Reading and Fancy 
tis all one! —— From that very date, ſay I, 
there was no longer any God in [/rael ; there 
was (in this ſuppoſition) a full ftop put to the 
Doctrine of 7. C. —— Mankind was diſabled 
from believing God ; from believing the Son of 
hay ſince there was no Authority upon Earch 
on his part, that could tell us the true Senſe and 
Meaning of his Word! There was nothing for is 
but the Opinions of MEN. ; 


*Tis true, they ſay, that God knows how many . 
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Ages after this Diſaſter happen'd, (x) Maſter 
Dr. Luther was a Man ſent of God to enlighten the 
World; and he ſays himſelt writing againſt H. 8. 
Certus ſum dogmata mea me habere de Calo, &c. 
I am ſure ] bave my Doctrine f-om Heaven. This 
is all very poſitive and plain, I muft own ; bur 
I could never read of any one that ever ſaw his 
Credentials,tho'M r. Jewel was ſufficiently qualify'd 
for his Baptift. Beſides, he tells us again himſelf 
in another place already cited, that his Doctrine 
againſt the Maſs was from the Devil, which I 
am more inclin'd to believe than the other, and 
that he was no more ſent of God to enlighten 
the World than Mabomet; my Reaſon for this, 
is, an Obſervation made, that ſince our B. Re- 
deemer Aſcended into Heaven, there never was 
a Preſident, that any one Man that was of no 
Church at all! that was not of Communion with 
any Society of Cbriſtiant in the whole World, 
was ever ſent of God. — I am as firmly per- 
ſwaded, as that the Son ſhines by day, that 
A-God, Father, Son, and H. Ghoſt, has in a 
moſt particular manner in every Age, raisd 
up extraordinary Men, that were Members of 
his viſible Church, to teach ber Doctrine, and give 
ber Light to the World; and preſerve her Children 
in Union of Faith and Sacraments! a Hrerom, 
Ambroſe, Auguſtine, Gregory, &c. with hundreds 
before and ſince; but never read that any pre- 
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(x) Jewel, Apolog. c. 4. div. 2. Martin Luther, and 
Hulderike Zuinglius, being moſt excellent Men even ſent 
of God to give Light to the whole World, firſt came 
unto the Knowledge and Preaching of the Goſpel. 


tended 


| 
| 
| 


(120 ) | 
tended they were the firſt (y) that came unto the 
Enowledge, and Preaching of the Goſpel in their days. 
A pretence of a new Commiſſion from Heaven, 
is Mabomet to a tittle, and has for its ſupport, 
no other Teftimony but the Words of Men, 
and Proofs like his. 

But I cannot conceive why this prime Pro- 
teftant Bp. of Sarum ſhould couple Lather and 
Zminglius, ſent as a Preſent to the whole World ; 
for from whom ever they came, they brought 
quite oppoſite Meſſages, ſnarling at one another 
as long as they liv'd. Zuinglius and Calvin me- 
thinks, had made a better Pair and the (z) Heli- 
as the Conductor, and Chariot of Iſrael (as Father 
Fox ſtiles Luther) might have had em a Pre- 
ſent for his Carr; tho* they were ſomething 
headſtrong and reſty, led different ways too, 
and would not be driven. — Zuther interpreted 
Theſe two words of Scripture (Ibis ii) to mean 
Really this is: Zuinglius Conftru'd em quite con- 
trary, and ſaid they meant (This is not.) Calvin be- 
liev'd they neither deliver'd their Errand right, to 
give light to the while Nerid: That 'twas all but a 
Fancy which he deſir'd might be call d Faith. 
—— But it's all one ye know! —— Q. E. granted 
his Petition, and had it inſerted, one of the 
Articles of her Church! — They ſtrengthen 
conliderably the Intereft of Proteſtant Religion, 
an are Ramparts and Bulwarks againſt Popery 

Now I gueſs Bp. Fewe!'s Reaſon for pairing 
Luther and Zuinglius, to be an honour deſign'd 
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(y)2 Jewel. ibid. 
(z) Fox Acts and Monuments, p. 416. 
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for the latter, becauſe He was the Corner- ſtone 
of his Church in K. Edward's days, tho” to the 
prejudice of the former ; who was out-voted in 
Pariiament, in ſpite of Archbiſhop Cranmer, and 
Ridley. The Archbp. indeed was a Benefactor 
to 'em both, in different Capacities, for he 
labour'd all he could to have introduc'd Lu ber's 
Doctrine and on the other ſide had moſt boun- 
tifully beftow'd the guife of Martyrdom on the 
Liſciples of Zuinglius, by virtue of an Act of 
Parliament, of fix Articles in the Reign of H.8 31. 
c. 14. In the laſt Year of that King's Reign, 
he ſentenc'd to the Faggor, one (a) Anne Ae for 
denying the Real Preſence ; ſome two Years 
after, Foen Knel!l, her Maid, receiv'd the 
ſame grace and favour from him. for having 
diſcover'd in Scripture another Aﬀront offer d 
to Reaſon and Senſes, in the Myſtery of the 
Incarnation (tho by what Law ſays my Author, 
I do not ſee ; for in the firſt Year of Ed. 6. all 
Statutes againſt Hereticks had been repeal'd) 
(5) when he pronounc'd her Sentence: Ay (lays 
ſhe) not Ing ago you Cond:mn'd my Miſtreſs for a 


piece of Bread; and now you Condemn me for a piece 


of Flh! -— Irecommend this Story to Mr. 
Tilind, for a ſecond part to his beautiful, witty, 
and learn'd Hyparia; and if he deſigns a K3len- 
— for his Church, there's another Martyr for 

im. 

If the Reader is curious, and defires to know, 
Why Mr. Jewel, who was a Bp: of the Church 
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(a) Stow's Chron. A. 1549. 
(% The 3 Couver. of England pat. 2, pag. 392. 
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of England, ſhould be ſo fond of Extraordinary 
Embaſſadors from Heaven! (who ſuperſede all 
ordinary Commiſſions) the Reaſon is plain; be- 
cauſe in his time they were all Extraordinaries : 
Q. Eliz. imploy'd no other; ſhe Baniſh'd, and 
Confin'd the Ordinaries, every Man of em; 
and had great Reaſon for it too, ſince they were 
all refractory, and wou'd not deliver her Meſage 
to the Nation, but the Meſſage of (c) ber that 
ſent them: Which was poſitively deny ing, and 
oppoſing her Right, Title, and Prerogative, to 
imploy or give audience, to any of the Foreign 
Embaſſadors Extraordine, as ſhe thought fit, for 
the Security of her Crown, Perſon, and new 
acquired Dignity, ſo extrordinarily beſtow'd, 
by her ſelf, Lords and Commons. She compals'd 
what ſhe defign'd by it, tis true, but it has 
produc'd moſt ſcandalous Effects ever ſince: Such 
a glut of Extraordinary Enbaſſadors appear'd even 
in her time, that ſhe thought fit to to Whip, 
Pillor, and Gag 'em, to prevent their interrupt- 
ing her own. But they grew ſo numerous in the 
Nation at laſt, chere was no refuling em Audi- 
ence, nor preventing their Counſels to prevail. 
The Crown Auctoriz'd the Principle, Scriptures 
alone, and the Crown ſeverely tuffzr'd for't : 
Our Anceſtors of thoſe days, aided and abetted, 
and their Sins are viſiced to the third and fourth 
Generation in the Confuſions of Ireeligions we 
are Witneſſes to. They all of 'em pretended 
they brought the Word of God; and the Peo- 
ple of this Nation receiv'd em, and Canton'd 
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em in good Quarters of Refreſhment ; but a 
Man cannot help thinking ſome of 'em to beIm- 
poſtors ; nay, they have no better Opinion one 
of another. Methinks if any one of em, had 
been ſent from above to enlighten the whole World, 
he ſhould have brought a Rule for Peace, Con- 
cord, and Unity; not a Bone for Quarrels, 
Diſſention and Diviſion ! This very Point alone, 
had I no other Reaſons, convinces me, their 
pretences, in favour of themſelves and one ano- 
ther, are all Shams ; their Interpretations of 
Scriptures, in contradiction, not only to what 
was generally thro' ali the World the Faitb of 
Chriſtians, but to each other likewiſe, was 
from no other ſource but their own Heads, and 
the Spirit of Illuſion. This (I ſay) ſeems to me 
obvious to common Senſe: And as obvious on 
the other ſide, that a Religion planted by Hea- 
ven upon Earth, to endure to the end of the 
World ; carries along to the end, its own Senſe 
of the Word of God; a perpetuity of Inter- 
pretation ; the ſame that Chriſtians profeſs to 
believe when they perpetually repeat that Ar- 
ticle of the Apoſtles Creed, I believe the Holy C. 
Church: And thoſe who pretend to be ſent with 
Commiſſions never heard of before, to inter- 
pret Scriptures, endeavour to ſupplant the 
Doctrine taught by F. Chriff, equally with Ma- 
homet. 

Mc. Bu/frode, in his controverſial Letters, ap- 
pears very zealous in Defence of Proteſtant 
Religion at random, for it's hard to gueſs which 
of the Proteliant Religions his Letters wou'd 
have prevail: However he ſcemsto diſtegard all 
the Modern Prophets ſent ; and tells us we have 

Q 2 King, 


— . ——_—— — — — —— - 


( 124 ) 

King, Lords, and Commons, who underſtand 
the Scriptures better than the Pope and all his 
Cardinals, In my Opinion, his Propoſition is 
deficient in ſeveral teſpects, and would have 
been fuller to the purpoſe, and more juſt to the 
Memory of a Pious Queen, had it been worded 
thus. He had once a Queen, Lords and C mmons, 
who underſtood Scriptures better than the Pope, with 
all bis Cardinals, Biſhops and Council, This would 
have dumfounded 4 Papiſt to eternal ſilence, 
But as to the other, He defire to know, to which 
of our King's Reigns, this Privilege of Heaven 

is to be aſcribed? If to any betore H. the 8th, 
his Reading muſt have inform'd him,they were all 
content to underſtand as well, not better: H. 8. 
himſelf! 1 fancy he would have been very un- 
willing to have held up his Hand to him, upon 
the Statute of ſix Articles, for his Expoſition 
upon the 6th of St. Jobn, as it was Lambert's 
Caſe, As for any of our Kings, Lords and 
Commons, ſince the days of the Daughter ! I 
don't read that they much imploy'd their Seſſi- 
ons in Studying of Scriptures, K. James the firſt 
indeed, fat in Convecation at Hampton Curt, and 
Scriptures alone were on both ſides, but he over- 
ruled the Rule, and the Pope himſelf cou'd have 
done no more. The pure ones at laſt rebell'd, 
fought for't, and got it into their Poſſeſſion; 
then the were King, Lords, and Commons, and 
underſtood Scriptures better than the Pope, &c. 
—— So that from the very firſt to the laſt, all 
- thoſe who have enter'd into the Combination, 
of having Scriptures alone for a Rule, deſign'd 
the holy Word of God tor a Property to main- 
rain tae Intereſts, and Factions of this World, 
| to 
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to encreaſe the Numbers, and Strength of their 
Party, for Dominion and Power, &. and to 
amuſe the Multitude, they have dealt no other- 
wiſe with the Holy Scriptures, but as Juglers 
do wich a pack of Cards: Induction will make 
it plain. Look, Gentlemen, ſays Luther, here's 
the Book! Til Shuffle it well by Tranſlating and 
Expounding, and you'll ſee as plain as the Noſes 
on your Faces, thac I am the firſt that (4)give Light 
to the World in this dark Age! Don't ye all ſee it 
plain? — very plain,Scriptures are very plain! Is 
that the way you blow your Match, cries an apt 
Scholar! reach me the Book, (e) III ſhew 
a trick worth two of this; look you, Gen- 
tlemen, He lays, cis ſo and ſo; now I will turn 
you over ſome leaves, and you ſhall be convinc'd 
that tis vt ſo. Is not that plain now? Scrip- 
tures are very plain, — Why ſure! ſays a pert 
Frenchman, I may be allow'd as much Wit and 
Invention as ever a dull German of em all, and 
have as nimble Fingers, let me try. (f) Look ye, 
Shenclemen, here's the Bock too. The one ſays, 
tis /o; the other ſays, tis not /o : Now I ſay, tis 
both: It is /o, and it is mort /o; and there's the 
Myftery. Is not this very plain? O very plain, 
Scriptures are very plain! — Come come, 
ſays the Queen, reach me the Book, here's 2 
pack of Fellows that pretend to rule the Roaſt, 
and by what Authority? It ſeems they can find 
in Scriptures that Women ought not to Rule, 
I'll give em a Rowland for their Oliver. For 
their ſo's and not ſu's! Chriſt was the Word that 
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(4) Jewel. (e) Zuinglius, (F) Calvin, 
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ſpake it, He took the Bread and brake it, and what 
the Word did make it, that I believe and take it, Let 
'em have Faith in me, and they may believe 
what they pleaſe. All's one. If they'll not con- 
form to my Church, Jet em be Starv d, Hang d, 
and Damn'd, by penal Laws and Excommuni- 
cation, Her Apoſtles and Diſciples tell us this 
is all plain Scriptures, eaſy to be underitood in 
all thoſe neceſſary Points: But tor my part, 1 
think it plain, very plain; that they all of 'em 
have taken out a Licence from themſelves, to 
play the Mountebank with the Word of God; 
and Ld. Bp. of Bangers Licence is of equal Au- 
thority with all the reſt ; for in the ſuppoſition 
that our Haviour has no Holy Catholick Church 
upon Earth to Interpret, why ſhould any one 
pretend a Preference, and moncopolize Inter- 
pretation to himſel and his Party? Tho' 
there are two ſmallObjections preſent themſelves, 
againſt the uſcfulnel(s of his Lp's Doctrine. 1“. his 
Lp. once threatned Convocation ; if it would 
not lye ilili, and be quiec, he would ſilence it 
with the teitimony of all the prime Reformer, 
"Twas prudent indeed in them not to provoke 
him to itstho' he had laid himſelf too open 
again in ſo general an Allertion ; 1or tis certain 
they allow'd it only to themſelves not to every 
Body; no not to one another. 2%. Methinks his 
Lp. ſuouid have excepicd Convccation out of 
his Licence, becaulc tis a thouſand to one, they'll 
make uf of his own Authority againſt himſelf ; 
that is, they'll find Texts to Bleſs, and Curſe, Ex- 
commit: tcale, Abſolve, with many other trifles, nay 
what's worſe. their Conſciences will tell 'em, 
that the Scriplures and their Litu"gy from them, di- 
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recti em to pray for Kings, and all in Authority under 
them, thai they miniſter Juſtice to the Maintenance 
of true Religion, (which is their own to be ſure, 
whatever it is) and then by his Lp's Rule, Order, 
and Authority, in oppoſition to his Approbation, 
Will, and Conſent, we are. but jutt where we 
were before, in che Lyon's Mouth till ; which 
has ſomething the Phiz of a Contradiction. 

But whether they allow, or not allow it to 
one another, the pretence is ridiculous, that 
A-God has given 'em Scriptures alone for a Rule! 
Ic is a manifeſt ſham upon the People, who are 
made to believe, they have the Word ot God 
for their Religion when they have only the bare 
words of Men, tor their falſe, and corrupt Tranſ- 
lacions, and Incerpretations of Scriptures, as 
their contradictory Doctrines maniteit. It is a 
Juſtification for all the Hereticks that ever have 
appear'd in the World, and makes the Almigbiy 
a Patron to their Actions, by making bim the 
Author of their Rule. Inſtead of certain and 
ſure revealed Truths from Heaven, which our 
B. Saviour ſaid he was Born to teach the World, 
it only produces Sy ſtems, and Problems, at moſt: 
Lutherans, Calviniſts, Socinians, Anabaptiſts, 
Quakers, Oc. and ends in doubts (with thoſe 
wno ace prepollcls'd in its favour) whether A- 
God requires any Faith or Belief iim Men] per- 
ceiving no better Auchoriry tor the Doctrine 
they hear, than lo many different Opinions of 
Men. — Ia ſhore, tis impoſſible ic ever 


ſhould be a Rale, to one in a cheuland, and 
this dilcoversthe Jugglers Tricks, who cry'd it 
up to make chemieives the Rule co the Ignorant 
thouſands, ——— A Rule is cummon to all. 

Learned 
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Learned and Illiterate, /apientibas & inſipientibus 
debitor. Reaſon and Senſe take place here, and 
judge whether Heaven, that has planted a reveal d 
Religion upon Earth; that has ordain'd the Holy 
Scriptures for a main ſupport of it! has not like- 
wiſe ordain'd a firmiorem propheticum ſermonem, 
for the true Senſe of the Scriptures, than any 
of theſe, that have Proclaim'd themſelves, with- 
in theſe laſt 200 Years ? Reaſon and Senſe muſt 
account for this at che laft Day ; but never for 
not comprehending a Myſtery that requir'd 
Belief, as inftanc'd in the caſe of the unbelie- 
ving Jews. —— Scio cui credidi, ſays the Apoſtle, 1 
know whom I have Believ d: So mult we; tis our 
Duty to know whom we believe, or truſt, for the 
Scriprures, and the true Senſe of Scriptures, 
The Authority we truſt to, is the Object of Senſe, 
Reaſon, and Knowledge, that require Evidence, 
but the Doctrine that Authority teaches, is the 
Object of Faith and Belief, where there's no 
room for Reaſon, and Senſe ; nor any other 
Knowledge to be acquir'd, but what is acquir'd 
by Faith; ſuch is our Origin, the irregularity 
of our reaſonable, unreaſonable Nature ; the 
condition of our preſent and future State, and 
all that relates to our Conduct in the one, in or- 
der to the other, —— This Knowledge the Reaſon 
and Senſes of the wiſeſt Heathens had loft, and 
were ſearching for it in the dark, till the Infinite 
Wiidom, Goodneſs, and Mercy of A- God, gave 
light to the World by bis only Son our Redee- 
mer, whoſe Doctrine from Heaven reduc'd em 
to Knowledge, by the teſtimony of A Holy Cat ho- 
lick Church, eſtabliſh'd upon Earth by him, for 
thac end, to remain to the end of the World. 
—— — Where- 
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to no purpoſe! as likely as the other, and a 


expectation of a Friend now and then to lend 
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m— Wherever this Teſtimony is rejected, 
Religion fails, runs back by degrees, into, the 
old Sceptick way of the Heathen! 'cis the preſenc 
Caſe of this Nation. 

Therefore, Reader, to conclude, reduce the 
9th Article of the Apoſtles Creed to Senſe, and 
ſearch no further, wh» to Believe or Truſt, for 
the crue Senſe of all the Scriptures. When 
'ewas inquir'd of your prime pretended Reformers 
what was become ont for fo long a time before 
they appear'd ; their Anſwer was, it had been 
Inviſible, A very plauſible Story, that a dark 
Lanthorn ſhould give Light to the World! 
After Queen Elizabeth had fer up her Church, 
then ſhe began to be wi/ible again, but dropt 
her Title of Catholick or Univerſal, and was 
become particular ; yet the poor filly People, 
continu'd parrotting on ſtill they knew not what, 


ſure way to enlighten the whole World, Mr Whiſton 
is for having the Cards Shuffled, and Dealt 
again; fancying his Doctrine had not fair Play, 
the ybole Chriſtian World having conſpir'd with 
one Athanaſius (which was the beginning of 
Popery) to make People believe his Crocodile 
was the Devil come to fetch em to Hell; fo 
the poor Spectre retir'd under Ground again, in 


him his Hand to drag him out of his dark Hole. 
He petitions, that a Jury of the Learned may 
be impannel'd to examine his Witneſſes! Bur 
a Jury without a Judge never finifhes any 
Cauſe; and let their Verdict be for him or a- 
gainſt him, 'twill be only the Opinions of Men, 
unleſs their Impannel was from Heaven; then 
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they muſt be admitted both Fudge and Jury, but 
that's Popery, therefore to what purpoſe is all his 
Scribling! Does he, who refuſes to be fav'd by 
a Creed receiv'd by all Chriftians for ſo many 
Ages, as the true Senſe of the Word of God 
(no matter who drew it up or penn'd it) pre- 
tend to be ſaved, or ſave others, by a Creed 
be fancies to be the Word of God? 'Tis 
impoſſible. We rauſt all be judg'd, not by 
Laws we preſcribe to our ſelves, but by the Laws 
preſcrib'd by Heaven ; nor has the King of Hea- 
ven, any more left it to our Choice to pick and 
chooſe out of Scriptures a Religion, interpret- 
ing them to our own Fancies, than the Kings of 
the Earth abandon the Statutes, to their Subjects, 
to interpret em for Juſtice, and Equity, as they 
think fit. The pretended Licence for the firft, 
has occaſion'd all the Diſorders and Confuſion 
we are Witneſſes to; and the State would feel 
juſt che ſame in the ſecond ; it would become 
a Nation of Madmen, cutting one another's 
Throats for Meum, and Tuum, and fo they have 
done for their Religions, when there was any 
thing to be got by't: I need not go from home 
to ferch Proofs for this. And think it a 
fuſhcient Proof, that Heaven never gave leave 
for ſuch Principles, for Miſchief; fo that I 
think, Mc. MHhiſton ought to give good Example, 
and ſubmit to the Tryal he requeſts, and he 
ſhall have the Verdict, and Judgment, not of 
a f:w in this Age, but of rbowſands of the moſt 
Tzarn'd, and eminent for Piety of many Ages; 
a Univerſal Conſent: But I fear he'll appeal from 
this. as Popery ; and vo Populi, vox Dei, will 
tigaify leſs ; he appeal, 1 ſay, to his own Head 

upon 
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upon Scriptures, and to - Proteſtant Learned 


Men, alone for Judge, and Jury of that Point; 
and then he's ſure to maintain his Plea, with 


what the Philoſophers call Argumentum ad bomi- 


nem, their own Rule; however hell never be 
able to defend himſelf from the Verb Here, and 
its Derivative Hereſis, that is, being poſitive in 
his own Opinion. I could wiſh he'd not con- 
ſtitute himſelf a Judge, and paſs Sentence againſt 
his Maker; but repent, and confeſs, that his 
Maker has plac'd a Tribunal upon Earth, to con- 
demn his and all ſuch Hereſies, in this World, 
and will be his Fudge in the next, inquiring by 
what Commiſſion he acted ? and whether it was 
not by Uſurpation? The Regicides Plea, that they 
acted by the Authority of the good People of England 
could not ſave em from Hanging at laſt, and his 
Plea that he acts by Commiſſion from Dr. Martin 
Luther, and his Allies and Confederates, is but the 
very ſame Excuſe why the /2f# Sentence ſhould 
not paſs, — cou'd he have 'e for his Jury 
there, with a Gentleman out of ///ales for the 
Foreman, and appeal from his Fudge there, as he 
does here, there were not much danger I own! 
but there will be no room for Common-wealth, 
Principles, nor Scriptures alone for a Judge; no 
Liberty, and Property of the Creature ; to make 
what he thinks fit of his Creator. A-God (who 
draws Good from Evil, and has foretold us in 
Scriptures that to that end by his Permiſſion, ge- 
ceſſe eſt, ut veniant ſcandala. Oportet Hæreſes eſſe) 
points Him, and ſuch as himſelf a Demonſtration, 
that the Principle common to him and all Pro- 
teſtants is wrong; and no Rule for the Truth 
reveal d. Quapropter (ſays St. Auguſtin upon the 
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laſt Text) (g) multi, ut diem Dei videant C gaudeant, 
per Hæteticos de ſomno excitantur. Utamur ergo etiam 
Hteticus, non ut eorum approbemus errores, ſed 
ut Catholicam diſciplinam adverſus eorum inſidias aſſu- 
nts, vigilantiores, & cautiores ſimuss. And St. 
Cyprian upon the ſame Text. Sic probantur fideles, 
fic perfidi deteguntur: fic ante judicii diem hic quoque 
Jam fuſtorum, atque injuſtorum anime dividuntur, & 
a frumento paleæ ſeparantur. Wherefore many, that 
then may behold, and rejuyce at the day of our Lord, 
are rou% d up from fleep by Hereticks. Let us there- 
fore render tbem uſeful to us, not approving their Er- 
ers, but becoming more cautious and watchful, by 
aſſuming the Catholick Diſcipline, in oppoſition to 
thur Snaves, Thus the Faithful ave try d, thus 
the Perfidious aiſcover d: Thus even before the day of 
Fulpment, the ſep:iration of the Souls of the Fuſt, and 
Ur fast is made, and the Chaſt winnow d from the Corn. 

There's no end of Reaſoning againſt fo un- 
reaſonohle a pretence; however Iwill cut ſhort, 
and only lam up the whole of the Argument. 

The y of the 10. Chapter, and the Jews of 
the 6. Ch:prer of St. John, had the ſame motives 
not to believe, vis, Difficulty of the Doctrine, 
ſzeming to ſhock Reaſon and Senſe ; They equally 
fer aſide the Authority Eſtabliſn'd by Heaven; 
and in this conſiſted their Crime; that they 
over-rul'd their Rea/on and Senſes, with Paſſion 
und Ovtftinacy, where there were Proofs for 
their Conviction, and fer 'em up Judges where 
they could have none, but ougit to have be- 
lie d. 7 

The Proicfints of theſe two Chapters, go like. 


- (8) Liv, de vera Rel. c. 8. 
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wiſe hand in hand, with. the ſame motives for 
not believing: Their Reaſon and Senſes, with Scrip- 
tures alone their Rule; ſeting aſide Authority Eſta- 
liſh'd, for any other Senſe of Scriptures, but their 
own, and in this they are both guilty ; making 
their in/ufficient Capacities, Judges of their Crea- 
tor and all his ways, ſtifling their Reaſon, and 
Senſes, againſt all Proofs and Evidence of an 
Authority Eftabliſh'd by Heaven, which they 
ought to believe for the true Senſe of Scripture. 
For, omitting the ſo often repeated Promiſes 
of our Bleſſed Saviour ; omitting the Fathers, 
the Article of the Apoſtles Creed, &c. Iwill 
only inſiſt on what they are all ſo very fond of, 
Senſe and Reaſon ; here they ought to be made 
uſe of. If there's no ſuch Authority! the conſe- 
quence will be, no ſuch thing as Religion; no 
body oblig'd to believe any: Ten to one againſt 
any Interpretation of Texts. Such Expoſitions 
will be the Doctrine of Men no more: Perhaps 
worſe. Is this the way of Believing God? 
'Tis true, Luther, Zuinglius, Calvin, pretend, if 
you believe their Comments, you believe God 
the Word of God, but I make here uſe of their 
own Plea ; Script ares, nothing but Scriptures, I 
find none of their Names there! but I read a 
Church Eſtabliſh'd by F.C. and without 
looking into Scriptures, I fee it, and hear of 
it, in every Nation of the Earth, and in every 
Age ſince twas Eftabliſh'd. Divine Faith relies 
only upon God, believes God alone; and there's 
no believing him but by his Prophets, our Sa- 
viour and Eltablih'd Aut bority by him. The modern 
Prophets were pretended Lights to the World, but 
brought no Proofs for Exiraordinary; and wy 
Pp M- 
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Commiſſions from an Eſtabliſh'd Authority, th 
had none, for the Doctrine they Preach : 
Their pretences are all frivolous againſt common 
Senſe, condemn, and confute one another ; 
and their pretending to it, demonſtrate an Au- 
thority from Heaven, from whom we are to re- 
ceive the true Senſe of Scriptures, for all the 
Articles. of Faith we are to believe, (withouc 
which ':is impoſſible to pleaſe God, according to the 
Apoſtle.) For all the Sacraments, or Myſte- 
ries ordain'd, for our receiving the benefit of 
Redemption; the Grace of God, and pledge of 
Glory, For the obtaining a true Senſe of all this, 
I end, ſaying what all Chriſtians ought to ſay, 
and the Pope himſelf was taught from a Child 
to ſay (and ſhould any of em ever have acted 
in oppoſition to it, at the rate of Luther, Calvin, 
K. E. Q. E. 8c. they and all the World would 
have heard of it) Ibelieve the H. Catbolick Church, 
Here's Dr. Luther, Maſter Calvin, K. E. 
Q. E. have made Creeds, Mr. Bulſtrode cannot 
fancy A God cares a fig for parrotting over ſo many 
Creed; not even of Ks. Lds, and Commons: 
He has drawn up a Sketch of one of his own 
Faſhion, calculated to the Meridian of the Law 
of Nature; an Abſtract of very reaſonabie Articles 
for the keeping of the Peace. Mr. Vbiſton, Clark 
and Toland, &c. compoſe theirs ;and every one of 
'em expected, and expects, that A-God ſhould 
be pleas d to conform to their Decrees, and try, 
and Judge em, for their Faith, on the Statutes 
of their own Articles, as they have compil'd 'em 
out of Scriptures : All this is very reaſonable, 
and agreeable to common Senſe ! Who can 
doubt it? Unleſs People are fo filly, as to turn 
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Papiſts, and believe, that the Almighty has ta- 
ken care to provide better Surety, and Authority 
for drawing up of Articles out of Scriptures on 
all emergent Occaſions; ſapping, and under- 
mining the Foundation of Proteſtant Religion, 
Root and Branch, which has been all along fo 
very ſerviceable in this World to People's Intereſts, 
and Prerenfions ; Juſtifying all! —— fure People 


will never be ſo weak, as to part with fo con- 


venient 2 Rule, for the bare Proſpect of an Ex- 
pectation, of what the Eye has never ſeen, nor the Ear 
heard, nor has it enter d into the Heart, what it is; 
and ſince they have a Carte Blanche to write upon; 
their own terms for Salvation, ſo obvious to 
their Fancies, in Scripture ! —— If all this is 
Ridiculous! why then Scripture alone, is not a 
Rule to Conſcience z Conſcience is not Miſtreſs 
of Scriptures alone ; but the firſt muſt have a Rule 
for the true Senſe and Meaning ; and the laſt, 
muſt be ral d and Believe; and the ſame Rule 
muſt ſerve both, and there's an end on't. —— 

Reader, be not Indifferent, nor Raſh, nor Inconſi- 
derate ; our eternal Felicity, or Miſery, depends 
upon following or abandoning a Rule preſcrib'd by 
A. God, (not Invented by Men) for the Trath, and 
true Senſe of his Word, both for our Faith, and Morals, 
for our Belief, and Action,: (b) And whoſoever 
© ſhall follow this Rule, PAX ſuper illos, & miſeri- 
* cordia, & ſuper Iſrael Dei. Peace be upon them, and 
* Mercy, and upon the ISRAEL of God, 
His Holy C. Church, 
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Former SUBJECTS. 
I; 


E Deiſts amongſt us, ſeem to have 4 
WI tl reſemblance with the Saducees amongſt 
the Jews ; theſe Circumcis d into the 
law o Moſes, and the others Baptiz d 
Pea Chr://:42s; but both dubrous and wuncer tain 
of what's to be the event of a future 
State. The laſt cou'd not believe a Reſurrection, as 
they thought, againſt Senſe and Reaſon ; and had Argus 
ments drawn from Scriptures too, to back their Opi- 
nion. (4) Maſter (ſay they to the eternal Wiſdom) 
(b) Moſes ſaid if a Man dye having no Children, bis Prother 
ſhall marry his Wife, &c. Now there were amongſt us, 
ſeven Brethren that had her fo Wife, the one after the other; 
therefore in the Neſurrection whoſe Wife ir ſhe to be? 
— By the by, theſe Men's Scruples were quite of a 
different nature from. K. H. VTI!'s ; for ae brib'd High 
abroad, and threatned ſeverely at home, to make Peos 
ple ſay it was againſt the Law of God to marry his 
Brother's Wife ; * from Jaying a Claim for her, after 
the Reſurrection, he ofrder'd a Sentence againſt her 
Claim to Him before ſhe was dead. But to the 
Queſtion! Jeſus an ſwer d ani ſaid unto them, (e do err, 
not knowing the Scriptures nor the Power of God mms * 
This is the Caſe of Saducees— 


n 


(a) St Maith, 22, (b) Deut. 25. 5. (c) v. 29. 
1 8 But 


| (138) 

" (4) But the Phariſees hearing be hall put the Sullucees 
to filence, reſoly'd to make a ſecond tryal of their Wir. 
Jeſus (having fatisfy'd their Quære) ask d them; 
(e) !Vhat is your opinion of Chriſt? Whoſe Son is he? They 
faid, David's. He ſaid to them: How then does David in 
Sirit, call him Lord, ſaying ; (Y the Lord ſaid unto my 
Lord, ft on wy ri chi band, til 1 175 thine Encmits thy 
Footftool ? ( If David therefore call him Bord, hot ir he 
his Son ? They could not anſwer him a Word, ——but re- 
ferr'd the Queſtion to Mr. Mhiſon to anſwer for em 


REMARK IL 


(Þ) And when he had taken Bread, and given thanks he 
brake it, and g ave unto them, ſaying, this 1s my Body which 
is given ſur you, this do in Remembrance of me. © 

efore Proteſtant Religion made it's appearance, in 
it's ſeveral Shipes, Forms and Figures, new Dreſſes 
and Commodes; it is a thing moſt certain, and be- 
yond all diſpute, that the whole Chriſtian World daily 
rendred Homage to their Creator, Redeemer, and 
Sanctifyer, by their Liturgies (in all the Learned Lan- 
guages, in Subſtance the ſame; in the Majeſty and De- 
cency of Ceremonies little or no difference, very few Alte- 
rations) performing what was here commanded at this 
ſacred Inſtitution, Their Faith, and Belief of this 
divine Inſtitution was, that (i) it is the Bread of K. 
that Bread which came down from Heaven, — which 
he ſaid he would give fo the Life of the World, and which 
he actually gave, and offer d up a Sacrifice to his Eternal 
Father for us, at his laſt Supper, by ſaying theſe Words, 
This is my Body which 1s given for you. Ordaining them 
to offer up the ſame Sacrifice (of himſelf really, truly, 
and indeed, tho by a miraculous manner, preſent, under 
the ſpecies or forms of Bread and Wine) by ſaying, 
Do this in Remembrance of me. This I fay was the Ge- 
neral Belief and Faith of the whole Chriſtian World, 
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before Proteſtant Apparitions ; vis, that it was Inſti- 
tuted both a Sacrament and Sacrifice, after this manner, 
The Original Proteſtants (tke Lutherans) never doubt- 
ed of a real Preſence, and (4) Luther himſelf gave his 
diſſenting Diſciples, Carolfad, Zuinglius, A 
and every Sect of Sacramentarians his Patriarchal Bleſſin, 
in theſe Words. Curſed be the Charity and Concord 7 . 
CYamentarians, or ever and ever to all etermty; and not 
long before he dy'd, he made this Proteſtation againſt 
em: { having now one of my Feet in the Gra ve, will 
carry this Teflimony and Glory, to the Tribunal of God, 
that I will with all my Heart condemn and. ſhun Carolftad, 
Zuinglius, Occolampadius, and their Diſciples, nor will 7 
correſpond with axy of em, either by Writing, Words or 
Deeds, according to the Lord's Command. | 

The Reaſons theſe Men gave for their Disbelief L have 
hinted already ; their Conceits were different, and they 
ſeem'd to vye with one another who ſhould have the 

uainteff, to entertain the admiration” of the Vulgar: 
But becauſe Zuingliuss Leaven has prevail d to fer- 
ment the whole maſs of Reformation, tis fit the Pro- 
teſtant Reader ſhould be inform'd more at large, what 
Authority he depends on for this negative Article of 
his Religion. By his own Narrative it appears, that 
after he had broach'd his Doctrine, he was at a loſs 
for r to make a ſhew of proof, in preſence of 
the Magiſtrates of Zurich. He was in eager purſuit of 
ſome Text of Scripture, where , ſtood for {gnificat, 
that he might transfer it to the words of our Saviour's 
Inſtitution. Cepimus ergo cogitare omnia, ſays he, omnia 
revolvere, ſed nihil 8 Kc. We ber un there fore 
to thin upon all places of Scripture, and turn d over all, 
but in vain, &c. Cum vero 13 Apritts Lux aſpeterei &c. 
But at the dawn of the thirteenth of April (the day appoin- 
ted for the tryal of Skill) being exceſſively diſturb'd in my 
Sleep, viſus oft monitor adeſſe, ater ſuerit an albus nil me- 
mint, ( ſomnium enim narro) qui diceret: quin TJonave, re- 
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tranſitus Domini: protinus ut hoc phantaſme vi ſum eft, fa 
mul expergeſco, & clecto exilio, &c. There ofportunely ap- 
fear d @ Monitor (I remember not whether he were White 
or Black, for I only tell my Dream) who ſaid, yon idle Fel- 
low, why dont you anſwer that it 1s Written in the 12 
of Exodus: For it is the Paſche, that means, the paſſing 
by of our Lord; there Eft flands for fignificat ; on this 
I leapt out of Bed being ſuddenly awak'd, went to examine 
the Septuagint firfl, confidered all circumſtances, then went 
and diſputed upon it as well as I could, before the whole 
Multttude ; and it was lik'd very well, &c. and paſs d for 
good Goſpel among the Swiſs Drvines. This is the ac- 
count he publich d himſelf in a Treatiſe de Suhſdio Eu- 
chariſ/e : Of the helps he had about the Affair of the 
Euchariſt. Againſt this Luther writ his Defenſo verbo- 
rum Cena (I) In defence of Chriſt's Words at his laſt 
Supper, ſharply refuting his, and the Devil's Sophiſtry, 
as making nothing for their purpoſe; and ends with 
' theſe Words, Increpet te Deus, O Sathan, quam acerbe 
nobis illudis. God rebuke thee, Satan, for a wicked Impoſtor. 
() In another Book of his, he ſays, (ſpeaking of all 
the Sets of Swermerans, as he calls em) he knew all 
they had to ſay for themſelves from the very Source: 
It forum Argumenta, per otium a Diabolo audivi, & gravis 
er quidem, ſed per verbwn Dei vici. I beard off their Rea- 
ſons, and the ſtrongeſt they had from the Devil ee at 
lea ſure; hut con fuled them with Scripture. So that here 
the Doctor got the better of the Devil. 'Tis pity 
he ever loſt his Ground, for before they had Inſtructed 
Zuinglius againſt the Reelity of the Holy Sacrament, Nick 

ad prevail'd with him, 5 dint of Argument to abo- 
lifh it, as a Sacrifice, if you take his own Word for't ; 
as it may be read in his Treatiſe, de Miſſa privata & 
Unttione Sacerdotum; or (if it had a ſuitable Title) of 
the Devil and the Dottor, According to the beſt Chrono- 
logy, he wrote this Book Anno 1533; and then it will 
appear, by the Conference it ſelf with the Devil, that 
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this preſent Year 1721, is a Jubily Year,for Dreſſerus tells 
us he was ordain'd Prieſt Anno 1507. —— In his Table 
2 fol. 275. Germ. Edition, he takes care to inform 
1s Readers that he kept Company with none of the com- 
mon ſort, that he had wall d ſeveral turns with them in his 
Bedchamber, and found em to be very obliging, and 
Learned ; particularly one or two he ſays he had, 4 
quibus diligenter, atque admodum atteniè obſervetur, who 
were very aſſiduous, and reſpectful; and he gueſs'd em 
to be, non vulgeres, ſed magma Demones imo Dottores 
Theologre inter Doaboles: not ordinary ones, but great Devils, 
even Doctors of Divinity among ft ꝶm. 
We may ſuppoſe then, it was one of theſe, that he ſays 
awak'd him ſuddenly once about Midnight and began the Diſe 
pute. Audi vir Doctiſſime) Noſti te quindecim annis celebraſſe 
Miſſas privatas : Quid þ Miſſe private. horrende fint 190» 
latrie, &c. © Hark ye (moſt Learned Doctor) you 
© know that for theſe fifteen Years you have been 
« ſaying private Maſſes : What if theſe private Maſſes 
ce are horrible IdoJatry? What if perhaps the true 
« Body and Blood of Chriſt be not there? But that 
« thou haſt been adoring only Bread and Wine; 
« and held it up to he ador'd by others? Whereunto 
ce (ſays Luther) I anſwer d, I am an Anointed Prieſt 
© and receiv'd my Conſecration from the Biſhop, and 
« 1 have done all by the Command, and in Obedience 
ce to my Superior, &c. To which the Devil reply d, 
<« all this is true, but Turks and Gentiles do alſo per- 
© form thoſe things that belong to their Temples out 
ce of Obedience, The Prieſts of Fcroboam likewiſe did 
ce all their Functions with a certain Zeal ; what if thy 
Ordination and Conſecration was falſe, as the Prieſts 
* of Turks and Samaritans are falſe Prieſts, and their 
« manner of Worſhip, falſe and impious ? Hic certe 
ce mh ſudor erupit, &c. Here (ſays he) I began to ſweat 
% and my Heart to tremble ; the Devil knew how to put 
* his Argument in Form, habetque gravem & fortem vo- 
8e cem, certe in hac di ſputatione comprehenderat me, theres 
© fore I was very attentive to hear what Arguments he 


had againſt my Prieſthood, which were theſe fixe. 
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e Firſt of all thou knoweſt that hitherto thou haſt had 
go true Knowledge of Chriſt, nor true Faith. As for 
* thy Faich, it has been no better than the Faith of 2 
Turk; for both Turk, and even I my ſelf, and all the 
% Devil, do believe all that's written of Chriſt, as ames 
te t. ſtiſies; that is, e believe how he was born, dyd and 
& Afctnded into Heaven, yet none of us reckon him our 
& Saviour, but we fear fim as a moſt ſevere ** e; and 
& {yeh is thy Faith, and the Faith of ye all, who lea- 
1 . Chriſtdo run unto Mary and the Saints. = 
2. © Thou wert Ordain'd Prieſt, and haſt Conſecrated 
& contrary tothe Ordination and Will of Chrift ; for 
* Chrifts Will is, that the Sacrament, or Maſs be admi- 
cc niſtred ſo as to be given to Chriſtians, for he that fa- 
ce crifices is the Miniſter of the Church, to diſtribute Sa- 
Q' cxaments, and to Preach, as the veryWords of Chriſt 
= were at his Supper, and as Paul Teaches in the 11.ch. 
er of his Epiſtle to the Corinthians. But thou, contra- 
& ry to the Will of Chriſt, haſt receiv d the Sacrament 
* lone for theſe 15 Years; What ſort of a Prieft haſt 
i thopbeen? Who has Miniſtred to thy ſelf alone, 
$© and not to the Church? Truly Chriſt never, knew 
c any thing of ſuch an Ordination. 05 
35. Chriſt's Will is, that at the Sacrament there be 
E 2 Sermon made of him, and his Death; for ſo he fays, 
& Do this in Remembrance of me; and ſhew forth my 
Death until I come, as Paul ſays; but thou poor Sacri- 
« {icing Prieft in a corner, doſt not Preach one Word, 
* nor Haſt thou = uy Chriſt s 197 thy e 
=© [cd folus ſumpſſti, ſolus tecum muſſitaſti, very fine indeed. 
? 2. L. r Wil is, that the Sacrament be common 
ce ty all, and be diſtributed to other Chriſtians, but thou 
ct wert ordain'd to offer up unto God, not a Prieſt of 
ce the Sacrament but a Prieſt of Oblation, for ſo do the 


te wordsſound of the Biſhop's Suffragan when he deliver'd 
© the Chalice into thyAnointed Hands, ſaying: Accipe po 
© 1eflaters con ſccrandi & offerendi pro vivis & mortus. O 
ce Abomination of Ahominations lexclaim'd the Devil. 

„ Says he, Chriſt's Will is, that the Sacrament 
00 80 diſtributed to Chriſtians, to Confirm em in oy 
. Alt 
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« Faith, and that they may publickly celebrate his Prat» 
ce ſes; but thou haſt made it a private buſineſs, for thy 
te {elt; without participating with others, and haſt ap- 
te ply d the ſame to otſiers, and ſold it for Money: Quad 
& Forum ne gare fotes * What can ſt ſay to all this? —— 
« n hac anguſtii & neceſſitate conflitus (adds Laut her 
& Pialolum 4 me profellere volebam, in theſe Streights 
« endeavour'd to get rid of the Devil, with the Buck» - 
te Jer and Shield i had learn d in Popery, The Inten- 
ce in 4nd Faith of the Church; but the Devil woud not 
2 be ſarisfy'd, asking; Amabo dic mihi in quo loco ſcriptum 
* fit, quod 1npins, & infidelts howao, poſſit in fide & inten- 
te tione Ecclefie con ſecrare. Prithee tell me ſexzouſly 
© where it is written, that a wicked, and unbelievin 
* Man can Conſecrate in the Faith and Intention X 
ec the Church? Where has God Taught or Commanded 
e this? Here the Doctor was nonplus d and as 
it appears by the ſequel, it was compounded, that the 
octor ſhould give up the Maſs, but retain the oy 
eſence; which ſhould be a Point reſerv'd for ſome 
his Scholars: Provided always that neicher he; nor none 
of his Followers, thould do as the Man that was born 
Blind did, fall down and adore him, there preſent. This 


requires 
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That it is plain from what School the Champions a- 

gainſt Popery have learnt both their negative Articles, 
and borrow'd their Arguments; Hoff Holatry, Saints Ido- 
latry, 8c. It was not from the School of Chrift ; (That's, 
His Holy C. Church) which teaches the adoring of him, 
wherever he is Really preſent ; and not flying from him, 
ty Saints; but the Approaching to him, by their Media- 
tion and Intercefſion. The Devil is a Sophiſter. And 
the Doctor was an Aſs, — I ſuppoſe he was frighted 
out of his Wits, had no holy Water by him 

4 ye? REMA R K IV. 

That from the Creation; Mankind pay d their Homage, 


e 


| and acknowledg'd their Dependance on the Almighty, by 


Offering up unto him Oblations, and Gacrifices, Teſti- 
monies of Gratitude for Benefits recciv'd ; and Lnpetra- 
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tions for a continuance of them; Expiations for their 
Sins, Oc. Cain, Abel, Noah, Abraham, Melchi ſedech, are 
Witneſſes for the Law of Nature, for the Written Law 
of Moſes, the whole Book of Leviticus. At the time 
of this Conference, between the two Pottors; the whole 
Chriſtian World had a perſwaſion of Faith, that our 
Redeemer aboliſh d all thoſe (n) & ro cæde brutorum ſeip- 
ſum juſſit off erri : 1nſtead of the Slaughter of Beaſts, had com- 
manded himſelf to be off er'd ip. (0) For that Sacrifice ſuc- 
ceeded to all thoſe of the old Teſtament which were immolated, 
in umbra futuri, as 4 ſhadow of what was to be. Cuia 
pro illis omnibus Sacrificits, & Oblationibus, corpus e jus oſfer- 
tur, & participantibus miniſtratur. For in lieu of all thoſe 
Sacrifices, and Offerin»s, his Body is Offered, and Ami- 
niftred to the Pertakers. And this ſame Sacrifice, this 
Holy Biſhop and great Light of the Catholick Church, 
offer'd up ſo many Ages ago at the Altar, for his de- 
ceas'd Mother, as he has recorded it in his Book of 
Confeſſions. If the Reader is defirous to trace it up to 
the Apoſtles, and from the Age he livd in down to 
this; I refer him to Brerely's Liturgy, and for the Oppo- 
fition it has had for theſe two Laſt Centuries ; to Wa/fu2- 
han's Searchinto Religion; two Authors never Challeng'd 
for any Fraud, or biaſs given to their Qucrations ; the 
laſt a Proteſtant in Orders, till by his ſearch he diſco- 
ver'd himſelf to have been in the wrong, 


REMARK V. 


Is it not aſtoniſhing therefore, that ſo eſſential a My- 
ſtery of Chriſtian Religion(whoſe Myſteries are all incom- 
prehenſible) attack d by this Mid -ight Watch, ſhould have 
rais d ſuch a Mob of learned Wrirers, to waſte their time 
in ſtudying how to improve the Devil's five Rca ſons?— 
And I leave it to to the Reader's Conſideration, whether 
that very Nights Debate, did not uſher into the World, 
the method of Aboliſhing all the other Fſſentia's of 
Chriſtianity? We are Witneſſes to the Progreſs, 
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